
2017 Konan Summer Study Abroad Program:  Japanese 258 and 259 (6 credits) 
 

Course Student Learning Objectives  (University of Hawai’i at Mānoa Study Abroad Center) 

Upon completion of a course students will achieve at least one of the following objectives and be able to: 

1. Demonstrate awareness of own cultural values and biases and how these impact their ability to work with others. 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the population or topic of interest in the specific Study Abroad 

program. 
3. Communicate appropriately and effectively with diverse individuals and groups. 
4. Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for disparate viewpoints. 

  
 Japanese 258 and 259 are second-year language courses that focus on oral communication.  A 
student will be able to fulfill the two-year foreign language requirement for most majors upon 
satisfactory completion of these courses.  Through this six-week program, students will be able to 
improve their ability to communicate appropriately and effectively in various social situations (SLO #3).  
Students will develop skills to cope in unfamiliar and challenging situations.  Students will also be able 
to demonstrate an awareness of their own cultural values and biases and recognize the value of a 
foreign (i.e. Japanese) culture (SLO #1).  Students will begin to understand and accept that alternate 
viewpoints and behaviors may be based on cultural differences.  
 
 I would like to have students submit three journal assignments (in English) that focus on a 
particular aspect of their study abroad experience.  Based on the above SLOs, the topics will primarily 
be language-based and culture-based topics, and through these topics students may assess their own 
personal development and self-awareness, and whether they have achieved their original goals for 
study abroad. 
 

Experiential Learning Plan for 2017 
 
A.  Three journal assignments, to be submitted to the Laulima dropbox by 3 p.m. on the specified due 
date.  Points will be deducted for late submissions. 
 
Journal assignment #1 (due date:  May 29, 2017)  [before departure]  20.0 points   
 

Anticipation! 
 
v Why did you decide to participate in this study abroad program?   
v What do you hope to gain from this experience?  List your top three goals and how you plan to 
 accomplish them during the program.  Be as specific as possible. 
v What aspects of study abroad, if any, pose a concern for you?  Be as specific as possible. 
 
 
Journal assignment #2 (due date:  June 13, 2017)     25.0 points   
 

I Survived! 
 
You’ve survived the first week of classes and homestay!  Describe some things that surprised you-- 
 
v about the language that you hear at home and in school; 
v about your host family; 



v about daily life in a Japanese university 
 
v Have you felt confused or uncomfortable about anything so far?   
 
 
Journal assignment #3 (due date:  June 22, 2017)     25.0 points   
 

In the groove! 
 
You are now midway through the program and have established a daily routine that revolves around 
classes, new friends, exploring the surroundings, and just plain having fun. 
 
v  Describe the most interesting and meaningful experience(s) you have had so far.   
v What differences have you observed between American and Japanese college students and why 
 do you think such differences exist?  Provide specific examples such as differences in dress, 
 mannerisms, interactions with others, and language usage. 
 
 
One-on-One Oral Interview in Japanese (to be scheduled towards the last week of the program)  30 points  
 

Winding down 
 
Your study will culminate in a one-on-one interview with me in Japanese.  As your stay comes to an 
end, think about your original goals and to what extent you were able to accomplish them.  How 
successful were you? 
 
Be prepared to talk about your overall experience in Japanese. * 
 
v Has your perception of Japanese people and culture changed?  Explain. 
v What kinds of strategies did you develop to overcome language-based challenges? 
v What did you learn about yourself?   
v Talk about the highlight(s) of your stay in Japan. 
 
*  I will provide a set of sample questions in Japanese in advance for your reference. 
 
------------------------------------ 
Grading criteria: Each assignment will be graded holistically.   
Journal entries: 20  + 25 + 25 = 70.0 points 
Final Oral Interview:                           30.0 points 
[rubric to follow]              100.0  total 
 
Office hours:  tbd* 
Email:    hirate@hawaii.edu 
Telephone: tba 
 
*I would like to meet with each student on an individual basis at least twice (including pre-departure and 
final oral interview) during the program for approximately 10-15 minutes each time.  I will also make 
myself available on a regular basis (tbd) in the Ajisai Room for consultation and/or questions. 


