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ANTH/WGSS 426: Anthropology of Sexuality 
 

3 Credits, 37.5 Instructional Hours, No Prerequisites  
WI Focus 

 
Meets: TBD 
Room: TBD 

Instructor:  Prof. Eirik Saethre 
Email:  saethre@hawaii.edu 

Office Location: TBD 
Office Hours: TBD 

 
This syllabus is based on a standard 13-week teaching period as occurs at the University 
of Sydney. 
 
Course Description 
This class offers a comprehensive and critical exploration of human sexuality through an 
anthropological lens, with a particular focus on the Australian context.  
 
The curriculum begins with foundational concepts, examining the social construction of 
sexuality and the pedagogical importance of teaching this subject (Week 1), then moves 
into theoretical frameworks, centering on Foucault's concepts of power and biopower as 
they relate to sex and early anthropological ideas about "savage sexuality" (Week 2). The 
course continues by engaging with classical anthropological texts on sexuality in the 
Pacific, specifically the influential, though sometimes controversial, works of 
Malinowski and Mead (Week 3). From there, it shifts focus to early anthropological 
accounts of Indigenous 'homosexualities' in Melanesia and Native North America and 
applying a critical, decolonial perspective on queer settler colonialism (Week 4).  
 
The remainder of the course concentrates on sexuality and sexual expression in Australia. 
We begin by tracing its historical development (Week 5) before dissecting the 
intersection of gender, race, class, and sexuality in contemporary Australian life through 
topics like mateship, dating apps, and the politics of whiteness (Week 6 and 7). The class 
then explores the queer community in Sydney, covering its history (Week 8), the cultural 
and political impact of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras (Week 9), differing 
expressions of queerness in multicultural Australia (Week 10), and Indigenous queer 
experiences (Week 11), in particular. To contextualize this information, we will take a 
fieldtrip to Darlinghurst, the center of the queer community in Sydney as well as have a 
member of BlaQ, an organization supporting queer Indigenous people, speak to the class. 
In the final weeks of the class, we examine two critical contemporary issues: the 
challenges faced by sexual orientation and gender identity asylum seekers (Week 12) and 
the dynamics of sex work in Australia (Week 13). In the final week, we will have guest 
speaker from the Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP). 
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Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Analyze the Social Construction of Sexuality: Critically evaluate theoretical 

frameworks and foundational anthropological texts to demonstrate how categories of 
sex, gender, and sexuality are culturally and historically constructed. 

• Engage with Decolonial and Indigenous Perspectives: Analyze Indigenous 
perspectives on sexuality to critically assess the legacy of colonial anthropology and 
apply frameworks of decolonization and queer settler colonialism to contemporary 
identity politics. 

• Conduct Comparative Cross-Cultural Analysis: Compare and contrast historical 
and contemporary sexual cultures across geographically diverse settings to identify 
patterns of convergence and divergence in practices, meanings, and social 
organization, reflecting a global understanding of humanity. 

• Synthesize Local and Global Dynamics: Investigate how local Australian social 
phenomena—such as mateship, the history of Sydney’s queer community, and the 
regulation of sex work—are shaped by and simultaneously contribute to broader 
global discourses on race, class, migration, and sexual rights. 

• Critically Engage with Ethnographic Methods and Their Ethical Implications: 
Students will reflect on the role of ethnographic research in studying sexual practices 
and identities, with an emphasis on ethical considerations, positionality, and the 
complexities of researching marginalized communities. They will evaluate the 
contributions and limitations of ethnographic accounts of sexuality, especially in 
cross-cultural context. 

Course Readings: 
All readings are posted as pdf documents on Lamaku.  Please look over the Class 
Schedule below and complete the assigned readings before coming to class. 
 
