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GEOGRAPHY 335:  
POLITICS, NATIONS, AND STATES  

Spring 2027  
 
Professor: Reece Jones    
Contact: reecej@hawaii.edu 
Office hours: by appointment  
     
Welcome to Geography 335! 
 
This course considers the contemporary and historical geography of the world political system. It 
analyzes the development of the modern sovereign state system, the emergence of nations and 
nationalism, and the idea of sovereignty by emphasizing the linkages between changing economic 
systems and the political organization of space. Throughout the course we will apply theoretical 
concepts from political geography to contemporary geopolitical events. We will focus particularly on 
challenges to the sovereign state system both in terms of international organizations like the United 
Nations, European Union, and World Trade Organization and sub-state actors like insurgent groups 
and terrorists. In each week of the course, we will also consider how these practices and 
policies affect the lives of people in Adelaide, in Australia, and in Oceania.  
 
The objectives of this course are: 

 
To introduce and explore the key theoretical concepts of political geography 
To analyze the role geography plays in the organization of political space 
To demonstrate the continued relevance of geography in contemporary global debates 
To develop a writing style that draws on evidence to make clear, convincing arguments  

 
The course will also fulfil the student learning objectives for the Study Abroad Program: 

 
Demonstrate awareness of own cultural values and biases and how these impact their ability 
to work with others. 
Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the population or topic of interest in 
the specific Study Abroad program. 
Communicate appropriately and effectively with diverse individuals and groups. 
Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for disparate 
viewpoints. 

 

Course Requirements: 
 
Geography 335 is a Writing Intensive (WI) course, with an emphasis on learning through written 
communication. The majority of your grade in this class will be determined through written 
assignments. These will consist of three different types of writing:  
 
Research Essays: 
You will be required to complete three primary writing assignments over the course of the semester. 
Each of the writing assignments requires that you make effective use of the library resources on 
campus, and are structured to encourage you to develop your writing skills with an aim toward 
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crafting clear and convincing arguments (rather than summarizing or reporting information). Before 
assigning the first essay, I will provide detailed information in class regarding my expectations. An 
emphasis will be placed on thesis statements, the logical organization of ideas, the use of evidence to make an 
argument, and the use of academic sources. We will focus on citing and bibliographic conventions early in 
the semester, so please be very attentive to this throughout the research and writing process for each 
of your assignments. While web research may provide a good place to start to get ideas, all writing 
assignments should engage scholarly articles and/or books. Any bibliography that is web-focused 
will be downgraded. To work towards the goal of improving your writing, I will give you feedback 
on your work, and you will have the opportunity to revise both writing assignments with the benefit 
of comments from me and your peers. For the papers, we will do a peer-review activity in which you 
will exchange papers with one of the other students in class and provide comments for them. As you 
will find, revisions are a key part of the writing process. 
 
Course Concept Essays: 
The course lecture content will be tested through a take-home essay exam. It will be open book and 
will ask you to demonstrate your knowledge of the key course concepts by applying them to 
contemporary geopolitical problems. Although I do expect well written assignments, your grade for 
the course concept essay will be based on your knowledge of course materials.  
 
In-class Writing Assignments:  
Over the course of the semester there will be a series of ten smaller assignments given in lecture. 
These assignments will include short writing activities, discussions with classmates, and small in-class 
group projects. These assignments will be turned in at the end of lecture but the content will not be 
graded. Instead, credit will be given for submitting a completed assignment. If you turn in eight out 
of ten of the in-class assignments you will receive the full ten points credit. If you turn in less than 
eight, you will get that number of points (three assignments gets three points). If you turn in all ten 
assignments, you will get one extra credit point on your final grade. 
 
Throughout the semester, you are required to read the course materials prior to the class for which 
they are assigned. This is a small class and I expect students to be active during class, asking 
questions, and responding to the questions I ask of you. I realize that students may occasionally miss 
a class; however, regular attendance and active participation are critical for success in this course. 
 
As one way to communicate about evolving scheduling issues, readings, and other assignments, I 
will email you periodically with updates and reminders. You are responsible for checking your 
@hawaii.edu email regularly and reading these updates as they may contain information important 
for completion of course assignments. At a minimum please check your email account at the 
beginning and end of each week.  
 
Course Readings: 

 
This course has zero textbook cost (TXT0). There are readings assigned for every week of the 
class. These readings are listed in the syllabus and are available as PDFs in Lamakū.  You are 
required to read the course materials prior to the class for which they are assigned. This is a 
small class and I expect students to be active during class, asking questions, and responding to 
the questions I ask of you. I realize that students may occasionally miss a class; however, regular 
attendance and active participation are critical for success in this course. 
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Occasionally, I may give you an additional reading or video to watch prior to a particular class 
based on current events that relate to class topics.  
 
Current Affairs:  It is strongly recommended that you read news with a strong 

international (versus US) focus on a daily basis. If you can afford a 
newspaper subscription, consider reading the New York Times. Other 
options are the Guardian, the BBC, or the Wall Street Journal.   

