
 
 

1 
 

GEO 435:  
POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY OF OCEANS  

Spring 2027  
 
Instructor: Reece Jones 
Office hours: by appointment 
Email: reecej@hawaii.edu    
  
Welcome to Geography 435! 
 
Oceans have long played a significant role in connecting human populations locally, regionally, 
and on a planetary scale. For most of human history, oceans were largely a space of free 
movement with clear political control by anyone. In this class, we will survey the history of 
oceans and then look at the changes that came with the centuries of exploration and colonization 
from the 1500s. This period transformed how humans conceived of oceans and how they 
regulated activities on the high seas. This course will trace the history of oceans as places of 
trade, exploration, piracy, economic opportunity, and environmental degradation. We will 
consider the complicated legal space of ships in the open ocean, how exclusive economic zones 
are established, and how conflicts over maritime spaces are settled. Each week, we will survey 
contemporary political issues related to Australia such as freedom of navigation in the 
South China Sea, resources in the melting Antarctic region, and marine environmental 
pollution and tourism in places like the Great Barrier Reef.  
 
The objectives of this course are: 
 
To introduce and explore the key theoretical concepts of the political geography of oceans 
To analyze the role geography plays in the organization of political space in oceans 
To demonstrate the continued relevance of geography in contemporary planetary debates 
To develop a writing style that draws on evidence to make clear, convincing arguments 
To evaluate and integrate supporting materials from appropriate sources and credit them 
appropriately  
To draft and revise your work through a series of deadlines, to hone the argument 
 
The course will also fulfil the student learning objectives for the Study Abroad Program: 

 
Demonstrate awareness of own cultural values and biases and how these impact their ability to 
work with others. 
Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the population or topic of interest in the 
specific Study Abroad program. 
Communicate appropriately and effectively with diverse individuals and groups. 
Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for disparate viewpoints. 
 
 
 
Course Requirements: 
 



 
 

2 
 

Geography 435 is a Writing Intensive (WI) course, with an emphasis on learning through 
written communication. After the course, the students will be able to adapt writing to a clearly 
identified purpose and audience of political geographers; develop and organize appropriate and 
relevant content; evaluate and integrate supporting materials from appropriate sources and credit 
them appropriately; and control style and mechanics to communicate effectively. All of your 
grade in this class will be determined through written assignments. These will consist of three 
different types of writing:  
 
Research Essays: 
You will be required to complete three primary writing assignments over the course of the 
semester. Each of the writing assignments requires that you make effective use of the library 
resources on campus, and are structured to encourage you to develop your writing skills with an 
aim toward crafting clear and convincing arguments (rather than summarizing or reporting 
information). Before assigning the first essay, I will provide detailed information in class 
regarding my expectations. An emphasis will be placed on thesis statements, the logical 
organization of ideas, the use of evidence to make an argument, and the use of academic sources. 
We will focus on citing and bibliographic conventions early in the semester, so please be very 
attentive to this throughout the research and writing process for each of your assignments. While 
web research may provide a good place to start to get ideas, all writing assignments should 
engage scholarly articles and/or books. To work towards the goal of improving your writing, I 
will give you feedback on your work, and you will have the opportunity to revise both writing 
assignments with the benefit of comments from me and your peers. For the papers, we will do a 
peer-review activity in which you will exchange papers with one of the other students in class 
and provide comments for them. As you will find, revisions are a key part of the writing process. 
 
Note: Late papers will be assessed a 10% per day deduction. In the case of illness, family 
emergency or other similar circumstance, please contact me as soon as possible in order to keep 
me updated on your situation, particularly if it interferes with your ability to attend lecture 
regularly or turn in an assignment on time.  
 
Course Concept Essays: 
The course lecture content will be tested through a take-home essay exam. It will be open book 
and will ask you to demonstrate your knowledge of the key course concepts by applying them to 
contemporary geopolitical problems. Although I do expect well written assignments, your grade 
for the course concept essay will be based on your knowledge of course materials.  
 
