
1 
 

Language Tutoring Plan 

 

For all the upcoming candidates of Shanghai, China Study Abroad 
Program, in the light of ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012, Mandarin 
Chinese Language Proficiency Level Assessment will be conducted before 
each tailored language tutoring plan is proposed and implemented. 

According to the ACTFL proficiency scale, students will be placed 
into these four main levels - Novice, Intermediate, Advanced, and Superior. 
The following lists details in the tutoring goals, samples of tailored tutoring plans, and sample 
IPA (Integrated Performance Assessment) language tasks for all the upcoming candidates.  

Language Tutoring Plan for Novice Levels 

Student Profile: This is mainly for students with little or no prior knowledge of the language. 

 Language Tutoring Goals:   
I. Intercultural Communication 

a) Students will be able to meet basic everyday needs using verbal communication, they 
will be able to use compensatory strategies when they do not know the word or 
expression (repetition, body language, etc.), and they will be able to identify some basic 
non-verbal communication strategies. 

b) Students can recognize basic appropriate and inappropriate expressions and behaviors 
in the host language. 

c) Students will be able to distinguish between basic representations of formality and 
informality in the language. 

d) Students will understand that there may be differences between cultural stereotypes and 
generalizations between the home culture and host culture. 

e) Students will start to make informed comparisons between the host culture and the 
home culture. 

II. Listening 
a) Students will be able to understand short utterances and some sentence-length 

utterances, especially where context supports understanding and speech is clear.  
b) Students will also be able to comprehend limited vocabulary and some simple 

questions/statements about family members, age, address, time, locations, interests, 
needs and daily activities. 

III. Speaking 
a) Students will be able to use some basic phrases appropriately in some everyday 

situations (home and the local community). 
b) Students will be able to express some basic needs by asking questions, and get what 

they need in uncomplicated, everyday situations. 
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IV. Reading 
a) Students will be able to identify a limited number of character components and high-

frequency characters in areas of immediate need.  
b) Students will also be able to read for directional purposes some standardized messages, 

such as some prices in stores, time/date on schedules, and simple realia. 
V. Writing 

a) Students will be able to write simple fixed expressions and limited memorized 
materials.  

b) Also, students will be able to provide information on some simple forms and documents, 
such as name, numbers, dates, own nationality, and other simple autobiographical 
information as well as some short phrases. 

 Sample Tutoring Plan:   
 To help students successfully fulfill the language goals and get enough exposure to 

authentic and native language materials, my tutoring plans constitute the following 
components –  
a) Assign students 1-2 assigned authentic “Beginning-Level” listening comprehension 

video(s) per day from www. chinese.yabla.com and then help them complete relevant 
listening questions and exercises. 

b) Assign students a 50-character daily entry in Chinese per day and then help them 
modify/refine it based on the comments/feedback provided. 

c) Assign and assist students in fulfilling two IPA speaking tasks per week - Interpersonal 
Speaking Task and Presentational Speaking Task [see the sample speaking tasks 
attached]. 

d) Assign students one “Level 1” Chinese reader series book in Chinese Breeze per month 
and have some informal discussion related to the book content and cultural specialties 
with each student. 

 During the beginning level, for those who have difficulties with learning Chinese 
characters, I will be assisting students in – 
a) Acquiring frequently used component first since Chinese characters are formed by 

components. Most components are frequently used Chinese characters and used to 
make up new characters. 

b) Getting familiar with the rules of Chinese character formation. As long as the basic 
character-formation rules and components are understood, with growing number of 
character learned, students will learn more Chinese characters more easily. 

c) Employing phonetic radicals and image radicals to remember pictophonetic characters. 
d) Learning easy and frequently used characters. About 300 characters frequently used in 

Chinese newspaper, radio, TV and Internet every day will be provided. 
e) Obtaining some other efficient ways of learning Chinese characters, such as use index 

or flash cards and write characters on one side with the definition on the other side, or 
use post-it notepaper to write down the characters and stick them on the objects. 



