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Fairy Tales and the Pitti Palace:  Worlds of Marvels  
LIT 371 SPRING 2018 
 
Note to Study Abroad :  UHM course equivalent is LLEA 471B: Fantasy and the 
Fantastic (B) Fairies, Devils and Fantasy. This is a 400-level course (note that LdM 
does not use 400 numbers). O-focus for UHM students will be requested.  See O-focus 
handout with student instructions and grading categories in the Appendix, p. 40. 
 
Day:  time. x, x Prof. Kathryn Hoffmann 
Credit hours:    3 
Contact hours:  45 
Additional costs:  approx. 70  Euro (details at point 10) 
 
Teacher contact/availability: available to see students individually by appointment 
after class xx- xx  pm.  Contact the professor at: hoffmann@hawaii.edu 
. 
 
 
1 - DESCRIPTION 
An interdisciplinary approach to marvel in fairy tales and fantasy literature from Italy (Basile, 
Straparola, Tarchetti and Calvino) and France (Perrault, d'Aulnoy, and Lubert) and themes of 
wonder and the exotic in the collections of the Pitti Palace and Boboli Gardens. 
 From the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries, fairy tales in Italy and France filled 
with crystal tunnels, slippers, and grottoes, Girls, some victims of their mothers' desires for fairy 
parsley or fruit are condemned to slumber in crystal caskets, flown to fairy towers by diamond-
collared dragons, or are transformed into half-whales, cats and monkeys. Wealthy readers of 
those tales in Italy and France inhabited equally exuberantly worlds of marvel. Dragons wound 
themselves around the stems of wine glasses,  jeweled sphinxes perched on the edges of 
platters and tureens, and nautilus shells become ostriches, and shells take the shape of people. 
Fairy-tale princes distribute lemons at the ball, and readers of those tales consumed the exotic 
in the form of the lemon sorbet, orangeade, coffee, tea, chocolate and turkey with raspberries. 
Courtiers had or visited menageries in Versailles and in the Boboli Gardens filled with the birds 
and monkeys,  lions, giraffes, rhinoceroses and hippopotami.  Literary fairy tales were born in a 
world of marvel where literature, art, the decorative arts, collecting practices and the practices of 
making knowledge of the natural world intersected. 
    The Pitti Palace is the ideal place for students to study the intersection of literary and 
material marvel. The students will become Friends of the Pitti Palace or Friends of the Uffizi so 
that the collections of the Museo degli Argenti (Silver museum), the porcelain museum and the 
Boboli Gardens can be visual resources usable throughout the entire semester.  Depending on 
the membership, students may also have access to special lectures, announcements of shows, 
etc.  Part of the project is for students to become involved with and engage with one of the 
important palace museums in Italy and with the city of Florence.  Course will conclude with a 
student symposium presenting their work. 
 Note on the student symposium.  Pending approval of LdM, my plan is for students to do 
a final public formal oral presentation of selected details of their research, open to other LdM 
students and to the Friends of the Pitti Palace, given in a larger space, such as main LdM 
building conference room. This would be in keeping with final presentations in classes such as 
dance, art, fashion, photography, etc., where students demonstrate their accomplishments. This 
would be a public presentation of student research, making students see the real effect of an O-
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focus (they can present) and truly demonstrating to the community of Florence students' 
engagement with Florence. I am a member of the Friends of the Pitti and I think they would be 
very pleased to see this kind of engagement from our students. 
 *Note: under the new association of museums in 2016, the Friends of the Uffizi also 
permits entrance into the Pitti Palace and Boboli gardens.  I will choose the membership that 
works the best for the students and the class.  The current Friends of the Uffizi membership 
prices: 40 Euro for students under 25; 60 Euro for adults.  I will check with the Friends of the 
Pitti (of which I am a member) as well.	
 
