
Student Monitoring and Experiential Learning Plan 

 

Dear Student: welcome to the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo and to Mendoza! I am your resident 

director and will be your primary faculty liaison with the University of Hawai`i at Manoa. I teach in 

the political science department at Manoa and have previously served as the resident director of 

UH’s study abroad program in London. I look forward to getting to know you over the next 6 

weeks, and to help make this summer an exciting, enriching and learning experience for you. 

My responsibilities are (a) to ensure that you are fulfilling your academic responsibilities (attendance, 

turning your assignments in on time, participating in all the activities involved in the program); (b) to 

assist with any issues that may arise with either your studies or on personal matters during this time; 

(c) to ensure that your final grades are correctly reported and that you get the right credits on your 

UH transcript for the work you do here; and (d) to help you achieve the personal and academic 

goals you set for yourself when you applied to be part of this program. As someone who has been a 

faculty member at UH for 28 years now and as someone who was once a Study Abroad student 

himself in the (very) distant past, I hope I can use some of my skills and experience to ease your 

transition into Argentina and help you make the most of your time here. 

I believe that while social media (e-mail and text) can ensure that we stay in contact with each other, 

there is no substitute for face-to- face meetings. During the very first week of the program, I will 

meet personally with each of you. After that, I will be available every week-day morning for two 

hours at the University. These office hours are occasions when you can just drop in to my office. In 

addition, you can contact me via text or email in the event of an emergency or if you need to set up 

an appointment to meet outside of those hours. I am hopeful that other activities planned by the 

UNC will be occasions for us to interact as well. 

Be assured that your welfare is my primary concern during this time and I will make myself available 

as soon as you let me know that you wish to see or get in touch with me for any reason. 

While my discipline is Political Science (and within that International Relations with a focus on 

Economic Development), I am a firm believer in writing as a form of both acquiring knowledge and 

retaining it. When I last directed a study abroad program, I had my students maintain a personal 

narrative or record of their experiences week-by- week. I encouraged them to be creative, reflective, 

and honest – and think of it as an entry into a time-capsule that they may open many years or even 

decades after their London semester. In similar vein, I will have you write three separate (two-page 

minimum) essays – one at the end of your first week, the second at the mid-point, and the third at 

the end of the term- in which you will reflect on your academic and extra-academic experiences in 

Mendoza. You may include photographs or videos in your submissions – or other media and 

creative genres as well. The creativity, seriousness and comprehensiveness that you bring to these 3 

“essays” (defined broadly) will give me a good sense of how you are doing in, and how much you 

are getting out of, your study abroad experience. 

Specifically, I will be looking out for your exposition of issues such as (a) your first impressions of a 

different campus, city and country; (b) a growing awareness of the distinctiveness of the place in 

which you are sojourning; (c) your deeper understanding, as a result, of the place you call home; (d) 



your own ability to come to grips with an academic and social environment very different from one 

you are used to and the inevitable challenges that adjusting to this involves; (e) what it feels like to be 

in a context where everyone around is fluent in a language that you are still working on (an issue 

which your resident advisor is going to experience even more intensely); (f ) the reactions evoked by 

your being from Hawai`i – a place that is synonymous with paradise and the good life; and (g) what 

it means to be an “American” abroad, especially in a country and a continent that has long had a 

love/hate relationship with the US. 

 

I understand some portions of these essays may be deeply personal, or involve some of the other 

participants in the program. Hence, while I encourage all of you to share your essays on Laulima, if 

you wish to keep them purely between you and me, that is fine as well. 

The seriousness, detail, and self-reflexivity of these three essays will help me evaluate how you are 

doing on your study abroad program. I see my own evaluation of your essays as supplementary to 

the Universidad Nacional de Cuyo’s evaluation of your academic work: it will influence your final 

grade at the margins.  

To be specific: three excellent essays for me may well convince me to push your grade up from an A 

minus to A, for example; non-submission or perfunctory essays will force me to downgrade you 

significantly, possibly all the way to an F if you miss submitting more than one essay. I am hoping 

that you will all realize that these essays are a real-time record of your experiences at a significant 

moment in your lives, and that you will treat them with the seriousness they deserve. 