In-class Writing Assignments:  
Over the course of the semester there will be a series of ten smaller assignments given in lecture. 
These assignments will include short writing activities, discussions with classmates, and small 
in-class group projects. These assignments will be turned in at the end of lecture but the content 
will not be graded. Instead, credit will be given for submitting a completed assignment. If you 
turn in eight out of ten of the in-class assignments you will receive the full one hundred points 
credit. If you turn in less than eight, you will get that number of points (three assignments gets 
thirty points). If you turn in all ten assignments, you will get one hundred extra credit point on 
your final grade. 
 



 
 

3 
 

Course Readings: 
 
This course has zero textbook cost (TXT0). There are readings assigned for every week of the 
class. These readings are listed in the syllabus and are available as PDFs in Lamakū.  You are 
required to read the course materials prior to the class for which they are assigned. This is a 
small class and I expect students to be active during class, asking questions, and responding to 
the questions I ask of you. I realize that students may occasionally miss a class; however, regular 
attendance and active participation are critical for success in this course. 
 
Occasionally, I may give you an additional reading or video to watch prior to a particular class 
based on current events that relate to class topics.  
 
Current Affairs:  It is strongly recommended that you read news with a strong 

international (versus US) focus on a daily basis. If you can afford a 
newspaper subscription, consider reading the New York Times. Other 
options are the Guardian, the BBC, or the Wall Street Journal.   

 
 
Grading: 
 
Research Essays (65%) 
 
Essay #1 (2-3 page double spaced) 150 points 
 
Essay #2 (2-3 pages double spaced) 150 points 
  
Essay #3 (5-6 pages double spaced)  
Draft (turn in a complete draft for full credit) 100 points 
Final paper  250 points 
 
Course Concepts Essay (25%)  
 
Take-home essay exam (7-8 pages double spaced) 250 points 
 
In-class Writing Assignments (10%)  
Turn in 8 out of 10 for full credit 100 points 
 
TOTAL 1000 points 
 
% Grade % Grade 
100 A+ 73 – 76 C 
93 – 99 A 70 – 72 C- 
90 – 92 A- 67 – 69 D+ 
87 – 89 B+ 63 – 66 D 
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83 – 86 B 60 – 62 D- 
80 – 82 B- <59 F 
77 – 79 C+   

 
Academic Integrity and Ethical Behavior: Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic 
dishonesty are not permitted within this course and are prohibited within the System-wide 
Student Conduct Code (EP 7.208). Examples include: fabrication, facilitation, cheating, 
plagiarism, and use of improper materials. Any incident of suspected academic dishonesty will 
be reported to the Office of Student Conduct for review and possible adjudication. Additionally, 
the instructor may take action in regards to the grade for the deliverable or course as they see fit. 
 
You are welcome to use generative AI (chatGPT) to get ideas for your papers. Think of it as a 
brainstorming partner. However, you may not use text generated by AI in your paper and treat it 
as your own work. That will be considered plagiarism.  
 
Important Due Dates: 
 
To be determined 
 
Detailed Schedule: 
 
Week 1   Course Introduction  
 
Reading:  Jones, R. 2024. Blue Geopolitics. Progress in Human Geography. 
 
Week 2   Territory, Borders, Sovereignty – on land 
 
Reading:  Carter, P. 1987. The Road to Botany Bay: An Exploration of Landscape and 

History. Select chapters.  
 
Week 3   Early Ocean Worlds in Australia and the Pacific 
 
Readings:  Kirch, P. 2010. Peopling of the Pacific. 
 
 
Week 4    Writing and Research  
 
 
 
Week 5  Mare Clausum and Mare Liberum 
 
No reading. 
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Week 6   Pirates 
 
Reading:  Gosse, P. 2012. Under the Black Flag. Introduction and Chapter 1. 
  
 
Week 7   Law of the Sea I 
 
Reading:  Glassner and Fahrer, Political Geography. Chapter 31 
 
Week 8   Law of the Sea II – Australia and the Pacific  
 
Reading:  Glassner and Fahrer, Political Geography.  Chapter 32 
 
Week 9   Peer review week  
 
 
Week 10    Case Study: Geopolitics of Sea Level Rise 
 
Reading:  Green, A. and Guilfoyle, D. 2024. The Australia-Tuvalu Falepili Union Treaty: 

Statehood and Security in the Face of Anthropogenic Climate Change. American 
Journal of International Law. 