2 - OBJECTIVES, GOALS and OUTCOMES 
Students will  

• be able to identify and analyze works by major writers of imaginative literature including 
fairy tales and the fantastic in Italy (Straparola, Basile, Calvino and Tarchetti and some 
French writers of fairy tales (Perrault , D'Aulnoy, and Lubert) 

• actively engage with the culture of Florence by becoming supporters of the Pitti Palace 
and visiting it in class and independently to complete projects 

• engage in interdisciplinary work by moving beyond disciplinary limits to see ways in 
which works of literature and works from the arts, the decorative arts, gardens, etc. can 
be analyzed and discussed 

•  develop the kind of individual active learning experiences that can occur only in a study 
abroad context. Students will actively expand the course topic by producing their own 
interdisciplinary research, using a combination of the following: the Pitti Palace 
collections; other museums or sites they may visit during their stay that complement their 
learning; related readings or visual and historical material available on the internet, such 
as (for example), period cookbooks, the histories of the menagerie, of jewels, porcelain, 
festivals new foods introduced into Italy in the 16th and 17th centuries, etc. 

• record, organize their individual interdisciplinary learning experiences  in the form of a 
journal of experiences/research  

• share their individual learning experiences and research orally in several modes:  a) 
topic-specific guided conversations (partner and small group); b) mini-presentations in 
class of ongoing research and discoveries (3-5 minutes, with illustrations); c) a formal 
presentation. Oral presentations/conversations are designed to develop/increase 
students' ability to: 1) converse on academic material; 2) present clearly, with poise and 
developing assurance; 3) integrate oral and visual presentations for maximum effect; 4) 
develop effective presentation techniques. See the oral-focus handout. 

• seek to teach the teacher something new. 

The course is held in English. Students may do the major readings of Italian works in either English or 
Italian (see point 9). 
	
3 - PREREQUISITES 
This is a non-introductory interdisciplinary course in the fields of literature, art, history. Student 
must have a previous literature course or history course (in any area of historical study, 
including but not restricted to history, social history, art history, museum history etc.). On the 
first day, students will be asked to indicate previous work in literature or history. 
 
4 – METHOD 
This class involves lecture, image presentations, group discussion and student presentations.  
Lectures and discussions are based on the readings, on material and images that will be 
presented in class, and on material encountered on-site in class visits. Students must complete 
all assigned readings before class so that we can discuss them. Course will incorporate some 
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site visits as part of classes. Other visits will be done outside of class with the professor or 
independently. Readings will be done in English. Some of the major readings may be done in 
Italian instead, at the option of the student. See point 9. 
 
 
5 - ASSESSMENT 
During the semester, students will be evaluated through: 
Written Research journal:  30% 
The research journal is a chronicle of independent research in person (museums, churches, 
monuments, etc.)  and on the internet.  It will be presented both in written form and oral form in 
short presentations of selected topics. Research guidelines given out on day 1. 
Written journal, with illustrations, submitted as a Word docx or pdf. 
 
Written components of exams: 20% 
Midterm exam:  written component (10%). Note that there is a midterm oral presentation in 
weeks 6-7 that counts additionally counts for 5% of the final grade--see oral category.    
Final exam: written component (10%). Note that there is a final oral presentation in weeks 14-15 
that additionally counts for 25% of the final grade--see oral category. See point 6 below. 
 
Oral graded activities and exam components: 50% 
Class participation (daily) and guided conversations (4) = 10%  
Oral presentations: weeks 2, 6-7, and 10:  15% 
Formal oral presentation, weeks 14-15:  25% 
. 
 
6 - EXAMS 
Written exams will cover: assigned readings, class lectures/material presented in class 
(including images and presentations by students), and material seen on class trips. Written 
format will include identifications and short-answers. Note that there are mandatory oral 
presentations based on your own research to be presented throughout the semester and 
specifically at the midterm and final periods and that these oral presentations will determine a 
significant part of your grade (see point 5 and separate Oral handout). Remember that the date 
of the final exam can NOT be changed for any reason, so please organize your personal 
schedule accordingly. 
 
