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Dia daoibh! While you undertake your studies at UCD, I will be your direct contact with the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. My role as Resident Director includes monitoring your academic 
progress as well as your attendance and level of participation, facilitating and mediating in any 
academic issue that arises in your study, and insuring your final grade is properly transmitted and 
recorded as UHM credit.  
 
 
As someone who grew up in Dublin, I'm also available for advice on your adjustment to life in a 
new and different cultural environment.  
 
 
I will be available most mornings on campus for individual meetings (I expect to have an office in 
the Economics department located in the Newman Building), and we will arrange several group 
get-togethers once the program schedule is set. These can be both social and informational 
gatherings. Since a number of family work in the medical field in Dublin, we'll work in as many 
nursing and medicine-related gatherings as possible. 
  
 
We will also be undertaking some experiential learning beyond your classes and excursions to 
insure we all meet the Student Learning Outcomes of the Study Abroad Center:  
 
 
1. Demonstrate awareness of your own cultural values and biases and how these impact your 
ability to work with others.  
 
 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the population or topic of interest in 
your Study Abroad program.  
 
 
3. Communicate appropriately and effectively with diverse individuals and groups.  
 
 
4. Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for disparate 
viewpoints.  
 
 
  



We'll accomplish these Student Learning Outcomes through:  
 

1. Keeping an Evernote journal of your intercultural observations. This online journal can 
include text, photos, videos, drawings, articles from local newspapers or magazines, poetry 
- it's your journal, so you can express it in your own style. You may share it with other 
participants online, or you may keep it personal and share it only with me.  

 
2. Two photo essays. (Bring a camera or your smartphone!) You'll work on these throughout 

the program. One will display "things" you discover that are unique in Irish culture. The 
other will reflect people, with a theme of what we have in common across cultures. These 
photo essays will be shared online among all participants via the UHM Laulima site. Some 
of these discussions will be directed by questions from me. You are welcome, of course, 
to initiate a discussion based on one of your own intercultural discoveries.  

 
3. A day trip to Belfast. Belfast is a unique city with a long and complicated history. It is 

probably one of the best places in the world to study how two communities with very 
disparate viewpoints can learn to live in harmony with each other. 

 
 
 
 
  



Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Rubric 
 
Learning Outcomes  Below 

Expectation  
Satisfactory  Exceptional  

1.Demonstrate 
awareness of your own 
cultural values and 
biases and how these 
impact your ability to 
work with others.  

Fails to submit 
regular journal 
entries, or entries 
lack meaningful 
intercultural 
comparisons.  

Submits regular 
journal entries that 
include self-reflection 
on cultural learning 
though immersive 
experiences.  

Journal entries show 
insights into personal 
and communication 
styles that affect 
meaningful culture 
learning.  

2.Demonstrate 
knowledge of diversity 
with a focus on the 
population or topic of 
interest in your Study 
Abroad program.  

Fails to participate 
in photo essay 
submissions.  

Submits images that 
reflect both 
uniqueness of host 
culture, and human 
interactions that 
transcend cultural 
boundaries.  

Incisive images that 
show more closeness 
than distance to 
subjects.  

3.Communicate 
appropriately and 
effectively with diverse 
individuals and groups.  

Poor attendance, 
participation in 
UCD programs, 
including 
excursions.  

Regular attendance 
and active 
participation in UCD 
programs.  

Applies classroom and 
excursion learning to 
everyday living 
experiences.  

4.Demonstrate an 
increased capacity to 
analyze issues with 
appreciation for 
disparate viewpoints.  

Fails to respond to, 
and participate in, 
online discussions.  

Responds to online 
discussion questions 
and comments 
analytically on 
responses of others.  

Regularly initiates 
discussions with 
original questions and 
observations  

 


