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SPAN 361 • Spanish Literature I - Andalucía edition
3 credits • Pre.: SPAN 301, or SPAN 310, or consent (DL)
Spring 2020 • Sevilla, España

With the city of  Sevilla as our adopted home for several months, we will explore it’s streets and 
neighborhoods both on foot and through the writings of  well know Spanish authors. In our 
journey, we will travel though sections of  Sevilla following the foot steps of  Miguel de Cervantes’s 
bandits Rinconete and Cortadillo, and Tirso de Molina’s don Juan. Our goal, then will be to 
learn and understand of  some key characteristics of  contemporary Spanish society and culture, 
and it is reflected in it’s national literature. At the same time, we will work on developing skills to 
interpret literature and comprehend how writers fictionalize their environment and have 
transcended time and space. To round our knowledge, we will broaden exploration beyond 
Andalucía through literary texts as well as cultural visits and excursions.

All students enrolled in the course should commit to be active participants and engage with the 
assigned readings, class discussions, cultural visits, and excursions. An integral pat of  any study 
abroad experience is an open attitude toward learning and experiencing a new culture, language, 
culture, gastronomy, and lifestyle. Attendance and active participation during class and 
excursions are therefore essential and expected. Grades will be based on daily class participation, 
assignments in and outside of  class, and a final evaluation as outlined in the class schedule below.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students who successfully complete this course will:

• acquire a working knowledge of  medieval and early modern Spain as presented in its 
literature with particular focus in the region of  Andalucía (through reading assignments, 
lectures, and study prompts);

• distinguish how literature represented the relationships among the various social, racial, 
religious and cultural groups with particular attention to the region of  Andalucía and its 
muslim, jew, and christian past (through readings, lectures, and cultural visits);

• identify and categorize some of  the most relevant icons of  Spanish literature with particular 
focus on Andalucía and near by regions (through reading assignments, examinations, essays, 
and cultural visits);

• demonstrate the ability to read and interpret literature in Spanish (through reading 
assignments, lectures, study prompts, essays, and exams);

• build Spanish language skills in all areas of  communication: reading, writing and speaking 
(through readings, essays, class participation, and daily interaction with host families and life 
in Sevilla).

Professor: 
Office hours
and contact
information: 

Benito Quintana
By appointment • email: benitoq@hawaii.edu
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Expectations and policies

Preparation: In order to fully participate in this course and improve your Spanish language 
skills you need to be prepared when you come to class by completing ahead of  time the 
assigned readings, exercises, activities, etc. Expect and plan accordingly to dedicate at 
least 5 hours a week outside of  class to prepare and complete the assignments.

Participation and attendance: Attendance is essential in this class.

If  you are not in class you cannot participate and improve. Participation is evaluated daily 
and involves more than simply being silently present in the room. If  you miss a class or 
never engage in the activities and discussions you will miss this grade. If  you have to miss 
a class make sure you consult the syllabus and talk to your classmates to find out what you 
missed. And most important: come prepared for the next class session (including the 
handouts or homework that might be due that day!). As an essential aspect of  this course, 
it is expected that all communication during class be conducted in Spanish.

Please be respectful of  others by arriving on time and turn off  all of  your electronic 
accessories (phones, tablets, etc.). The use of  telephones and other internet connected 
devices and social network applications is not allowed unless specifically indicated by the 
instructor (in other words, no texting, YouTubing, WhatsApping, Instagramming, Face 
Booking, Tweeting, Pintresting, Tindering, etc.). If  I see you are engaged in said activities, 
you will loose all your participation points for that day.

Late arrivals and early departures will interrupt the learning experience of  others and will 
count against you in your participation grade. You are allowed to use your laptop or tablet 
to take notes, just make sure you speaker volume is muted and that you are not engaged 
in social media activities as described above as you will loose your participation points.

Keep in mind that smart phones and phablets (over-sized phones) are not a viable 
alternative to read assigned homework. You will need to use at the very least a tablet 
(aprox. 7” screen or lager) or print out the assignment.

Assignments: Late work will not be accepted. Technology failures are not a valid excuse for 
turning in late work. Make sure you prepare your work well in advance to prevent 
problems. If  you know of  other academic activities that will prevent you from turning in 
your work on time, make sure to let me know so that we can make proper arrangements 
to turn in your work.