3 
 

Language Tutoring Plan for Intermediate Levels 

Student Profile: This is mainly for students with a basic foundation of the language and/or for 
those who have successfully completed CHN 102 or equivalent course. 

 Language Tutoring Goals:   
I. Intercultural Communication 

a) Students will be able to solve many daily troublesome situations and meet needs with 
limited help. 

b) Increasingly, students will be able to make informed comparisons between the host 
culture and the students’ home cultures. 

c) Students will be able to distinguish and begin to imitate verbal and non-verbal 
communication that reflects politeness, formality, or informality. 

d) Students will be able to recognize some patterns of intonation, their meaning, and 
cultural implications.  

II. Listening 
a) Students will be able to understand some interactions of increasing complexity (media, 

speeches, music, conversations, etc.), especially if the speaker is used to interacting 
with non-native speakers. 

b) Students will be able to understand many direct requests, questions, and basic 
conversations on familiar and concrete topics. 

c) Students will be able to recognize some regional differences in speech on a basic level. 

III. Speaking 
a) Students will be able to talk about persons and things in their immediate environment, 

as well as their plans and their experiences, and they can provide a limited amount of 
supporting details. 

b) Students will be able to address and attempt to resolve moderately complicated 
situations involving familiar subjects. 

c) Students will be able to produce tones and pronunciation patterns with increased 
accuracy. 

IV. Reading 
a) Students will be able to read passages and short texts (notes, detailed instructions, etc.) 

on familiar topics covered in class and understand their general meaning. 
b) Students will be able to support their understanding of texts through the use of context, 

visual aids, dictionaries, or with the assistance of others in order to facilitate 
comprehension. 

V. Writing 
a) Students will be able to communicate with some effectiveness through notes, emails, 

and simple online discussions and chats. 
b) Students will be able to write short essays on concrete topics of limited levels of 

complexity with some reliance on the communicative patterns of their native language. 
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 Sample Tutoring Plan:   
To help students successfully fulfill the language goals and get enough exposure to authentic and 
native language materials, my tutoring plans constitute the following components –  
 To help students successfully fulfill the language goals and get enough exposure to 

authentic and native language materials, my tutoring plans constitute the following 
components –  
a) Assign students 1-2 authentic “Intermediate-Level” listening comprehension video(s) 

per day from www. chinese.yabla.com and then help them complete relevant listening 
questions and exercises. 

b) Assign students a 100-character daily entry in Chinese per day and then help them 
modify/refine it based on the comments/feedback provided. 

c) Assign and assist students in fulfilling two IPA speaking tasks per week - Interpersonal 
Speaking Task and Presentational Speaking Task [see the sample speaking tasks 
attached]. 

d) Assign students one “Level 2” Chinese reader series book in Chinese Breeze per month 
and have some informal discussion related to the book content and cultural specialties 
with each student. 

Language Tutoring Plan for Advanced Levels 

Student Profile: Students who are at this level can accomplish everyday needs required to live in 
a new culture. Further, students will develop independence and autonomy so that, when 
communication does break down, they have enough tools at their disposal to resolve these 
challenges on their own. This is mainly for students who have successfully completed CHN 202 
or equivalent course. 

 Language Tutoring Goals:   
I. Intercultural Communication 

a) Students will be able to identify and describe at a basic level key host cultures, 
subcultures, habits, norms, and behaviors in a variety of settings, and they will be aware 
of the risk that generalizations can lead to stereotypes. 

b) Students will be able to discuss the validity of their own cultural beliefs, behaviors, and 
values by contrasting and comparing them with the host cultures. 

c) Students will be able to interpret gestures and body language, and they will integrate 
some of those non-verbal actions into their interactions with native speakers. d.  
Students will know how to conform to socio-cultural norms in almost any transactional 
event. 

II. Listening 
a) Students will be able to understand most spoken communications of moderate 

complexity (media, speeches, music, conversations, etc.) on a wide range of concrete 
everyday topics as well as abstract topics covered in classes. 
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b) Students will be able to understand native speakers from a variety of backgrounds and 
limited experience with non-native speakers, and they will comprehend common 
colloquial expressions and slang. 

