
Experiential Learning: Study Abroad Summer Program in Berlin, 2018 
(Dr. Markus Wessendorf, Dept. of Theatre and Dance/UHM) 
 
Aloha students!  
 
Let me introduce myself first! I am a Professor in Western Theatre at the Dept. of Theatre 
and Dance at UHM. My expertise is in Film Studies, World Drama and Theatre, 
Directing, Script Analysis, Performance and Theatre Theory, as well as Devised Theatre. 
You may have seen some of the theatre productions that I have directed at Kennedy 
Theatre in recent years: Friedrich Schiller’s The Robbers (2003), Laurent Gaudé’s Battle 
of Wills (2005), Will Eno’s Thom Pain (Based on Nothing) (2006), Samuel Beckett’s 
Waiting for Godot (2010), Anton Chekhov and Markus Wessendorf’s Uncle Vanya and 
Zombies (2012). I have also been a Resident Director before. In the summers of 2006, 
2008 and 2011 I was the Resident Director of the Study Abroad Program in Berlin. 
 
While you undertake your study at the Summer Academy of the Free University of Berlin 
(FUBiS), I will be your direct contact with the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. My role 
as Resident Director includes monitoring your academic progress in all of your courses, 
as well as your attendance and level of participation; facilitating and mediating in any 
academic issue that arises in your study; and insuring your final grade is properly 
transmitted and recorded as UHM credit. 
 
As an experienced Resident Director, I am also available for counseling and assistance in 
your adjustment to life in a new and different cultural environment. 
 
There are four Study Abroad Center Student Learning Outcomes you are expected to 
reach not only from your coursework, but also from your overall Study Abroad 
experience: 

1) Demonstrate awareness of your own cultural values and biases and how these 
impact your ability to work with others. 

2) Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the population or topic of 
interest in your Study Abroad Program. 

3) Communicate appropriately and effectively with diverse individuals and groups 
4) Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for 

disparate viewpoints. 
 
We will approach these outcomes for all UHM Berlin Study Abroad participants in three 
ways: 

1) Journals in which you reflect on your Intercultural Encounters during your stay in 
Berlin. Entries can take many forms: traditional text, drawings, illustrations, clips 
from the local press, postcards, museum brochures, métro maps etc.—as long as 
they are accompanied by some written comment on their significance. Your 
journal entries can be uploaded to your Laulima dropbox, or handed in. You can 
comment about your classes, excursions, homestay, cultural discoveries, 
gastronomic exploration, and other observations. Since this is your journal, it 
should reflect your personality. Plan on a minimum of two pages or its equivalent, 
submitted each Monday, beginning with the second week. 



2) Two photo or video essays. (Bring a camera or smart phone!) You’ll work on 
these throughout the program. One will display “things” you discover that are 
unique in German or Berlin culture. The other will reflect people, with a theme of 
what we have in common across culture. (Think of the UH motto: “Above All 
Nations, Humanity.”) Each essay should include at least five (5) images. These 
can also be uploaded to your Laulima dropbox or handed in. They will be due at 
the end of the third and fifth weeks. 

3) Group meetings. These are mandatory meetings of all of us to discuss the high- 
and low-lights of our experiences. We’ll share discoveries and experiences and 
look for signs of culture shock, assimilation, what makes us laugh, what makes us 
upset, and what makes us wonder. We’re all in this together, so let’s talk about it. 
There will be 2-3 of these, scheduled once we are in Berlin and all our courses, 
etc. are coordinated. My suggestion would be that we meet at a different 
(affordable) restaurant each time, and that different students are in charge of 
choosing the restaurants and making the reservations. 

 
The degree to which you achieve these learning outcomes will have a direct impact on 
your final grade(s), as they will be entered by the Study Abroad Center. Here’s how they 
will be evaluated: 
 
Study Abroad Berlin 2018: Student Learning Outcome Assessment Rubric 
 
Learning 
Outcomes 

Below Expectation Satisfactory Exceptional 

Demonstrate awareness 
of your own cultural 
values and biases and 
how these impact your 
ability to work with 
others. 

Fails to submit 
regular journal 
entries, or entries 
lack meaningful 
intercultural 
interactions. 

Submits regular 
journal entries that 
include self-reflection 
on cultural learning 
through immersive 
experiences. 

Journal entries show 
insights into personal 
and communication 
styles that affect 
meaningful culture 
learning. 

Demonstrate 
knowledge of diversity 
with a focus on the 
population or topics of 
interest in your Paris 
Study Abroad Program. 

Fails to participate 
in photo essay 
submissions. 

Submits images that 
reflect both 
uniqueness of host 
culture, and human 
interactions that 
transcend cultural 
boundaries. 

Incisive images that 
show more closeness 
than distance to 
subjects, and the use of 
camera as a research 
tool. 

Communicate 
appropriately and 
effectively with diverse 
individuals and groups. 

Poor attendance, 
participation in 
Study Abroad 
Berlin programs, 
including 
excursions. 

Regular attendance 
and active 
participation in Study 
Abroad Paris 
programs. 

Applies classroom and 
excursion learning to 
everyday living 
experiences. 

Demonstrate an 
increased capacity to 
analyze issues with 
appreciation for 
disparate viewpoints. 

Fails to respond to, 
and participate in, 
group meetings. 

Responds to group 
discussions and 
comments 
analytically on 
response of others. 

Regularly initiates 
discussions with 
original questions and 
observations. 

 