It is of  outmost importance that you always cite in all of  your assignments (oral or 
written) the sources of  information you gather through the internet or paper based books, 
etc. Not doing so is a case of  plagiarism and will be dealt with as indicated in the section 
on Academic Dishonesty below. Remember: just because you googled it and found it for 
“free” it doesn’t mean you can freely copy and paste it into your work or paper without 
acknowledging the source and the person(s) that created said work. This also applies to 
pay sites (a.k.a term paper mills) that offer research papers and other resources not 
normally available to non-subscribers.
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General Description of Assignments

Due dates are in the schedule below. Specific details will be given through handouts or posted in 
Laulima as needed.

Written Work

Worksheets: Throughout the semester you will be asked to complete several worksheets. Some 
will be completed or started in-class, others will be assigned as homework. Cues and 
questions for these worksheet will focus on a variety of  literary analysis techniques, some 
of  which will required you to conduct small informal research activities that will take into 
account your surroundings (your host family, your neighborhood where you live, etc.) as 
well as our cultural visits, while others will require close reading and a critical analysis 
about plot and characters, close reading, and essay questions. Worksheets assigned as 
homework can be completed by hand. All worksheets must be turned in on their assigned 
date to receive credit. Late worksheets will not be accepted.

Mini informes: As part of  your oral presentations, you will need to turn in a short (3-4 page) 
paper where you give greater details on the topic you are presenting. More information 
on these short papers will be in Laulima.

Final project: You are responsible for a creating a final project. The project can take many 
different shapes (a  multimedia presentation, photographic journal, term paper, etc.). In 
all cases, however, the professor must approve the ideas and format you plan to use. The 
project must also have a short written component (a paper, essentially) where you discuss 
the details of  your project, justifications, and have a clearly delineated research 
component to it. As part of  this final project you will need to turn in a polished draft for 
feedback, review, and critique (during student-teacher conferences toward the end of  the 
semester).

Exams: There will be one midterm exam and a final comprehensive exam. Exams must be 
taken in class as scheduled in the course calendar (see bellow). No exams will be given 
early or late so please arrange your travel plans accordingly.

Oral Work

Student presentation: Students will conduct two (2) brief  research reports: 1) each student 
will study a Spanish literary author and give an oral summary in class (5 minute limit). 
Dates for this presentation are assigned in the calendar; 2) each student will make a mini-
research report on a key historical event or literary concept (5 minute limit). A signup 
sheet will be passed during the second week of  the semester for the second presentation. I 
will then assign the topics to you and give you a copy. There are no makeup opportunities 
if  you somehow miss you assigned date for the presentation. Both presentations will 
require that you also turn in a more detailed version of  your presentation (mini informes, 
see above) the same day you are presenting. Details will be posted in Laulima.

Unless I indicate otherwise, all written work turned in in hard copy (paper) must be legible, 
printed using 12 point Courier o Courier New font (this quirk is primarily for practical 
purposes to facilitate marking and feedback), on white 8.5” x 11” paper, and closely follow the 
most recent MLA guidelines. Please consult the examples posted in Laulima. Written work turned 
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in with multiple hand corrections, will not be graded and will receive a zero.

Textbooks and Other Resources
SPAN 361 course e-reader. You will required a tablet with at least a 7” screen.
Grade Components

Academic Dishonesty

I treat academic dishonesty very seriously.
Students should familiarize themselves with The University of Hawaiʻi Student Conduct Code 
Policies found here: http://studentaffairs.manoa.hawaii.edu/policies/conduct_code/.
All forms of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to cheating and plagiarism will not be 
tolerated in this course.
Ignorance of details of the Student Conduct Code Policies are not an excuse for acts of academic 
dishonesty of any kind.
Acts of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F in the assignment and possibly even in the 
course, as well as possible further disciplinary actions as described in The Student Conduct Code 
Policies.
Unless I indicate otherwise, all work done for class (written assignments, oral presentations, 
quizzes, exams, etc.) must be prepared in their entirety by the person whose name appears on it. 
Any information gathered from any source—including the Internet—and used in an assignment 
must be correctly acknowledged and cited. Not doing so constitutes a case of plagiarism and will 
be subjected to sanctions.

Written Work

Worksheets (6 x 10 pts./ea.)

Final Project (1 x 100 pts.)

Mini informes (2 x 10 pts./ea.)

Oral Work

 In-class presentation (2 x 10 pts./ea.)

Attendance • Participation • Discussion

Exams

Midterm

Final

Total

10 %

20 %

10 %

15 %

15 %

15 %

15 %

100%
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Grade Cutoff

UH Mānoa provides several supporting and confidential services for students such as the KOKUA 
Program (808-956-7511 or 808-956-7612 [voice/text]; Queen Liliʻuokalani Center for Student 
Services room 013), and the UHM Counseling Center (808-956-7927; http://manoa.hawaii.edu/
counseling/).