III. Speaking 
a) Students will be able to speak on and discuss a wide range of concrete every day and 

personal topics, abstract topics covered in classes, as well as other topics of particular 
interest to them. 

b) Students will be able to participate, initiate, and respond actively in a wide variety of 
interactions. 

c) Students will be able to narrate sequences of events with some degree of accuracy. 
IV. Reading 

a) Students will be able to read and understand a wide variety of articles, stories, and 
online texts using background knowledge to aid their comprehension. 

b) Students will be able to read and understand uncomplicated academic texts with 
assistance. 

V. Writing 
a) Students will be able to meet their everyday writing needs (scripts, journals, letters, 

detailed emails, and online forums). 
b) Students will be able to write short essays for class that narrate, describe, report, 

compare, contrast, and summarize on a wide range of topics. 
c) Students will be able to edit their own and their peers’ writing. 

 Sample Tutoring Plan:   
To help students successfully fulfill the language goals and quickly adapt to as well as blend into 
the local community of the host country, my tutoring plans constitute the following components –  

a) Assign students 1-2 authentic “Advanced-Level” listening comprehension video(s) per 
day from www. chinese.yabla.com and then help them complete relevant listening 
questions and exercises. 

b) Assign students a 150-character daily entry in Chinese per day and then help them 
modify/refine it based on the comments/feedback provided. 

c) Assign and assist students in fulfilling two IPA speaking tasks per week - Interpersonal 
Speaking Task and Presentational Speaking Task [see the sample speaking tasks 
attached]. 

d) Assign students one “Level 3” Chinese reader series book in Chinese Breeze per month 
and have some informal discussion related to the book content and cultural specialties 
with each student. 

Language Tutoring Plan for Superior Levels 

Student Profile: Students who are at this level can converse at a rate of speed approaching normal 
conversation. They are creative, spontaneous and self-reliant as they solve problems, interpret texts, 
negotiate, express their opinions, likes and dislikes in the culture. Although they may still make 
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some errors and experience communication breakdowns, these students tend to resolve these 
challenges on their own. In addition, students have already understood a variety of colloquial 
expressions, idioms, and slang, and are also able to understand a wider variety of native speakers 
from different backgrounds. This is mainly for students who have successfully completed CHN 
302 or equivalent course. 

 Language Tutoring Goals:   
I. Intercultural Communication 

a) Students will be able to describe and analyze key host cultures, subcultures, habits, 
norms, and behaviors in a variety of settings, and they will be aware of the risk that 
generalizations can lead to stereotypes. 

b) Students will be able to analyze the validity of their own cultural beliefs, behaviors, 
and norms by contrasting and comparing them with the host cultures. 

c) Students will demonstrate openness and acceptance of different beliefs and styles even 
when they do not agree with them. 

d) Students will assume responsibility for their own learning by defining their linguistic 
goals and demonstrating independence in their exploration of the culture. 

II. Listening 
a) Students will be able to identify a wide range of dialects of the spoken language as they 

are related to cultural, economic, and educational differences. 
b) Students will be able to understand most native speakers and non-native experts and 

comprehend a wide array of moderately complex interactions. 
III. Speaking 

a) Students will be able to participate fully in most academic and social interactions using 
when appropriate complex language including slang, colloquial expressions, idioms, 
double meaning, and humor with increasing confidence. 

b) Students will be able to make arguments to support hypotheses and opinions on topics 
of their interest. 

c) Students will talk about abstract topics, but only if they are topics previously studied 
or which they are personally familiar. 

d) Students will be able to demonstrate nuanced levels of formality. 
IV. Reading 

a) Students will be able to read and understand textbooks and academic articles for classes 
taught in the host language as well as a wide range of popular texts for enjoyment. 

b) Students will be able to read and understand authentic materials including newspapers, 
advertisements, brochures, instruction manuals etc. on abstract topics with limited 
assistance. 

c) Students will take responsibility for the selection of their reading materials based on 
their own interests. 