Student Responsibilities and Assignments 
Attendance  
Attendance is an important part of this class and will be taken into account when 
calculating your final grade.  Students wishing to earn an ‘A’ must have two or less 
unexcused absences while students wishing to earn a ‘B’ must have five or less 
unexcused absences.  Attendance during the two workshops is mandatory.  If a workshop 
is missed, the student’s grade will be lowered a third of a letter (from a B to a B-, for 
example).  Excused absences include: illness, a university-sponsored group activity (e.g., 
sporting event, performance, band, etc.), or mandatory military-related absence (e.g., 
deployment, work, duty, etc.).  Students will need to provide written proof (like a 
doctor’s note) for all excused absences.   
 
Project Overview – Due Week 5 
This paper should be between two to three pages long and consist of the following three 
sections: background (an overview of the topic of your paper), methodology (what you 
will do and who you will do it with), and theory (the anthropological approach you are 
going to use).  Do not ask questions, give answers.  Students must also submit a 
preliminary bibliography containing at least six citations.  At least three of these must be 
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anthropological (from anthropology journals or written by anthropologists).  Please bold 
the anthropological citations.   
 
Fieldwork Report – Due Week 8 
In four to five pages, describe your fieldwork experience.  Begin by briefly outlining your 
methodology, including where you conducted fieldwork, the activities you attended, and 
the number of people you interviewed.  Then describe what you found interesting about 
the experience or what surprised you.  Tell a story.  In the final paragraph, suggest ways 
that you could make sense of this information anthropologically.   
 
Fieldwork Report Group Meetings – Week 8 
Students will be split into groups and distribute their paper to group members.  During 
the discussion, talk about your most positive experiences conducting research as well as 
those that were the most challenging.  Share what you learned about Australia.  Finally, 
workshop ideas with group members about organization of your research paper and its 
contribution to anthropological theory.   
 
Research Paper  –  Rough Draft due Week 11 
 Final Draft due Week 12 
Papers should focus on a topic relevant to the course and be anthropological.  They 
should be scholarly, make a central claim, present ethnography/data, employ a theorical 
perspective, and cite the relevant literature.  Papers must be between ten to twelve pages 
long (not including the bibliography) and cite at least twelve academic sources.  Students 
will initially submit a rough draft, which will not be graded.  The draft will be read and 
commented upon by your group and me so that you can improve it for the final draft, 
which will receive a grade.   
 
Research Paper Group Meetings – Week 11 
Students will be split into groups and distribute their paper to group members.  For every 
paper in your group (either with a printed or electronic version): (a) At the top of each 
paper, write the central claim in two sentences or less. (b) Make in text notes and 
comments by marking up the copy (be sure to look at the formatting of the bibliography 
as well).  Be prepared to give these notes to the paper’s author during the meeting.   
 
Final Reflection – Due Week 13 
Write a two- to three-page reflection about your academic journey in the class.  What did 
you learn in the class?  What authors or ideas had the biggest impact on you?  Has the 
class altered how you read acidic articles and books?  How has your writing changed as a 
result of the class?  What skills or ideas did you learn in this class that will help you in 
the world outside UH?   
 
Ungrading 
Unlike traditional grading, where each paper receives a numbered score based on its 
content, ungrading is designed to reward student work. Your grade will be determined by 
the amount of time, effort, and care that you put into the course. This course uses a 
contract grading system, which means that if you fulfill the expectations—attendance, 
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participation in building a shared course glossary, and the timely completion of all major 
assignments (project overview, fieldwork report, research paper, peer feedback, and final 
reflection)—you earn the corresponding grade.  
 
In this class, I will provide detailed feedback on every component of your work, and we 
will check in periodically throughout the semester to ensure you are progressing toward 
your goals. This approach is designed to create transparency, reduce stress around points, 
and support you in setting clear goals for your own learning. You are responsible for 
tracking your progress throughout the semester; my role is to guide and support you, and 
to help ensure that your final grade reflects the work you complete and the commitment 
you bring to the course. 
 
Completeness 
Each project must fully meet the expectations and requirements of the assignment to 
qualify as ‘complete.’ This means that projects are not just done but done in a thoughtful 
and appropriate manner. If an assignment does not meet the class standards, I will contact 
you about rewriting and how this will affect your final grade. 
 