7 - EVALUATION and GRADING SYSTEM 
  
30%  research journal 
20%  written midterm and final exams  
10%   class participation and conversations 
15%  short oral presentations 
25%   final oral presentation for student symposium 
 
Following grading system will be observed: 
0 - 59 = F,        60 - 69 = D,      70 - 72 = C-,     73 - 76 = C,      77 - 79 = C+, 
80 - 82 = B-,     83 - 86 = B,     87 - 89 = B+,     90 - 92 = A-,     93 - 100 = A 
 
 
8 - ATTENDANCE and BEHAVIOUR 
Mandatory attendance is a primary requirement for a responsible learning experience at LdM. 
Please note that: 
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• if the student misses THREE classes, the Final grade will be lowered by one full letter 
grade. 

• If more than THREE classes are missed, the final grade will be “F” and NO credits will 
be given for this course. 

• It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of his or her absences and to catch up 
on any missed work due to absences or lateness. 

 
Punctuality is mandatory. Students must arrive in class on time: any lateness, leaving class 
during the lesson without notice, not showing up on time after the break, or leaving earlier, will 
impact the participation grade and the Final Grade. Three late arrivals or equivalent (10 minutes 
or more) result in one absence on the attendance count. Missing half a lesson or more will be 
considered as one full absence. 
 
Make-up classes are always mandatory since part of the course program. 
If a class occasionally creates conflict with another class, the student is required to inform 
both instructors in advance. The instructors will then share a written excuse for the class 
going to be missed. 
 
Students may NOT keep cell phones or Blackberry systems switched on during class. If your 
cell phone rings or noise is heard from any electronic device, you will be assigned a special 
presentation to be done in the next class. 
Laptop computers may be used for note taking only and with the professor’s prior permission.  
Wireless internet may not be switched on during classes. Use of a laptop for any reason other 
than taking notes will result in your laptop not being allowed into the classroom again. 
Students are required to behave properly within the school premises. Classrooms are to be left 
in order and clean.  
Academic dishonesty: should issues of academic dishonesty arise (plagiarism, etc.), the 
teacher will refer to the LdM written policy on such matters. 
All students “at risk” of failing will always be alerted by the instructor who will also inform the 
student’s advisor. 
 
Disabilities and special needs. I want my classroom to be accessible and as comfortable as 
possible for anyone with any difference, disability, condition, or special need. If there is 
something I can do to make life easier, please let me know.  Students with learning disabilities 
are required to contact their LdM Advisor or LdM Dean of students. 

For University of Hawaii students: If you feel you need reasonable accommodations 
because of the impact of a disability, please 1) contact the KOKUA Program (V/T) at 956-
7511 or 956-7612 in room 013 of the QLCSS at the University of Hawaii; 2) speak to me 
privately if you wish to discuss your needs.  I will be happy to work with you and the KOKUA 
Program to meet your access needs related to your documented disability. 

 
Academic dishonesty: should issues of academic dishonesty arise (plagiarism and so on), the 
teacher will refer to the LdM written policy on such matters. 
 
 
9 - READINGS & SOURCES 
Required Readings: The packet of required readings may be purchased in Florence at a copy 
shop to be announced on the first day of class.  
 
10 - ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Throughout the course students will spend approx.65-85 Euro as follows: 



Hoffmann	 16	

  Approx. 25 Euro required for mandatory readings (details at point 9) 
 Approx. 40-60  Euro required for visits / trips (details at point 11) 
 
11 - VISITS and TRIPS 
During the semester there will be one visit to the Palazzo Vecchio (courtyard-free) and four 
visits to the Pitti Palace scheduled during the regular class time. This is a museum of worldwide 
importance and fundamental for the course. All visits are mandatory and count as regular 
attendance. Attendance will be taken and students will be working with the professor and/or in 
groups, with specific assignments prepared both in advance and on site. The professor will 
collect the fees (total of [...] Euro) during the second class. Students must keep track of 
their Friends of the Pitti Palace card and bring it for each visit.  Students who forget their 
card at home will not be excused from the class that day; you will be required to pay for a 
ticket and join the class.  
Students will be given a list of other optional suggested visits, that may be done by students 
independently or accompanied by the professor outside of class, and that may be used to add 
points to the research journal grade. See journal handout. 
 