 
Week 11   Case Study: Australia’s Maritime Borders 
 
Reading:  Watkins, J. 2017. Australia’s irregular migration information campaigns: Border 

externalization, spatial imaginaries, and extraterritorial subjugation. Territory, 
Politics, Governance. 

 
Week 12   Case Study: The Great Barrier Reef 
 
Reading:  Craig, C. 2025. Nature-based tourism and climate favourability: A case of the 

great barrier reef, Australia. Tourism Recreation Research. 
 
Week 13   Case Study: The South China Sea 
 
Reading:  Tamer, C. 2025. Australia’s Policy in the South China Sea. In Geopolitics of the 

South China Sea. 
 
Week 14   Case Study: Australia and the Antarctic 
 
Reading:  Bray, D. 2016. The geopolitics of Antarctic governance: sovereignty and strategic 

denial in Australia's Antarctic policy. Australian Journal of International 
Relations. 
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University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa (UHM) TITLE IX SYLLABUS 
INFORMATION 

The University of Hawaiʻi is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment 
that promotes personal integrity, civility, and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex 
discrimination and sex-based harassment, including sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating 
violence, domestic violence, and stalking. 

As an employee of the University, I am required to promptly report any incident of sex 
discrimination or sex-based harassment to the Title IX Coordinator. Although the Title IX 
Coordinator and I cannot guarantee confidentiality, we can promise privacy and you will still 
have options about how your case will be handled. My goal is to make sure you are aware of the 
range of options available to you and have access to the resources and support you need. 

If you have experienced sex discrimination or sex-based harassment and wish to speak with 
someone confidentially, you can contact the Confidential Mānoa Advocate at 
manoaadv@hawaii.edu. The University has additional resources to support and assist you. 

For more information about those resources, please visit the Office of Title IX website. 

The Title IX Coordinator can also coordinate specific actions to prevent sex discrimination 
related to pregnancy & pregnancy-related conditions and ensure a student’s equal access to the 
University’s program or activity. To find out more about how to request reasonable 
modifications, please visit the Office of Title IX website. 

If you wish to report an incident of sex discrimination or sex-based harassment to the University, 
you can contact the Office of Title IX at t9uhm@hawaii.edu or (808) 956-2299. 

how your case will be handled.  My goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options 
available to you and have access to the resources and support you need. For more information 
regarding sex discrimination and gender-based violence, the University’s Title IX resources and 
the University’s Policy, EP 1.204, go to: http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/ 

 

mailto:manoaadv@hawaii.edu
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/resources/
https://manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/resources/
mailto:t9uhm@hawaii.edu
http://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/titleix/


Summary of Teaching Evaluations 
 
In 2012, Reece was awarded the Board of Regents’ Medal for Excellence in Teaching. Reece has 

been the department chair since fall 2019 so he only teaches one course per semester. I confirm that the 

ecafe summaries below are accurate. 

 

Elizabeth Tajima, Administrative Assistant, Department of Geography and Environment 

 

1. The Instructor Treated Students With Respect 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.61 4.6 4.6 4.61 

My Score 4.86 5.0 4.8 5.0 

 

2. The Instructor Demonstrated Knowledge of the Course Content 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.66 4.64 4.65 4.64 

My Score 4.86 4.75 5.0 5.0 

 

3. The Course Challenged Me Intellectually 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.41 4.38 4.4 4.40 

My Score 4.86 4.5 4.8 5.0 

 



4. The Instructor Set High Standards and Helps Student Achieve Them 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.36 4.32 4.34 4.31 

My Score 4.86 4.75 5.0 5.0 

 

5. The Instructor Was Available for Consultation 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.40 4.37 4.39 4.38 

My Score 4.86 4.5 5.0 5.0 

 

6. Considering Everything, How Would You Rate This Course: 

 GEO 435 (S24) GEO 695 (F23) GEO 735 (S23) GEO 695 (F22) 

UHM Mean 4.34 4.29 4.32 4.32 

My Score 4.86 4.75 5.0 4.5 

 

All Student Comments: 

GEO 435 (S24) - Amazing Professor and smooth class. I wish we had a little more time to discuss like a 
seminar style, but Reece is a pleasure to listen to anyways. 