Improvement 
While you will not receive grades for you papers, you are obligated to consider the 
feedback that you receive and work to improve your writing skills.  I expect you to take 
an active role in developing your English language usage, grammar, and mechanics. If 
too little changes in your writing over the course of the semester, I will contact you so 
that we can make a plan and/or determine how this will affect your final grade. 
 
Timing 
On the designated day, assignments are due by 11:59pm.  Students wanting a ‘B’ grade 
are allowed to turn in one assignment no more than 48 hours after the due date without 
being penalized.  After this, your grade will be lowered (see below).   
 
Grading Contract 
Final        Unexcused   Workshop     48-hr Late    
Grade       Absences  Absences        Papers        
   A       2 or less         0      0     
   B       5 or less        0         1               
Plus/minus grades will be assigned as I deem appropriate.  They will be used in cases 
when 1) your assignments and participation suggest you labored above and beyond the 
expectations (+) or 2) the quality and completeness of your major projects, smaller 
assignments, and participation is lacking in one way or another (-) 
 
Grade Penalties  
In this class, ‘B’ is the baseline grade.  But if you have additional absences, turn in late 
work, miss a workshop, or fail to contribute to the shared document, that grade will be 
lowered.  After the first infraction, your grade will be lowered to a ‘C+.’  Then for every 
additional absence, missed workshop, late paper, etc. you will be deducted a third of a 
letter grade as follows: C, C-, D+, D, D-, F.  For example, if you miss three requirements 
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in total (such as three classes OR two classes and turn in a late paper) you will receive a 
‘C-.’   
 
Because this is a writing intensive class, students must adequately complete all 
writing assignments to pass the course. The final day to submit work is Friday, May 
16.  Students who do not complete all writing assignments will get an F and will not 
earn W Focus credit.  I do not give ‘Incomplete’ grades.   
 
Classroom Policies and Information 
• Be on time.  
• Changes to the syllabus may occur as necessary.   
• Students are responsible for all course content, whether or not they are in class. 
• Generative AI programs like ChatGPT may not be used in this class.   
• Academic Integrity and Ethical Behavior: Office of Student Conduct: Cheating, 

plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty are not permitted within this 
course and are prohibited within the System-wide Student Conduct Code (EP 7.208). 
Examples include: fabrication, falsification, cheating, plagiarism, and use of improper 
materials. Any incident of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported to the 
Office of Student Conduct for review and possible adjudication. Additionally, the 
instructor may take action in regards to the grade for the deliverable or course as they 
see fit. 

• KOKUA Program: If you have a disability and related access needs, please contact 
the KOKUA Program (Office for Students with Disabilities) at 956-7511, 
KOKUA@hawaii.edu, or go to Room 013 in the Queen Lili‘uokalani Center for 
Student Services. Please know that I will work with you and KOKUA to meet your 
access needs based on disability documentation. Kokua’s services are confidential 
and offered free of charge. 

Office of Title IX: (808) 956-2299 
/ t9uhm@hawaii.edu / https://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/  

mailto:t9uhm@hawaii.edu
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/
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Class Schedule 
 
Week 1 – Introducing an Anthropology of Sexuality 
 McCarthy, Annie. 2020. Invaluable Enmeshments in Pedagogy: An 

Autoethnography of an Anthropologist in the Classroom. HAU: Journal of 
Ethnographic Theory 10:3, 906-918.  

 Katz, Jonathan. 1990. The Invention of Heterosexuality. Socialist Review 20:7-34.   
 Ward, Jane. 2008. Dude-Sex: White Masculinities and “Authentic” 

Heterosexuality among Dudes Who Have Sex with Dudes. Sexualities 
11(4):414-434 

 Paasonen, Susanna. 2024. Dick Pics and the Shifty Meanings of Porn. Porn 
Studies 11(1):83-90.  

 
Week 2 – Sex as Power / Savage Sexuality 
 Foucault, M. 1990 [1976]. The History of Sexuality, Volume 1: An Introduction. 