For detailed dates, addresses, meeting points and entries for mandatory visits with the 
professor see the daily schedule at point 13. 
 
For visits/field trips, students must: 

• be able to walk across Florence at  good clip so we do not spend too much time on 
transit.  If you have a mobility problem, inform the professor and LdM on or before the 
first day of class 

• block off the times for all mandatory excursions and be available for them 
• know exact meeting points and time for each scheduled visit. Late arrival, getting lost, 

no-shows, etc. are considered absences. We may be doing multiple sites on any given 
excursion and/or opening hours may be changed by the sites without notice. You need 
to be on time in case of changes beyond the professor’s control. We cannot wait until 
you arrive. 

• wear appropriate clothing for churches and monasteries: i.e. no shorts or sleeveless 
shirts for men or women, t-shirts with offensive slogans, etc.  Remember that these 
remain active houses of worship for others. 

• behave in respectful and scholarly fashion.  Voices should be lowered, especially in 
churches and monasteries. These are intellectual field trips. Running, shouting, loud 
laughing, and any other behavior that would interrupt the visits of other museum patrons 
or those worshipping in churches will not be tolerated.   

 
 
12 - MATERIALS 
Students must have a USB stick (any brand) for class presentations.   
 
13A- CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
 
 
1.  Feb 6. introduction.  "Cities, like dreams, are made of desires and fears, even if the 
thread of their discourse is secret" (Calvino, Invisible Cities, p. 45)  
Ways of thinking about bodies and places. Excerpts from Invisible Cities provided in class. 

experience:  class will walk to Palazzo Vecchio, courtyard (free) 
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2 Feb 13. The invisible and visible city "It also happens that, if you move along Marozia's 
compact walls, when you least expect it, you see a crack open and a different city appear. Then, 
an instant later, it has already vanished." (Calvino) 
Reading:  Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities, excerpts, cont. 
Before class:  a)  buy your packet and read the Calvino excerpts; b) go out and find a "crack" in 
the city of Florence (i.e. anything in the city that if you look at it, makes you see or might let you 
see the city of Florence somehow in a different way.). It could be as big as a monument, or as 
small as an actually crack.. Take a photo or draw it and bring it to class. 
Present it in class, explaining why you chose it and what you might do with it in the weeks to 
come. (Short oral presentation #1, 2-3 minutes per student)  
 
Images shown in class: 
Grottesche (selected): 
Roman epoch: Roma, Domus Aurea; Ercolano: Casa dei Cervi ;Ostia Antica:  Casa delle Muse; 
Tivoli:  Villa Adriana 
Medieval, Renaissance. Baroque, Roccco (12th - 18th centuries) 

illuminated Medieval manuscripts from Italy, France, England 
Roma, Museo Naziole di Palazzo Massimo, Villa dela Farnesina, Vatican 
Siena: Duomo 
Orvieto: Duomo 
Mantova:  Palazzo Te, Palazzo d'Arco 
Genova:  Palazzzo Bianco 
Parma: Convento di San Paolo 
Poina Maggiore, Villa Poiana 
Perugia:  Collegio del Cambio 
Città di Castello (Perugia), Palazzo Vitelli a Sant'Egidio 
Lagnasco: Castello 
Napoli:  Museo Capodimonte 
Venezia: Palazzo Reale 
Florence: Palazzo Vecchio; Galleria degli Uffizi; Pitti Palace; Muséo degli Argenti; Santa 
Maria Novella (Capella Strozzi),  
others from France, Austria (Schloss Ambras), Spain, the Netherlands 
 

 
3. Feb. 20  
Pitti Palace visit 1 - Museo degli Argenti: rock crystal, precious and semi-precious stones 
and metals, trompe l'oeil wall painting 
Readings: Basile:  "The serpent" and "Young slave"  
Oral small group conversation assignments in the Palace 
 
4. Feb. 27  
Italian fairy tales 
Straparola, Pleasant Nights (1550-53)  "Biancabella and the Snake"  
student reports/sharing of experiences in site visit.   
Discussion of student presentations to be done in week 6 or 7 and sign-up sheet. 
 