GEO 695 (F23) – no comments 

GEO 735 (S23)  

1. What did the instructor do well? 

Covering diverse forms of state power and different geographical region of political geography. 

Very supportive and encouraging. Shows genuine interest in what students have to say. Provides thought-
provoking feedback. Deeply knowledgeable about the course topic 



The instructor did a great job supporting discussion. 

Reece does a great job leading class discussions through the most important concepts each week. He is also 
very clear with his communication style and makes space for constructive critique. I liked the organizational 
flow of the books and found most of them accessible and helpful for introducing topics in political geography. 
For the first few seminars, Reece spent significant time having the class collaboratively brainstorm and discuss 
some of the concepts that would serve as some of the foundational topics in the course. I think that made it a 
very comfortable place for discussion, even for those newer to geography. The class format was also helpful 
because the student assigned to lead the seminar would post a summary of the reading and develop discussion 
questions. I appreciate that Reece provides a day to receive peer feedback on our papers and the option to 
receive early input if desired. 

Dr. Reece made himself before and after class as well as during class presentations to highlight key points of 
the curriculum after student presentations. Some of my favorite classes were when we had guest lecturers, 
or the authors of the materials we read. Thank you for those opportunities, Dr. Reece! 

2. What could be improved in this course? 

I hope we have more discussions with specific passages and text meanwhile have conversations/discussions 
that are more indepth (sometimes, I think we get stuck on the content of the book, but not the questions the 
book generates). I also hope (which is also my own responsibility as a student) we were more prepared for 
guest speakers. I think it might be valuable to have some of our questions prepared before hand and share 
them with the class, so we know what everybody is thinking about, and maybe how to curate the guest's visit. 

I felt that there could have been more of an emphasis on indigenous scholars and theories, and less of an 
androcentric perspective in some discussions. 

I would be interested in having some of the discussions delve a little deeper into relevant political geography 
theory. However, given that the students come from a range of disciplines, I think that focusing on the more 
tangible parts of the books worked out well. 

In the syllabus we are directed to create presentations that are of a certain length, which may be too short, 
given the amount of time allotted for class (150 min). Perhaps those directions can be changed so students 
can make longer presentations? Otherwise, class discussions run a bit stale. 

GEO 695 (F22) –  

1. What did the instructor do well? 

Reece did a great job leading class discussions and conversations. I felt that the classes had a strong sense of 
direction and 

Reece is very knowledgeable. He brought in good speakers to help with the conversations also. The 
professional development topics and journal reports were very helpful. 

2. What could be improved in this course? 

This course would be improved if we front-loaded the more contemporary theories in the beginning such as 
structuralism, poststructuralism, feminist geography, black geography, indigenous geographies, and critical 
physical geography. Towards the end of the semester, we have less time to focus on the theories which are 
most relevant to our work because our time is split between class readings, writing our literature reviews, 
and assignments from other classes. In addition, some of us may find it useful to learn about more 



contemporary theories before writing our lit review proposal so that we can consider those ideas when 
creating our lit review proposal. While Creswell does a great job outlining many of these theories, there is 
value in reading the actual texts that are being spoken to, such as The German Ideology, The History of 
Sexuality, Situated Knowledges, Mapping the Margins, Mapping Abundance for a Planetary Future, etc. 
Alternatively, the topics from the first month to month and a half could likely be condensed into two classes. 



 
 

Personal Statement 

The best decision I made in college was to spend a semester studying abroad in Seville, Spain in 

1996. I learned Spanish and was immersed in a different culture, but it also opened my eyes to the diversity 

of the world and got me thinking about the connections between history, place, and culture. These 

experiences planted the seed in my mind that eventually germinated into my interest in the academic field 

of geography. I became fascinated with how people develop unique cultural and political practices in 

particular places, while simultaneously being linked to larger state and global systems. I look forward to 

sharing a similar experience with the study abroad students in the Adelaide, Australia program in the spring 

of 2027. 

