
Geography 302 | Global Environmental Issues ‘Climate Change – London’ 
 
Spring 2019 | Study Abroad Program in London, England 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. David W. Beilman, Associate Professor, University of Hawai’i at Mānoa, Department of 
Geography. Office hours: by appointment. 
 
Course Prerequisites: GEOG 101, GG 101, graduate status, or instructor consent. 
 
Course description:  this class we will consider the role of environment in the development of a large urban 
environment, London, England. This course explores the history of the city through the lens of environmental 
change over the last 2000 years of human occupation of the city’s region. Topics include the natural setting 
during the city’s initial development as ‘Londinium’ during the Roman period, through the main changes of 
the city through the first and second millennium AD, to today’s complex range of sensitivity and resilience to 
anthropogenic climate change. The interaction between environmental and cultural change will be explored. 
The course is designed around experiences during four field excursions around the London area (see 
Schedule). 
 
Student learning outcomes: students will 1) gain an understanding of the historical development of urban 
areas, 2) cultivate a long-term perspective in their varied studies and interests, 3) consider the role of the 
natural environment in our daily lives, including in the urban built environment 4) demonstrate awareness of 
personal cultural values and regional biases, 5) demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the 
British Isles or topic of interest in the Study Abroad Program, 6) communicate appropriately and effectively 
with diverse individuals and groups, 7) demonstrate increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation 
for disparate viewpoints. 
 
Readings: London: The Biography. Peter Ackroyd. Anchor Books. Random House, NY. 2003. Additional 
course readings will be assigned during the 11-week semester that will draw upon the primary literature. 
These readings will be provided as pdf files. 
  
Grading: your final grade will be derived from participation points (10%), four short writing assignments 
related to the field excursions (60%) and a final written paper (30%) Participation is mandatory and points 
will be based on class interaction and discussions. 
 
Final project: a written paper on a topic of the student’s interest that relates to environment and changes in 
the London area. A poster forum will occur during the last week (see Schedule). The project will include the 
identification of a research question, and your own analysis. The final project can take other forms 
(websites, video, performance) with prior permission of the instructor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Schedule: the listed exam and assignment schedule listed will be followed in general, but will remain 
flexible and is subject to change as circumstances dictate. It is your responsibility to keep current on the 
covered topics – that means attending class and participating in discussions. 
 
Week Month 2019 Topic 

Week 1 Jan Introduction and overview  
Week 2 Jan From Prehistory to 1066 

Field trip 1 – Westminster Abbey area and the River Thames 
Trip Report 1 

Week 3 Jan The Early Middle Ages 
Week 4 Jan  The Late Medieval City 
Week 5 Feb  Field trip 2 – British Museum | Roman period of London 

Trip Report 2 
Week 6 Feb The Climate and the Weather 
Week 7 Feb  London’s Rivers 
Week 8 Feb  Field trip 3 – Water water everywhere – London Docklands, floods and 

infrastructure resilience 
Trip Report 3 

Week 9 Mar  Pestilence and Flame 
Week 10 Mar  Field trip 4 – Museum of London | St. Giles-In-The-Fields Church – climate, 

Black Death, and 2000 years of London history 
Trip Report 4 

Week 11 Mar  Climate change outlook – London in 2100 
Final paper : date: xxxx 

 
Additional readings:  
Alfieri L et al. 2015. Ensemble flood risk assessment in Europe under high end climate scenarios. Global 

Environmental Change 35: 199-212. 
Capstick & Pidgeon. 2014. What is climate change skepticism? Examination of the concept using a mixed 

method methods study of the UK public. Global Environmental Change 24: 389-401. 
Lee, D.0. 1992. Urban warming?: an analysis of recent trends in London’s heat island.  Weather, 47, 50-56. 
Marsh, T.J. and Monkhouse, P.S. 1996. Drought in the United Kingdom, 1988-92.  Weather, 46 ,365-376. 
Woodworth PL et al. 1999. A review of the trendsobserved in British Isles mean sea-level data measured by 

tide gauges. Geophysical Journal International, 136, 651-670. 
 
Field trips: 
The four field excursions in this course are mandatory. These include half-day trips to Westminster Abbey, 
The British Museum, The London Docklands, the Museum of London and St. Giles-In-The-Fields Church. All 
travel to field locations will be by London Underground. Students may join the instructor for travel to the 
location, or meet at the location. A meeting point will be determined and the instructor and student will meet 
promptly at the meeting time; it is suggested that students become familiar with the meeting point before 
class. Considerate, proper behavior and appropriate attire is required during all field trips (see student 
learning outcomes). 
 
Trip reports: 
Students will prepare short written summaries of the field excursions that explore a topic of their own interest 
in the context of the site visit. Report assignments are designed to assist in summarizing and condensing 
into short writing pieces a complicated set of ideas and explorations. These will include an overview of the 
trip, the concept or idea each student is exploring in the form of a posed question, and an exploaration of 
that question with observations or even data. These will be approx. 1000-1500 words in length and are due 
a week after the field trip.  



 
 
 
GEOG 302: Evaluation criteria for written projects 
Category Below expectation Satisfactory Exceeds expectation Score Comments 
Understandi
ng of topic 

Lacks 
organization  
(0 to 5 points) 

Generally on-
point, clear flow 
(5 to 10)  

Carefully organized. 
(10 to 15) 
  

  

Level of 
thinking 

Only fulfils the 
basics of the 
assignment  
(0 to 5) 

Personal 
opinions/thoug
hts/questions 
are included 
(5 to 10) 

Connects content 
and topic to the place 
in London and/or at 
home. (10 to 15) 
 

  

Originality Somewhat 
shallow 
commentary, only 
surficial 
understanding 
and meaning 
(0 to 5) 

Critical and 
personal 
thought 
(5 to 10)   

Deep critical thinking 
and complex 
personal, individual 
writing ((10 to 15) 
 

  

Style Poor sentence 
and paragraph 
structure 
(0 to 5) 

Clearly written 
with good 
transitions 
(5 to 10) 

Engaging style, easy 
reading 
(10 to 15) 
 

  

Total points 
(out of 60) 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 