V. Writing 



7 
 

a) Students will be able to write for a wide range of native audiences and express 
themselves quite clearly and effectively. 

b) Students will be able to write essays and other academic documents (surveys, CVs, etc.) 
for classes incorporating aspects of appropriate academic style with limited assistance. 

c) Students will be able to use a variety of formal written styles with accuracy. 

 Sample Tutoring Plan:   
To help students successfully fulfill the language goals and quickly adapt to as well as blend into 
the local community of the host country, my tutoring plans constitute the following components –  

a) Assign students 1-2 authentic “Advanced-Level” listening comprehension video(s) per 
day from www. chinese.yabla.com and then help them complete relevant listening 
questions and exercises. 

b) Have students write a 200-character daily entry in Chinese per day and then help them 
modify/refine it based on the comments/feedback provided. 

c) Assign and assist student in fulfilling two IPA speaking tasks per week - Interpersonal 
Speaking Task and Presentational Speaking Task [see the sample speaking tasks 
attached]. 

d) Assign students 1-2 Chinese news article(s) from www. cn.chinadaily.com.cn every 
day, and then have them retell the news with their own words, and have some informal 
discussion related to the news and cultural specialties with each student. 

 



SAMPLE - Novice Level IPA Speaking Tasks  
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Language Skills: 
Speaking 
Mode of Communication: 
Interpersonal  

Task to complete: 
 

Suppose you are calling your doctor’s 

office and you would like to make an 

appointment with him/her. However, your 

doctor happens to be busy at the time you 

are suggesting. Then, find out when 

he/she will be available and decide on a 

specific time to see your doctor. Your 

score will be based on the attached rubric. 

 

 

 

Language Skills: 
Speaking 
Mode of Communication: 
Presentational  
 
Task to complete: 
 
Leave a voice mail message to your 

speaking partner. Ask if he/she can 

practice speaking Chinese with you 

this weekend. Then, indicate where 

and when you wish to meet with 

him/her and promise him/her that you 

will buy him/her a cup of coffee 

afterwards.  

 



SAMPLE - Intermediate Level IPA Speaking Tasks  

 

Language Skills: Speaking 
Mode of Communication: Interpersonal 
Task to complete – Before Attending a Chinese New Year Celebration Party in China 
 

Simulate a conversation between Role A and Role B: 

Role A: You will be hosting a Chinese New Year celebration party at your house. You are 
going to invite your new friend – Role B. Since he/she has never celebrated the Chinese New 
Year in China, you will be teaching him/her about the holiday and answering all the 
following questions from him/her. The more you teach him/her about the holiday, the more 
fun it will be! 

Role B: Suppose it will be your first time to celebrate the Chinese New Year in China. Role A 
has invited you to attend a New Year celebration party. You would like to know about the festival 
before attending the party. Your questions should include but not limited to the following –  

 Where the party will be held 

 When the party will start 

 Who will come to attend the party 

 How you can help decorate for the party 

 What you should wear 

 What you should bring to the party 

 What you should expect to do and why 

 What you should NOT expect to do and why 
 

Please start and end your conversations naturally and appropriately. Your score will be based on 
the “Interpersonal Mode Rubric – Intermediate Level.”  

 
 
  

Language Skills: Speaking 
Mode of Communication: Presentational 
Task to complete – Traditional Chinese Festivals  

 
Review the IC Lesson 11, and recap at least 3 traditional Chinese festivals, 
their dates, and the foods typically associated with them. Then, briefly state 
which traditional Chinese festival appeals to you the most, and why (at least 
3 relevant and appropriate reasons)? 
 

 

 Please start and end your presentation naturally and appropriately. Your score will be based on 
the “Presentational Mode Rubric – Intermediate Level.” 