Note: As the official calendar for Spring 2020 in Seville has not been establish at this point, the 
following schedule is tentative and subject to change.

Horario de clase

A+ 100.1
A 95
A- 90

B+ 88
B 85
B- 80

C+ 78
C 75
C- 70

D+ 68
D 65
D- 60

F 59-0

Qualified students with disabilities needing appropriate academic adjustments should 
contact me as soon as possible to ensure your needs are met in a timely manner. 
Handouts are available in alternative accessible formats upon request.

I consider this classroom to be a place where you will be treated with respect. All 
members of  this class are expected to contribute to a respectful, welcoming and 
inclusive environment for every other member of  the class. 

Fecha
Week 1
semana 1

Week 2
semana 2

Temas 
Introducción al 
curso
Panorama histórico 
y literario de 
España

Cantos a los héroes 
históricos: un viaje 
hacia el Poema de 
mio Cid

Leer
Plan de estudios 
(syllabus)
Picon Garfield y 
Schulman, “Capítulo I: 
¿Qué es literatura?”

Labanyi, 
“Multilingualism and 
porous borders”
Mujica, ”El 
Romancero”

Labanyi 
“Multilingualism”

Corridos y Romances

Escribir

Worksheet # 0 
due

Presentar
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Week 3 
semana 3

Week 4
semana 4

Week 5
semana 5

Week 6
semana 6

La poesía épica y 
los fundamentos 
del héroe

El Poema de mio Cid

Conciencia y 
propósito de la 
literatura: los 
ejemplos dulces y 
útiles

Literatura y 
espiritualidad

Los orígenes de la 
alcahueta

El bajo mundo de 
España I: viejas, 
brujas, prostitutas y 
nobles

Labanyi, pp. 16-17 (R)

“La Edad Media 
española”
Escuchar fragmento del 
Poema de mio Cid en 
Laulima

PMC “Cantar primero”
PMC “Cantar de las 
bodas de las hijas del 
Cid” y “Cantar de la 
afrenta de Corpes” y 
“El triunfo del Cid
Mujica, “Don Juan 
Manuel” p. 28 (R)

Don Juan Manuel, 
Conde Lucanor. Ejemplos 
XI y XXXV
Alfonso X, El Sabio 
Cantigas de Santa María

Berceo, Milagros de 
nuestra Señora
Mujica, “Juan Ruiz, 
Arcipreste de Hita”

Labanyi, pp. 75-78

Juan Ruiz, Libro de Buen 
Amor
Labanyi, p. 17

Fernando de Rojas: 
Tragicomedia de Calisto y 
Melibea. (Celestina)
Rojas, Celestina

Rojas, Celestina

Worksheet # 1 
due

Worksheet # 2 
due

Worksheet # 3 
due

Alfonso X

Marqués de 
Santillana

Jorge Manrique

Don Juan 
Manuel

Gonzalo de 
Berceo

Juan Ruiz

Fernando de 
Rojas

Teresa de 
Cartagena
Jordi de Sant 
Jordi
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Week 7
semana 7

Week 8
semana 8

Week 9
semana 9

Week 10
semana 
10

Week 11
semana 
11
Week 12
semana 
12

Week 13
semana 
13

Week 14
semana 
14
Week 15

El bajo mundo de 
España II: El 
pícaro

Midterm Exam
La limpieza de 
sangre en la 
sociedad española 
del siglo XVII

El bajo mundo en 
las calles de Sevilla 
del siglo XVII

Semana Santa • no classes

don Juan en Sevilla

Repaso

Feria de Sevilla • no classes 

Final Exams

Labanyi, pp. 47-50

Lazarillo de Tormes 
(Lazarillo)
Lazarillo

Lazarillo

Mujica, “Miguel de 
Cervantes”)

Labanyi, pp. 13-15 (R)

Cervantes, El retablo de 
las maravillas
Cervantes, Rinconete y 
Cortadillo

Cervantes, Rinconete y 
Cortadillo

Cervantes, Rinconete y 
Cortadillo

Mujica, “Tirso de 
Molina”

El burlador de Sevilla 
(Primera Jornada)
El burlador de Sevilla 
(Segunda Jornada)
El burlador de Sevilla 
(Tercera Jornada)

Worksheet # 4 
due

Worksheet # 5 
due

1er borrador del 
proyecto final 
due

Proyecto final 
due

Juan de Mena

Leonor López de 
Córdoba
Gómez 
Manrique

Miguel de 
Cervantes

Lope de Vega

Alonso de Ercilla

Santa Teresa de 
Ávila

Tirso de Molina

Francisco de 
Quevedo
María de Zayas