5. Mar. 6 Pitti Palace visit 2- Museo degli Argenti, cont. exotics, shells,  
  Arcimboldo:  https://www.wikiart.org/en/giuseppe-arcimboldo 
History of the Menagerie 
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Angelica Groom, "Collecting Zoological Rarities at the Medici Court: Real, Stuffed and Depicted 
Beasts as Cultural Signs" in Collecting Nature (excerpt) 
https://books.google.com/books?id=6fqmBgAAQBAJ&pg=PA19&dq=boboli+gardens+menageri
e&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3#v=onepage&q=boboli%20gardens%20menagerie&f=false 
Oral group conversation and assignment in the Palace 
 
 
6.  Mar. 13 Discussion of Pitti Palace visit 2.   
 Reading;  Perrault:  "Cinderella" and Basile, "Green Meadow" 
In class:  glass  museums:  Museo del Vetro in Venice, Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris, 
Musée de la Faïence et des Beaux Arts de Nevers (France),  Kunsthistorisches Museum in 
Vienna 
Short oral presentation 2:  present a research detail from your journal, 3-5 min., with 
images  
 
7. Mar. 20  Midterm exam: written section, 1 hour.  
Short oral presentation 2 continues:  present a research detail from your journal, 3-5 
min., with images  
 
Hand in first half of research journal 
 
8. Mar. 27 Break 
 
9. April 3  food and desires in fairy tales 
Basile,  "Petrosinella"  and "The Three citrons" 
d'Aulnoy: "White Cat" (English adaptation)  
Giovanna Garzoni--still life paintings of fruit 
http://www.wga.hu/frames-e.html?/html/g/garzoni/index.html 
 
 
10 April. 10.   Cooking, festivals, and table fantasies 
Reading "Catherine de' Medici: Godmother of French Cuisine" 
In class:  Banquets and sugar trionfi 
Anonimo Toscano, Libro della Cocina 
https://web.archive.org/web/20091027121713/http://www.geocities.com/anahita_whitehorse/Libr
oDellaCocina.html 
Short oral presentation 3 on topics related to banquets, festivals, parties, etc. in the 16th-18th 
centuries (Oral activity) 
 
11. April 17 Pitti Palace visit 3: Museo delle Porcellane 
 Fantasies in Porcelain:  A Chinese dish, a monkey fountain, a butter dish in the shape of 
a turtle, a Turkish woman, and a prince turned into a teapot. 
Readings: Anon., "Le Prince Perinet" and Lubert: "Princess Camion" *excerpt) 
 
12.  April 24 Pitti Palace visit 4: Boboli and Bardini gardens 
 Boboli and Bardini gardens.  Reveries of fruit, water, and plants:  
To prepare before class: Reading:  Iginio Ugo Tarchetti "A spirit in a Raspberry" 
 
13. May 1 student research presentations:  practice and feedback 
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14. May 8 "A World of Marvels" student symposium - formal presentation of each 
student's best research, this week, date/time depending on LdM scheduling 
 
15. May 15 Final Exam, written component. Hand in final research journal. 
 
 
	
 
13B- ALTERNATIVE LESSON 
Should the professor be indisposed or otherwise unable to attend, a substitute teacher (whenever 
available) will conduct the scheduled or a pre-prepared alternative lesson, at the regular class time. The 
pre-prepared alternative lesson is a class viewing of Benigni, Pincocchio. 
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