Grading: 
 
Research Essays (65%) 
 
Essay #1 (2-3 page double spaced) 150 points 
 
Essay #2 (2-3 pages double spaced) 150 points 
  
Essay #3 (5-6 pages double spaced)  
Draft (turn in a complete draft for full credit) 100 points 
Final paper  250 points 
 
Course Concepts Essay (25%)  
 
Take-home essay exam (7-8 pages double spaced) 250 points 
 
In-class Writing Assignments (10%)  
Turn in 8 out of 10 for full credit 100 points 
 
TOTAL 1000 points 
 
 
% Grade % Grade 
100 A+ 73 – 76 C 
93 – 99 A 70 – 72 C- 
90 – 92 A- 67 – 69 D+ 
87 – 89 B+ 63 – 66 D 
83 – 86 B 60 – 62 D- 
80 – 82 B- <59 F 
77 – 79 C+   

 
Academic Integrity and Ethical Behavior: Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic 
dishonesty are not permitted within this course and are prohibited within the System-wide Student 
Conduct Code (EP 7.208). Examples include: fabrication, facilitation, cheating, plagiarism, and use 
of improper materials. Any incident of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office 
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of Student Conduct for review and possible adjudication. Additionally, the instructor may take 
action in regards to the grade for the deliverable or course as they see fit. 
 
You are welcome to use generative AI (chatGPT) to get ideas for your papers. Think of it as a 
brainstorming partner. However, you may not use text generated by AI in your paper and treat it as 
your own work. That will be considered plagiarism.  
 
Important Due Dates: 
 
To be determined 
 
Detailed Schedule: 
 
Week 1   Course Introduction - What is Political Geography?  
 
 
Week 2   The Sovereign State System I - Origins 
 
Reading:  Pierson, C. 2011. The Modern State. Chapter 1.  

 
Week 3   The Sovereign State System II - Expansion 
 
Reading:  Benton, L. 2009. A Search for Sovereignty. Law and Geography in European Empires. 

Chapter focused on penal colonies and Australia.  
 
 
Week 4   The United Nations 
 
Reading:  Burke, R. and Piccini, J. 2022. Australia and the United Nations, in Australia on the 

World Stage. 
 
Week 5   Writing and research 
 
Strategies for writing research papers 
 
 
Week 6   Art of Not Being Governed 
 
Reading:  Scott, J. 2009. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast 

Asia Introduction.  
 
Week 7   Walls and Migration 
 
Reading:  Jones, R. 2016. Violent Borders. Chapters 1 and 2. 
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Week 8   Australian Border Externalization 
 
Reading:  Watkins, J. 2017. Bordering Borderscapes: Australia’s Use of Humanitarian Aid and 

Border Security Support to Immobilise Asylum Seekers, Geopolitics. 
 
Week 9  Peer Review Week 
 
 
Week 10 Indigenous self-determination in Australia 
 
Reading:  Gibson, C. 2002. Cartographies of the Colonial/Capitalist State: A Geopolitics of 

Indigenous Self-Determination in Australia. Antipode. 
 
Week 11  Australian Geopolitics 
 
Reading:  Flint, C. 2021. Putting the “geo” into geopolitics: a heuristic framework and the 

example of Australian foreign policy. GeoJournal. 
 
Week 12  The Rise of China 
 
Reading:  Raby, G. 2025. China’s Grand Strategy and Australia’s Future in the New Global order. 

Introduction. 
 
 
Week 13 Geopolitics of the South China Sea 
 
Reading:  Tamer, C. 2025. Australia’s Policy in the South China Sea. In Geopolitics of the South 

China Sea. 
 
 
Week 14  Alternative Futures 
 
No reading 
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Title IX Syllabus statement 

The University of Hawaiʻi is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment 
that promotes personal integrity, civility, and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex 
discrimination and sex-based harassment, including sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating 
violence, domestic violence, and stalking. 

As an employee of the University, I am required to promptly report any incident of sex 
discrimination or sex-based harassment to the Title IX Coordinator. Although the Title IX 
Coordinator and I cannot guarantee confidentiality, we can promise privacy and you will still 
have options about how your case will be handled. My goal is to make sure you are aware of the 
range of options available to you and have access to the resources and support you need. 

If you have experienced sex discrimination or sex-based harassment and wish to speak with 
someone confidentially, you can contact the Confidential Mānoa Advocate at 
manoaadv@hawaii.edu. The University has additional resources to support and assist you. 

For more information about those resources, please visit the Office of Title IX website. 

The Title IX Coordinator can also coordinate specific actions to prevent sex discrimination 
related to pregnancy & pregnancy-related conditions and ensure a student’s equal access to the 
University’s program or activity. To find out more about how to request reasonable 
modifications, please visit the Office of Title IX website. 

If you wish to report an incident of sex discrimination or sex-based harassment to the University, 
you can contact the Office of Title IX at t9uhm@hawaii.edu or (808) 956-2299. 
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