 



SAMPLE – Advanced Level IPA Speaking Tasks  
 

 
 

Language Skills: Speaking 
Mode of Communication: Presentational 
Task to complete – Job Interview Self-Introduction 

Language Skills: Speaking 
Mode of Communication: Interpersonal  
Task to complete - Job Interview Simulation 

 Role A, a HR manager of an international company in 
China will act as an interviewer. Please ask questions 
#1 to #5 to the interviewee. 

 Role B, an interviewee, needs to answer the questions posted by Role A, and then asks 
questions #6 to #10 to the interviewer. 

 Both Role A and Role B need to discuss and decide the type of the company and the 
job title/position.  

 Each student needs to play BOTH ROLES once in two separate and different 
interviews to complete this task. 
 
Interviewer’s Questions: 

1. 为什么想申请这份工作？ (Why would you like to apply for this job position?) 

2. 你对我们公司了解多少？ (What do you know about our company?) 

3. 谈谈你是怎么面对困难和挑战的？请举例。 (How do you face difficulties and 

challenges? For example?) 

4. 你最大的优点是什么？最大的缺点是什么？请举例。 (What is your biggest 

strength and weakness? For example?) 

5. 你有什么问题要问吗？ (Do you have any questions for us?) 

Interviewee’s Questions: 

6. 可以描述一下你们理想中的员工吗？ (Can you describe your ideal employee?) 

7. 这个职位的发展前景怎么样？ (What's a common career path at the company for 

someone in this position?) 

8. 公司的工作环境怎么样？ (How is the work environment at the company?) 

9. 这份工作的工资范围是多少？ (What is the salary range for this job position?) 

10. 接下来的面试程序是什么？ (What are the next steps of interviewing process?) 

 
Please start and end your speech naturally and appropriately. Your score will be based on the 
“Interpersonal Mode Rubric – Intermediate Level.” 



SAMPLE – Advanced Level IPA Speaking Tasks  
 

 Suppose you are attending a job interview at an international company in China. The 
job interviewer asked you to introduce yourself in 2-3mins. You may decide the job 
title/position on your own and make sure to include the following information (but not 
limited to) – 

1. Chinese and English names       6. Educational background 
2. Nationality                                   7. Language and computer skills 
3. Age                                                8. Working/study abroad experience 
4. Birthday                                       9. Strengths and weaknesses 
5. Family background                    10. Interest and hobbies 

Please start and end your speech naturally and appropriately. Your score will be based on the 
“Presentational Mode Rubric – Intermediate Level.”  

 
 
 



SAMPLE – Superior Level IPA Speaking Tasks  
 
Price Negotiation Group Project 

价格谈判项目 Price Negotiation Project  

买方任务卡 Buyer Task Card 

最终目标：以最优惠的价格进口最理想的货物 

你们是一家中国咖啡进出口公司，想进口夏威夷知名科纳(Kona)咖啡豆。这次进口

咖啡豆的预算是$11,000 美元至$12,500 美元，你们的心理价位是$50-$55 美元/公斤，

所以如果是$50 美元/公斤，打算最多购买 250 公斤；如果是$55 美元/公斤，打算最

多购买 200 公斤。请根据以下流程进行价格谈判，询价开价  双方讨价还价  交

易成功/失败。价格谈判前，你们需要充分准备应对措施、合适的讨价还价理由

（可强调市场竞争、需求、长期合作等）。 

 

Price Negotiation Group Project 

价格谈判项目 Price Negotiation Project 

卖方任务卡 Seller Task Card 

最终目标：以最有利的价格出口最多的货物 

你们是一家夏威夷咖啡豆进出口公司，主要出口夏威夷知名科纳(Kona)咖啡豆。科

纳(Kona)咖啡豆的成本是 48 美元/公斤， 原报价是$57 美元/公斤，利润为 50%，计

划出口 200 公斤或以上。在价格谈判中，最低降价不得低于最低利润 16%，即

$55.68 美元/公斤。请根据以下流程进行价格谈判，询价开价  双方讨价还价  交

易成功/失败。价格谈判前，你们需要充分准备应对措施、合适的讨价还价理由

（可强调产品质量、货源、品牌、信誉、付款方式、送货渠道、包装等）。 


