
UPCOMING NEWS
Read about what's new and 
coming at the ICS this 
Spring semester.

"My first week in Spain" by  
Parkland College student,  Savannah  
Weishaar, and "A walk through time 
in Itálica" by  University of Hawaii 
at Manoa student, Christian López.

STUDENT CORNER

.
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CULTURAL VISITS 
AND TRIPS

Cultural Visit to Seville's Alcázar palace.IN OUR MARCH ISSUE:

To view all of our student blogs visit:  ics-seville.org/blogs 

See the different guided 
tours our Spring 
students have taken 
during their first month 
in Seville.

EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITES
Learn all about the 
activities in which our 
students have taken part 
in this month! 

WELCOME WEEK
Hear all about the first 
week of fun organized 
for our students upon 
arrival to their new 
home city.

Visit to the ancient Roman city of Itálica.

http://ics-seville.org/blogs/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1175062279203874
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1175062279203874
http://ics-seville.org/blogs/
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Click here to visit our Facebook for more pictures and details

Spring Semester Welcome Week
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1719460281430735
https://www.facebook.com/588516861191755/photos/a.2113188742057885/2113190555391037/?type=3&theater


 
As the taxi  dropped me off in front of my apartment I  fe lt  a wave of emotions come over me.  With an 
increasing amount of anxiety,  I  rang the apartment I  thought was mine.  I  was greeted by my host s ister 
Paul i  and the fami ly dog Bodhi .  Lucki ly for me,  between the l i tt le Spanish I  knew and the l i tt le Engl ish 
Paul i  knew, she was able to show me around my new home pretty wel l .  However,  between my roommate 
not arr iv ing yet ,  being immersed in a completely different environment,  and a l l  the jet lag I  fe lt  pretty out 
of sorts my f irst day in Spain.  L itt le did I  know I  would have such an amazing week ahead of me! 
 
The next day we had or ientat ion.  My host mother Maria walked me to the ICS — about a ten minute walk.  
I  got more acquainted with other students as wel l  as with the program. After this ,  I  started to become a 
l i tt le more comfortable with my surroundings and my host fami ly .  That evening we went with ICS to a 
restaurant cal led “Los Cien Montaditos” where we enjoyed some typical  “tapas”.   Afterwards,  several  of 
the students went to a bar down the street and continued to get to know one another whi le playing 
foosbal l  and watching a soccer game on TV with lots of locals .    I t  was a great start to the program. 
 
 

My first week in Spain.
STUDENT CORNER:  Savannah Weishaar (Parkland College)
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On Friday morning we walked through the Maria Luisa 
Park as wel l  as the Univers ity of Sevi l la .  I  was amazed by 
the beauty of the Park,  especia l ly  the Plaza de España.  I  
knew I  would be spending a lot of t ime there this 
semester .  And even though I  would not be taking c lasses 
at the Univers ity I  enjoyed the short tour where we got 
to learn the history of the bui ld ing — it  was actual ly the 
largest tobacco factory in Europe at one point!    Each day 
of the f irst week we had different act iv it ies organized 
for us.    We were taken for churros & chocolate,  to see 
the largest wooden structure in the world,  for Flamenco 
and Bel ly dancing and even a cruise down the r iver!  
 
I  am extremely glad that ICS had a whole week of act iv it ies planned for us.  Although it  was a l i tt le t ir ing 
I  got to know the c ity better ,  see some amazing s ites,  and get to know everybody in the program. 
Moving to a different country can be a very diff icult  transit ion.  I  was worr ied about culture shock,  but I  
feel  as though ICS has minimized that substantia l ly  by accompanying us our f irst few days here.  I  feel  a 
lot more comfortable and most of my anxiet ies have been replaced with excitement to see what this 
semester has to offer .  So a lthough I  am l iv ing in a new place,  surrounded by new people,  immersed in a 
new culture — I  def in ite ly think I  have a lso found a new home. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1175062279203874


Goodbye party

The Scottish Highlands
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Scottish White sheep
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 A Walk through time in Itálica.
STUDENT CORNER:  Christian López  University of Hawaii at Manoa)

Students,  administrators,  lend me your ears!  This past 
month,  the ICS took its students on a tr ip through the 
ancient c ity of Itá l ica where we got to explore the ruins 
of a once bust l ing Roman sett lement.  Bath houses,  mosaic 
t i les ,  and cobble stone streets stretch across grass 
covered hi l ls  that l i teral ly  d isappear under the 
neighboring town of Santiponce.  Whi le the Spanish 
government has taken steps to excavate a good port ion 
of this once Beverley Hi l ls-esque neighborhood,  most of 
the c ity is  st i l l  bur ied.  
 
The history of Itá l ica begins around the year 125BC when 
the Roman army invaded the area.  Many soldiers were 
in jured during the long batt le so instead of moving onto 
the next place r ight away,  they decided to setup camp 
and recover.  Wel l ,  that camp turned into a town that 
turned into a thr iv ing c ity ,  which in its heyday held 
around 30,000 inhabitants.  It  was a lso the birthplace of 2 
Roman emperors:  Hadrian and Trojan.  At the top of the 
hi l l ,  seemingly watching over the c ity ,  is  a statue of 
Hadrian.  
 
