
French  Intensive  Language  Course

Course objective:
The main objective of the course is to provide students 

with educational materials and resources (depending 

on the level) necessary  for them to express themselves 

through a short series of expressions or easy sentences 

(daily life, asking questions, discussion on familiar topics, 

speaking in public, efficiently and fluently); to unders-

tand and use common expressions (understand what 

people say at different speed and with different accents, 

use traditional politeness and welcome expressions); 

categorize information taken in a written document 

to be able to use it; express their opinion and answer 

precise questions; better understand French culture.
Prerequisite:
None. Courses are from beginner to advanced level. An initial 1h30 

placement test evaluates students’ linguistic skills including grammar, 

vocabulary, reading, writing and listening. A 10-minute interview with 

a member of the ICL-Clarife (center of languages of Université Catho-

lique de Lille) assesses speaking ability. Following the placement test, 

the numbers of level groups are determined depending on total num-

ber of students, and are based on the Common European Framework 

of Reference for Languages (more information on www.coe.int).

Workload 
48 hours Class teaching + 15 hours homework = 63 hours 

Assessment
3 Continuous assesment  (percentage break down 20%)  of 30 min

1 Final Exam (percentage break down 60%) of 3 hours

Others (student participation…) (percentage break down 20%)

Educational methods
The 5 linguistic skills are covered: listening, speaking, 

reading, writing and oral interaction. The educatio-

nal method focuses on practice: grammatical exer-

cises with multiple examples and oral practice; dic-

tation; listening to oral materials with increasingly 

difficult characteristics; discussions, presentations and 

debates; role play; writing short essays and summaries.

- Intermediate level (B1, B1+):
Oral expression: Introducing oneself, greetings in the French way (“tu” and “vous”), 
telling your opinion, accept, refuse, propose, expressing your feelings, asking someone 
to do something, identify someone or something, asking for information, finding your 
way in town, describing your everyday activities, telling your tastes, expressing a polite 
or familiar request, ordering in restaurant, talking about your health, telling your expe-
riences/ memories, telling your feelings/impressions using past tense, creating dialo-
gues and skits, games, role games, interviews, etc.
Oral comprehension: Dialogues in different situations (house, university, company, res-
taurant, shops, station, bank, travelling agency, police station, etc.), French songs. 
Written expression: Detailed presentation, letters, forms, stories about various topics 
(family, experiences, habits, opinions, etc.), small essays.
Written comprehension: Extracts from French newspapers, letters (formal and infor-
mal), cultural texts.
Lexical fields: numbers, age, birthdate, d ays, months, years, nationalities, countries, 
deseases, health, resume and cover letter, feelings and impressions, everyday activi-
ties, shops, clothes, prices, food, groceries, menus, French family, technology, idiomatic 
expression.
Grammar: present tense, Be and Have, “est-ce que”, “how”, definite and indefinite ar-
ticles, pronominal verbs, “qu’est-ce que”, when and where, expressing the negative 
form (oral and written), the use of the apostrophe, pronouns “en” and “au”, masculine 
and feminine singular and plural of adjectives, third group verbs, interrogation with 
“why”, connecting words (first, the, after, in the end), qualitative adjectives, presenta-
tive (this is, these are, here is, here are), near future tense, partitives (of, of the), verbs 
at the perfect tense, the place of the adverb and of negation with the perfect tense, 
complement pronouns “y” and “en”, imperfect tense, the use of perfect or imperfect 
tense in telling a story.  

48 hours

4 ECTS credits

1. Course Presentation
- Beginner level (A1-, A1, A1+, A2, A2+): 
Oral expression: Introducing yourself and someone else, asking for your way, 
giving indications, ordering at a restaurant.
Oral comprehension: Understanding simple questions about myself, interactions 
with the others, understanding an itinerary, ordering at a restaurant, describing 
a person. 
Written comprehension: Small dialogues on how to introduce oneself, descrip-
tion of a person, itinerary, dialogue at the restaurant. 
Written expression: Creation of small dialogues, physical description, how to fill 
a form. 
Lexical fields: Greetings, presentation, numbers, colors, nationalities, days/mon-
ths/date, physical description, jobs, clothes, common transports, food, everyday 
activities, class vocabulary. 
Grammar: Conjugation of Have, Be, Go and first group verbs at the indicative 
present tense, possessive adjectives, partitive and negation. 

2. Content: Examples of topics covered in 2017 

- Advanced level ( B2-):
Oral expression: Giving your opinion on news, talking in past tense, telling a 
story, knowing how to nuance, argue, debate.
Oral comprehension: Songs, radio and TV shows, native speaker’s dialogues.
Written expression: Arguing, writing a story or describing an event.
Written comprehension: press articles. 
Lexical fields: work and studies, gastronomy, ecology, feelings, stereotypes, 
new technologies, holidays, solidarity.
Grammar: Past tenses, past participle, subjunctive, conditional and hypothetic 
tense, cause, consequences and aim, pronouns complements.

Teaching language: French. 
In beginner level classes, 
some grammatical aspects
may be explained in English.

Teacher in charge of the 
course: Guillemette 
Henniart,  ICL-Clarife/ UCL

ACADEMIC CALENDAR: 
24 May to 22 June 2018
25 June to 21 July 2018

- Back to summary -