New York: Vintage. 
• Part 4, Chapter 1: Objective 
• Part 4, Chapter 2: Method 
• Part 4, Chapter 3: Domain  
• Part 5, Right of Death and Power over Life 

 Lyons, A.P & Lyons, H.D. 2004. Irregular Connections: A History of 
Anthropology and Sexuality. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 

• Chapter 1: Three Images of Primitive Sexuality 
 
Week 3 – Sexuality in the Pacific: Malinowski and Mead  
 Malinowski, B. 1987 [1929]. The Sexual Life of Savages in North-Western 

Melanesia. New York: Beacon Press.  
• Introduction  
• Chapter X: Love-Making and the Psychology of Erotic Life, Sections 11 

& 12 
 Lyons, A.P & Lyons, H.D. 2004. Irregular Connections: A History of 

Anthropology and Sexuality. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 
• Chapter 6: Malinowski as Reluctant Sexologist 

 Mead M. 2001 [1928]. Coming of Age in Samoa: A Psychological Study of 
Primitive Youth for Western Civilization. New York: William Morrow 
Paperbacks. 

• Chapter VII: Formal Sexual Relations 
 Lyons, A.P & Lyons, H.D. 2004. Irregular Connections: A History of 

Anthropology and Sexuality. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 
• Chapter 7: Margaret Mead, the Future of Language, and Lost 

Opportunities 
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Week 4 – Indigenous ‘Homosexualities’: Herdt and Whitehead 
 Herdt, Gilbert. 1984. Semen Transactions in Sambia Culture. In Ritualized 

Homosexuality in Melanesia. Gilbert Herdt (ed). Berkeley: University of 
California Press. Pp. 167-210.  

 Elliston, Deborah. 1995. Erotic Anthropology: “Ritualized Homosexuality” in 
Melanesia and Beyond. American Ethnologist 22(4):848-867. 

  Whitehead, Harriet. 1981. The Bow and the Burden Strap: A New Look at 
Institutionalized Homosexuality in Native North America. In Sexual 
Meanings: The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality. Sherry B. 
Ortner ,and Harriet Whitehead (eds). New York: Cambridge University 
Press. Pp.80-113. 

 Morgensen, Scott Lauria. 2011. Spaces between Us: Queer Settler Colonialism 
and Indigenous Decolonization. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press. 

• Chapter 2: Conversations on Berdache 
 
Week 5 – The History of Sexuality in Australia 
 Bongiorno, Frank. 2013. The Sex Lives of Australians. Sydney: Black Inc. 

• Chapter 1: Founding Sexualities 
• Chapter 3: A Pleasant Amusement? 
• Chapter 5: Tabbies, Amateurs, and the Cream of Australian Manhood 
• Chapter 9: Toleration, Liberation, and Backlash 

 Project Overview due 
 

Week 6 – Mateship, Gender and Race 
Butera, K. J. 2008. `Neo-Mateship’ in the 21st Century: Changes in the 

Performance of Australian Masculinity. Journal of Sociology 44(3):265-
281.  

Nicholas, Lucy. 2020. Whiteness, Heteropaternalism, and the Gendered Politics 
of Settler Colonial Populist Backlash Culture in Australia, Social Politics: 
International Studies in Gender, State & Society 27(2):234-257. 

Portolan, L., & McAlister, J. 2023. Aussie Blokes and High Maintenance Girls: 
How the Old Became New Again on Dating Apps in COVID-19 in 
Australia. Gender, Place & Culture 31(1):28–47.  

Cruickshank, M., & Pini, B. 2024. The Young Australian Feminine Property 
Investor: Class, Whiteness and Heterosexuality. Gender, Place & Culture 
32(4):612–632.  

 
Week 7 – Identity and Sexuality through South Park 
 McLelland, Mark. 2000. Male Homosexuality in Modern Japan: Cultural Myths 

and Social Realities. Richmond, Surrey: Curzon Press Limited. 
• Chapter 4: The Love between ‘Beautiful Boys’ in Women’s Comics 

 In class: South Park: Tweek x Craig 
 Pascoe, C.J. 2007. Dude, You’re a Fag: Masculinity and Sexuality in High 

School. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
• Chapter 3: Dude, You’re a Fag: Adolescent Male Homophobia 



 8 

 In class: South Park: The F Word 
 
Week 8 – Gay Sydney 

Wotherspoon, Garry. 2016. Gay Sydney: A History. Sydney: NewSouth 
Publishing. 