I have extensive teaching experience and was recognized by University of Hawai‘i though the Board 

of Regents Medal for Excellence in teaching in 2012. As a researcher, I was awarded the Guggenheim 

Fellowship in 2021 and was named a Fellow of the American Association of Geographers in 2023, a lifetime 

appointment in recognition of outstanding contributions to the field of geography. I have published four 

books, four edited books, over two dozen journal articles, and opinion pieces in news sites including the 

Honolulu Star Advertiser, CNN, the Washington Post, and the New York Times. 

I already have multiple experiences teaching in a foreign culture. After graduating from the 

University of North Carolina with a BS degree, I worked for a few years then joined the Peace Corps. I was 

sent to Bangladesh where I taught English and teaching methodology to primary school teachers as an 

instructor at a teacher training college. I have also served as a resident director for Study Abroad four times: 

the Sevilla Program in Fall 2014 and Summer 2021, the Florence Program in Summer 2017 and 2023, and 

the Mendoza Program in Summer 2025. I also conducted the experiential learning for the Berlin study 

abroad students in summer 2023, even though I was not physically present on site. As an experienced 

resident director, I understand the importance of the recruiting process and I am comfortable with the pre-

program orientations. I know how to work with the in-country institutions and how to anticipate problems 



 
 

students might face. I am also familiar with the typical challenges that arise and know how to help students 

overcome them during their time in country in order to get the most out of their experience in Study 

Abroad. 

One of the key lessons I will teach students about living in a different culture is to approach it from 

a position of wonder and flexibility. Living in Bangladesh for two years as a Peace Corps volunteer taught 

me humility and the ability to laugh at myself because I was often in uncertain cultural interactions. I 

learned that a smile and the willingness to adapt to different ways of doing things can get you through most 

situations. At first, the sheer amount of differences between how I had grown up and how people lived 

there was overwhelming. I felt like I had to relearn everything from how to eat (with your hands, but not 

your left hand) to how to do your laundry (also by hand). It would have been easy to find the different ways 

of life too much and to just give up. Many people in my group did. However, I realized the challenges were 

the point of the experience because it gave me a chance to embrace a different way of doing things with 

open arms, to find wonder in the newness of everything. At home, we get into routines and can go through 

days or weeks on autopilot. Living in a different culture forces us to slow down and really experience the 

joy of daily life. 

Even though I have many years of experience living abroad, it is still a generative experience for me 

as a scholar and a human being. Seeing different ways of life, eating new foods, and adjusting to the rhythms 

of the city forces me out of my comfort zone. All of my previous experiences abroad have led to profound 

growth in my personal and professional life that allow for changes in perspective and outlook. One of the 

most exciting parts about being a Resident Director for a Study Abroad program is that you are able to 

share these moments of growth with a group of students as you all become new people together. It is one of 

my favorite parts of being a professor and I look forward to having that experience again in Adelaide, 

Australia, in Spring 2027. 

  



 
 

PROFESSIONAL ENRICHMENT PLAN 
  

The opportunity to spend the spring of 2027 in Adelaide, Australia as the resident director for the 

study abroad program presents an important professional development opportunity. I conduct research on 

borders and immigration, but I have also begun to study the political geography of oceans. I published an 

article in 2024 entitled Blue Geopolitics, and during my stay as RD, I will work on a book project about the 

significance of oceans to global geopolitics. Australia, as a (large) island country in Oceania will be the 

perfect venue for thinking about this project from a different perspective than I currently have in Hawai’i.  

