
12 

 

FSHN 476 (O designation) Cultural Aspects of Food Habits 

Obirin University, Machida, Tokyo, Japan 

TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS 
Spring, 2018 

 
Texts/booklets/articles:   
Primary text:  Japanese Foodways, Past and Present.  University of Illinois Press, Urbana, Chicago and 
Springfield.  2010. 
 
Course Description:  Study of eating from behavioral perspectives.  Implications for health practitioners and 
health education (and for anyone interested in food and culture).Pre-requisites:  Two classes from ANTH or 
SOC or consent. 
 
Course learning outcomes: By the end of the course, students will have: 
1. Written academic journals following rubric guidelines related to University of Hawaii Study Abroad 

learning objectives as well as responding to value/skills readings. 
2. Read, analyzed, discussed, and evaluated topics in Japanese Foodways: Past and Present and be able to 

explain how his/her food cultural biases can affect his/her ability to interact and understand individuals from 
another culture.  

3. Learned and practiced facilitation skills while discussing issues in groups. 
4. Read and critically analyzed Japanese culture and food articles (see below). 
5. Learned and practiced facilitating one or more class discussions on assigned readings. 
6. Made a formal oral presentation on a Japanese cultural topic of your choice. 
 

Course Format: 
Most of the class period will be spent in discussion of topics and issues raised in the text or assigned readings.  
Each student is expected to 1) read and understand appropriate sections in the text and other reference materials, 
2) come to class with written answers/proposals/suggestions on the assignments, and 3) be prepared to share and 
discuss this information with group members. 3) Each student will be expected to facilitate class discussions 
(after learning and practicing). 

 
Information on participation/attendance: 
1. Students must participate in small group and class discussions.   
2. Attendance will be taken five minutes after the beginning of class.  If you arrive later than five minutes after 

the class has started, you will be marked absent. 
 

Assignments, guidelines, expectations, and requirements: 
 
1. Daily assignments.  Each student must come to class prepared with type written answers (with reference 

citations if appropriate) to discuss the topic of the day (usually a reading from the class text or from a 
journal, newspaper, or magazine article), etc. See Guidelines on how to prepare your learning logs for class 
discussion.  Your learning log and comments to yourself will be collected at the end of the class period or 
when class discussion of a chapter is completed.   These will be graded as homework assignments. 

2. Examinations. There will be three examinations during the course of the semester.  You may discuss with 
your class members possible questions and answers to be asked on the exam, but there will be no 
consultation during the examination period.  There will be no final examination.  If a student is ill when an 
exam is scheduled and has notified the instructor prior to the exam, a different make up exam will be 
administered at a time mutually agreeable to the student and instructor.  If no notification has been made, no 
make-up exam will be given.  

3. Academic journals.  Each student will be required to write one (1) journal entry per week on material 
relevant or related to FSHN 476.  Journals must be turned in at the beginning of the first class of the 
following week.  See Academic Journal Information sheet for more information. 

4. Each student, individually or as part of a group, will be required to facilitate weekly discussions of the class 
coordinating and explaining the results/conclusions of the class or his/her group’s findings/conclusions. 
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5. Formal oral presentation. An Oral communication designation  FSHN 476 taught at Obirin University 
during Spring semester, 2018 has been requested.   Each student will be required to make an oral 
presentation on a Japanese cultural topic of his/her own choosing.   There are guidelines on how to 
systematically prepare for your presentation.  

 
Course Grading: 
Exams  (3 X 100 points each)     300 points 
Journal Entries       100 points 
Homework (diagnostic learning logs)    150 points 
Oral presentation grade for facilitation of class discussions  150 points 
Attendance and oral participation as a class member   100 points 
Oral presentations of a topic of your choice (see guidelines)  200 points 
(10% of this grade will be the quality of your critique)  
of other class members)       _________ 
Total Points       1000 points 
 
Grading Scale (percent): 
 900 – 1000 points A 
 800 –   899 points B 
 700 –   799 points C 
 600 –   699 points D 
 <600   F 
 
Students will be provided the mean of scores and the range of the examinations, journals, and written report in 
order that each student may have information related to his/her standing in the course.  A student may meet any 
time in the semester with the instructors to clarify test grades or standing in the course. 
 