• Chapter 1: ‘I Thought Men Like that Shot Themselves’ 
• Chapter 5: The Personal Becomes the Political 

 This week we will take a fieldtrip to Darlinghurst, the center of the queer 
community in Sydney. 

 Fieldwork Report due and Fieldwork Report Group Meeting 
 
Week 9 – Queerness in Multicultural Australia 
 Jackson, Peter and Gerard Sullivan (eds.). 1999. Multicultural Queer: Australian 

Narratives. New York: Routledge. 
• Introduction: Ethnic Minorities and the Lesbian and Gay Community  
• Rose Kizinska: A Love Letter from NADIA (Non-Anglo Dykes in 

Australia) 
• Tony Ayres: China Doll – The Experience of Being a Gay Chinese 

Australian 
Hodge, Dino. 2015. Colouring the Rainbow: Blak Queer and Trans Perspectives. 

Mile End: Wakefield Press.  
• Napanangka: The True Power of Being Proud 
• Dual Imperatives: Decolonising the Queer and Queering the Decolonial 

 This week we will welcome a guest speaker from BlaQ, an organization that 
supports the Indigenous Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community in 
Sydney. 

 
Week 10 – BDSM 
  Weiss, Margot. 2011. Techniques of Pleasure: BDSM and the Circuits of 

Sexuality. Durham: Duke University Press.  
• Chapter 2: Becoming a Practitioner 

  Weiss, Margot. 2011. Techniques of Pleasure: BDSM and the Circuits of 
Sexuality. Durham: Duke University Press.   

• Chapter 5: Sex Play and Social Power 
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Week 11 – Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras 
 Arrow, M., & Boucher, L. 2022. Sexual Citizenship and the Sydney Gay and 

Lesbian Mardi Gras. Journal of History 57(3):336-361. 
 Dune, T., & Armstrong, A. C. 2015. # NewWSUnites: Reflections on 

Institutionalising Acceptance and Diversity through Sydney's Gay and 
Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade. Journal of Social Inclusion 6(2):12-24. 

 Research Paper Rough Draft due and Research Paper Group Meeting 
 
Week 12 – Asylum, Refugees, and Homonationalism 
 Massad, Joseph. 2002. Re-Orienting Desire: The Gay International and the Arab 

World. Public Culture 14(2):361-385. 
 Murray, David. 2015. Real Queer?: Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

Refugees. New York: Rowman & Littlefield.   
• Chapter 1: Queering the Queer Migration to Liberation Nation Narrative 
• Chapter 2: Becoming and ‘Authentic’ SOGI Refugee 

 Research Paper Final Draft due 
 
Week 13 – Economies of Sex 

Sullivan, C. T. 2021. ‘People Pay Me for Sex’: Contemporary Lived Experiences 
of Indigenous Australian Sex Workers. Journal of Intercultural Studies, 
43(1):23–38.  

Stardust, Z. 2014. ‘Fisting Is Not Permitted’: Criminal Intimacies, Queer 
Sexualities and Feminist Porn in the Australian Legal Context. Porn 
Studies 1(3):242-259. 

 Benjamin, Melody. 2024. Negotiated Authenticity: An Ethnographic Study by an 
OnlyFans Girl. Sexualities 1-18.  

 Nocella, Rebecca Rose. 2023. Producing BDSM Content on Porn Platforms: A 
Day in the Life of Countess Diamond. Porn Studies 1-14. 

 Pezzutto, Sophie. 2019. From Porn Performer to Porntropreneur: Online 
Entrepreneurship, Social Medial Branding, and Selfhood in Contemporary 
Trans Pornography. AG About Gender 8(16): 30-60.  

 This week we will welcome a guest speaker from the Sex Workers Outreach 
Project (SWOP), which offers free and confidential services people engaging in 
sex work in Sydney. 

 Final Reflection due 
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