 
 
 

Our tr ip to Itá l ica was rounded off by fol lowing the 
footsteps of gladiators into the underbel ly of the 3rd 
largest amphitheater in Europe.  Unfortunately for 
v is itors ,  a good 2/3 of the col iseum has been vandal ized,  
looted or used by the Spanish government to bui ld local  
h ighways.  It  d idn’t  stop our students from snapping some 
great pics and f ight ing for honor and glory.  Al l  in a l l ,  
I tá l ica is  an amazing place to step back in t ime and get 
an idea of what being an ancient ar istocrat ic expat 
would’ve been l ike.  For the foodies out there,  be sure to 
v is it  Ventorr i l lo Canario for the best local  meats in the 
area.  

You don’t  have to be an archaeologist to real ize the 
value of going into your backyard and uncovering a 
near ly 2000 year old Roman art ifact .  And yet ,  Spaniards 
l iv ing in the surrounding homes oftentimes dig up 
statues,  mosaics and other ruins.  However,  instead of 
tel l ing somebody about it ,  they’l l  usual ly just cover them 
backup.  When I  spoke to my host mom about it ,  she told 
us that it ’s  because the government could end up taking 
their  land without compensating in any way.  I  guess it ’s  
better to have a secret-ancient-marble-statue-coat- 
hanger than gambl ing on being credited for a new 
histor ical  s ite .  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1661050147271749


VISITING A CITY RICH IN 
HISTORY

Guided tours  by Professor John Boyle

  C U L T U R A L  V I S I T S
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Click on pictures to see Facebook albums.

THE MARÍA LUISA 

PARK
In 1893 María Luisa, the Duchess of 
Montpensier, donated part of her 
private gardens to the city of Seville 
for use as a public park.  With the 
Ibero-American World Fair of 1929 
and the construction of the Plaza de 
España and Plaza de América the 
park became one of Seville's most 
important tourist references.

THE ALCÁZAR 

PALACE
The Alcázar Palace was built by 
Castilian Christians on the site of a 
Muslim residential fortress.  It is a 
preeminent example of Mudéjar 
architecture in the Iberian Peninsula, 
and is universally renowned as one of 
the most beautiful. It is also the 
oldest royal palace still in use in 
Europe.

The city of Itálica, located in the 
outskirts of Seville, was the birthplace 
of the Roman emperors Trajan and 
Hadrian.  Founded in 206 BC, it was one 
of the earliest Roman settlements in 
Spain.  There are remarkable mosaics, 
an impressive amphitheater and 
archeological remains that give more 
than a glimpse of life during the Roman 
Empire.

ANCIENT ROMAN CITY 

 OF ITÁLICA

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2113188742057885
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2125792194130873
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2125792194130873
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2113188742057885
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2136492743060818
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2136492743060818


TRAVELING TO THE TOWN OF 
CÓRDOBA

F I R S T   S P R I N G   S E M E S T E R  D A Y  T R I P

A day spent visiting the Ancient Muslim Mosque, the medieval Jewish 
quarters, and the summer palace of the Catholic Sovereigns in one of 

the most charming towns of Spain.
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Click on pictures to see Facebook album.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2138454936197932
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2138454936197932
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1761405557236207
https://www.facebook.com/pg/The-International-College-of-Seville-588516861191755/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2138454936197932


D U R I N G  T H I S  M O N T H

Extracurricular 
Activities

O U R  S T U D E N T S  T O O K  P A R T  I N  A L L  K I N D S  O F  A C T I V I T I E S !

.  

  S P A N I S H  C O O K I N G  C L A S S E S  

In a festive atmosphere our students have learned 
how to make two of Spain's best known and most 
loved dishes: "Paella" and "Tortilla Española", or 
the Potato Omelette.  

S E A S O N A L  P A R T I E S  

We had a surprise celebration for our students and 
professors with a fresh fruit and chocolate table for 
Valentine's day 

Our students have learned how to dance 
"Sevillanas", a style of Flamenco that is the best 
known folk dance of Spain and the most typical 
dance of the April Fair of Seville! 

F LAMENCO  DANCE  L E S SONS  

F E D E R A T E D  S O C C E R  

What a great turn-out with had for our Soccer 
Training program  in which our students will train 
two days weekly on federated teams with state-of- 
the art facilities, and with coaches and trainers who 
are recognized professionals in their field.   

S ERV I C E  L EARN I NG  &  

I N T ERNSH I P  OPPORTUN I T I E S  

Recognizing the interest many students have in 
reaching out to the wider community by 
participating in social service the ICS works in 
collaboration with the Prodean Foundation. This 
semester our students have signed up to work 
with children who are hospitalized as well as 
those who are underprivileged.  A number have 
begun teaching English at a local school, 
collaborating with a student travel agency, and 
even working as Social Media Managers at the 
ICS!  
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c/ Porvenir, 15 , 41013 Seville , Spain 
Phone: (+34) 95-423-3838 
Email: info@ics-seville.org

Follow us to stay updated and visit our website to 
learn more about our programs!

During this 

month we will 

have a guided visit to 

Seville's Gothic 

Cathedral and an 

overnight visit to the 

beautiful city of 

Granada.   

Cultural 
 Visits & 
Trips. 

We couldn't complete our 

monthly Newsletter with 

mentioning the sudden 

passing of our dear colleague, 

Christine Ervin.  May she rest 

in peace.

Goodbye to our 
dear colleague, 

Christine.

 UPCOMING AT THE ICS 
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