 During my previous study abroad resident directorships, I have made significant progress towards 

my research goals. While I was resident director in Sevilla in Fall 2014, and then on sabbatical in the same 

city in Spring 2015, I was able to conduct research in Morocco and the Spanish city of Melilla on the 

European migration crisis. This research was invaluable and allowed me to gather primary data about the 

issue while it was emerging as a global topic. I also used the time in Sevilla to finish the first draft of my 

book Violent Borders. I also published two journal articles based entirely on research conducted during this 

period in the journals Territory, Politics, Governance and Nordia. Living in Italy in 2017 allowed me to delve 

into the ongoing debates surrounding refugee resettlement and my interviews with Bangladeshis living in 

Florence featured in the introduction to my 2018 book Borders and Mobility in South Asia and Beyond. In 2021 

and 2023 during summer programs, I used my professional enrichment time to write on projects that 

became my books White Borders and Nobody is Protected. In 2025, my time in Mendoza allowed me to finish 

the first draft of my forthcoming book, Smuggler. 

 Given this past success with building research into the RD experience, I am confident that leading 

the study abroad program Adelaide would allow me to conduct exciting new research about ocean politics 

from the coastal city in Australia.  



 
 

Student Recruitment Plan 

 Having led the Sevilla semester program in Fall 2014 and Summer 2021, the Florence Summer 

program in 2017 and 2023, and the Mendoza Summer program in 2025, I understand the importance of 

recruiting good students to take on the trip. I am excited to work with the Study Abroad Center to recruit a 

large, diverse, and enthusiastic group of students for the Spring 2027 program in Adelaide.  

The first recruitment strategy will be to use the Department of Geography and Environment’s suite 

of large foundation courses to find interested students. I will visit all of our larger enrollment 100-level 

courses to give a presentation on study abroad and to invite students to join me in Mendoza for the 

summer. The department offers six sections of large lectures every semester, each with over 100 students. I 

am open to suggestions from the Study Abroad office for other departments that typically send students to 

the program in Adelaide. 

 Second, I am happy to participate in the study abroad fair and any other recruitment activities 

organized by the Study Abroad Center. Given that I studied abroad as a student and recently led several 

programs as a faculty Resident Director, I will be able to talk to the students in real terms about what they 

can expect to encounter there and what they will get out of the experience. This prior knowledge will also 

help with the pre-departure student orientations and with assisting the students as they get their bearings 

once we arrive in Mendoza. 

 In accordance with the Study Abroad Hawaiian Place of Learning instructions, I will work 

to increase the number of Hawaiian students participating in the program. I will work with Kamakana 

Aquino, the College of Social Sciences Coordinator of Hui ʻĀina Pilipili, its Native Hawaiian Initiative, to 

insure information about the program reaches these students and they are encouraged to apply. I firmly 

believe that every student should take advantage of the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to study abroad and I 

will use this conviction to enthusiastically recruit students to spend the spring 2027 semester in Australia. 



 
Reece Markham Jones 
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Department of Geography and Environment 
412 Saunders Hall       Phone: (808) 319-5987  
2424 Maile Way       Email: reecej@hawaii.edu 
Honolulu, HI 96822 USA 
 
APPOINTMENTS                                                                                                                 
  
 

Professor, Department of Geography and Environment    2017 –  
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA  

 
Affiliate Faculty, Center for South Asian Studies     2008 – 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA  
 
Chair Department of Geography and Environment    2019–25 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA 
 
Associate Professor, Department of Geography      2012–17 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA  
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography     2008–12 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, USA  

 
EDUCATION                                                                                                                 
 
 University of Wisconsin at Madison, USA 
 Ph.D. Department of Geography       2008 

Thesis: Bounding Categories, Fencing Borders: Exclusionary 
Narratives and Practices in the Borderlands of India and Bangladesh  

   
 M.S. Department of Geography         2004 
 Thesis: Religion, Identity, and Homeland in Bengal: A Territorial 

 Interpretation of Religious Nationalism 
 
 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA 
 B.S. Department of Biology       1998 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS                                                                                                                 
  
 Fellow, American Association of Geographers     2023 
 Lifetime appointment for outstanding contributions to the discipline 
  
 Guggenheim Fellowship       2021 
 John S. Guggenheim Foundation 
  
 PolGRG Book Award        2018 
 Royal Geographical Society, Best book in Political Geography 
 For Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move 
 
 Research Support Award       2018  
 Social Science Research Institute ($21,975) 
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 Julian Minghi Distinguished Book Award     2017 
 Association of American Geographers, Best book in Political Geography 
 For Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move 
  
