
2021 Experiential Learning Plan for Summer Abroad - Dublin 2021 
 
 
Welcome - brave souls going to Dublin for summer of 2021. Because I will be teaching two 

classes in addition to being your resident director, the experiential learning plan will be slightly 

different from previous years. 

 

One thing that has proved very useful in the past has been a visual of photographic diary of 

your time in Dublin.  So the first thing that I would like you to be do as part of the experiential 

learning plan would be to take a photograph every day of something that is very different as far 

as you are concerned from your life here in America or Hawaii. During our time together in 

Ireland I want to be able to discuss on a regular basis those photographs among our small group 

so that you can compare and contrast and reflect on what you are seeing in each person’s 

approach to Dublin. 

 

 I also would like you to keep your own personal log of your own reflections on what is 

happening to you as you spend time in Dublin. You will remember the U-shaped curve that 

Vanessa Chong talked about in our meetings you start off very excited and then might become 

depressed or mad that things aren’t the same and then slowly become more used to it and 

then finally suddenly it’s time to leave.  I would like you to reflect in that journal how you feel 

you have done with regard to that U-shaped curve.  This can become very personal so I would 

ask that you share only those parts that you want to share.  

 

Food is such a critical part of our life and so is a critical part of our health I am also asking that 

you keep a very simple food diary. Keep a daily written or photographic memory of what are 

you are eating in Dublin.  My hope is that you will be trying new foods and new approaches to 

familiar foods while you are there.  I will not be passing judgment on what you eat.  In a few 

months after you return this diary will be fun to review. I have noticed that many of my 

students and friends seem to obsessively take photographs of the food that they are eating 

indeed most Instagram pictures or Instagram diaries seem to be nothing more than visual 



memory menus. Again I would like to discuss these in the group so we can chat about them and 

gain a deeper understanding from one another about how we are reacting to life in a new 

country. 

 

Ultimately, I hope that these simple approaches will help demonstrate an awareness of your 

own cultural values and biases and how these impact your ability to work with others.  I also 

hope that they would enable you to understand how you can communicate appropriately and 

effectively with different groups and individuals.   Finally I hope that these simple tasks will 

enable you to demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues and situations with an 

appreciation of others’ viewpoints.   I’m looking forward to an exciting four weeks in Ireland 

and I know that you are too.   

 