 Past Presidents’ Gold Book Award      2016 
 Association of Borderlands Studies,  
 For Placing the Border in Everyday Life 
 
 Outstanding Research Award       2014  
 University of Hawai‘i, College of Social Sciences 
 
 Julian Minghi Distinguished Book Award     2013 
 Association of American Geographers, Best book in Political Geography 
 For Border Walls: Security and the War on Terror in the United States, India, and Israel  
  
 Regents’ Medal for Excellence in Teaching     2012  
 University of Hawai‘i, Board of Regents 
  
 International Geographical Union Travel Award    2010 
 Association of American Geographers  
 
 Trewartha Lecturer Award       2008 
 Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin at Madison  
 
 Outstanding Publication by a Graduate Student     2007 
 Department of Geography, University of Wisconsin at Madison  
 
 PhD Student Paper Award in Political Geography    2005  
 Association of American Geographers  
 
 Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award      2005 
 Department of Chemistry, University of Wisconsin at Madison 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS                                                                                                                 
 
Books: 

Jones, R. and Boos, G. 2026. Smuggler: Drugs, Gangs, and Refugees at America’s Northern 
Border. Prometheus Books. 

- Optioned by HBO for a scripted series.  
 
Jones, R. 2022. Nobody is Protected: How the Border Patrol became the Most Dangerous Police 
Force in the United States. Los Angeles: Counterpoint Press. 

- Southwest History Book of the Year 
 

Jones, R. 2021. White Borders: Race and Immigration in America from Chinese Exclusion to the 
Border Wall. Boston: Beacon Press. 

- Shortlisted for 2022 Stowe Prize 
 
Jones, R. 2016. Violent Borders: Refugees and the Right to Move. New York: Verso Books. 

- Awarded 2018 PolGRG Book Award 
- Awarded 2017 Julian Minghi Distinguished Book Award 
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Jones, R. 2012. Border Walls: Security and the War on Terror in the United States, India, and 
Israel. London: Zed Books. 

- Awarded 2013 Julian Minghi Distinguished Book Award 
 
Edited Books: 
 

Mitchell, K. Jones, R., and Fluri, J. eds. 2019. Handbook on Critical Geographies of Migration. 
London: Edward Elgar. 
 
Jones, R. ed. 2019. Open Borders: In Defense of Free Movement. Athens: University of Georgia 
Press.  
 
Jones, R. and Ferdoush, A. eds. 2018. Borders and Mobility in South Asia and Beyond. 
Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press. 
 
Jones, R. and Johnson, C. eds. 2014. Placing the Border in Everyday Life. London: Routledge. 

- Awarded 2016 Association of Borderlands Studies Gold Book Award 
 

Journal Articles:  
 

Jones, R. 2025. Progress Report: "Political Geography II: The End of Territorial Integrity." 
Progress in Human Geography. 
 
Jones, R. 2024. Progress Report: "Political Geography I: Blue Geopolitics." Progress in Human 
Geography. 
 
Jones, R., Kocher, A., Sultana, F., Smiles, D., McSweeney, K., and Molnar, P. 2023. 
"Interventions on Public Geographies." Political Geography.  
 
Paasi, A. Ferdoush, A. Jones, R. Murphy, A. Agnew, J. Ochoa Espejo,P. Fall, J. and Peterle, G. 
2022. Locating the territoriality of territory in border studies. Political Geography 5(1).  
 
Brambilla, C. and Jones, R. 2020. ‘Rethinking Borders, Violence, and Conflict: From Sovereign 
Power to Borderscapes as Sites of Struggle.’ Environment and Planning D: Society and Space. 
38(2) 287-305. 
 
Jones, R. Cornelissen, S., Hiemstra, N., Johnson, C. Mills, S., Yamazaki, T., and Pallister-
Wilkins, P. 2020. Editorial. Geopolitics. 25(1) 1-2. 

 
Wilder, M., Jones, R., Walker, M., Lara-Valencia, F., Madsen, K., Bloch, S., and Longo, M. 
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