Academic dishonesty (excerpted from UHM Student Conduct Code) 
“Because UHM is an academic community with high professional standards, its teaching, research, and service 

purposes are seriously disrupted and subverted by academic dishonesty.  Such dishonesty includes cheating and 

plagiarism as defined below.  Ignorance of these definitions will not provide an excuse for acts of academic 

dishonesty.   

 

4. Cheating includes but is not limited to giving or receiving unauthorized assistance during an examination; 

obtaining unauthorized information about an examination before it is given; submitting another’s work as one’s 

own; using prohibited sources of information during an examination; fabricating or falsifying data in 

experiments and other research; altering the record of any grade; altering answers after an examination has been 

submitted; falsifying any official University record; or misrepresenting of facts in order to obtain exemptions 

from course requirements.  

 

5. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to submitting, in fulfillment of an academic requirement, any work that 

has been copied in whole or in part from another individual’s work without attributing that borrowed portion to 

the individual; neglecting to identify as a quotation another’s idea and particular phrasing that was not 

assimilated into the student’s language and style or paraphrasing a passage so that the reader is misled as to the 

source; submitting the same written or oral or artistic material in more than one course without obtaining 

authorization from the instructors involved; or “drylabbing,” which includes obtaining and using experimental 

data and laboratory writeups from other sections of a course from previous terms. 

 

6. Disciplinary sanctions.  One or more of the following sanctions may be imposed whenever a student is found 

to have violated any of the rules contained in the Conduct Code:  Warning, probation, restitution, rescission of 

grades, suspension, expulsion.” 

 
NOTE:  Every effort has been made to insure that the material in this syllabus is accurate and complete.  
However, occasional changes must be made to the printed outline and syllabus.  The instructor reserves the 
right to make any changes in the contents/topics of this syllabus that are deemed necessary or desirable.  These 
changes, if any, will be announced as soon as the need for them becomes apparent. 
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FSHN 476 – Cultural Aspects of Food Habits 

Tentative Course Outline  

Spring 2018 

 

DATE 

(week of) 

Tentative class activities Reading Assignments from Foodways or 

other handouts.  Make learning logs 

for these reading assignments 

Homework/reports/projects due 

Week 1 
1 

 Introduction of students. Explanation and 

discussion of syllabus, course outline, 

journal requirements, exams, and grading 

system, etc.  Discussion of Japanese 

cuisine, food glossary  

 Handout on Japanese cuisine 

 Handout on Japanese food glossary  

 Introduction to the text 

Turn in a copy of your learning logs 

after each chapter discussion has been 

completed 

 

 
 

   Part I.  Early Modern Japan.  Ch. 1 

Honzen Dining:  Meals in Late Medieval 

& Early Modern Japan (23 pages) 

 

  Cont discussion of Chap. Honzen dining     

Week 2 

2 

  Ch 2. Table Manners in the Edo period 

(26 pages) 
 Academic journal #1 due 

  Continue discussion of Table Manners     

Week 3 
3 

 Discussion of Kaiseki cuisine  Ch 3.”Stones for the belly”:Kaiseki 

cuisine for tea during the early Edo 

period (24 pages) 

 Academic journal #2 due  

  

  Continue discussion of Kaiseki cuisine    

 (S) Field trip to Tsukiji Fish market   

Week 4 
4 

 Discussion on Meat eating  Ch 4. Meat eating in the Kojimachi 

District of Edo (16 pages) 

 Academic journal #3 due 

  Discussion of Wine drinking in 17th 

century Japan 

 Ch 5. Wine-drinking Culture in 

Seventeenth-century Japan:  The Role of 

Dutch Merchants (21 pages) 

 Turn in your topic for the oral 

presentation (with references) 

  

Week 5 
5 

Finish up unfinished topics and review   Academic journal #4 due 

  
 1st Examination     

Week 6 
6 

Discussion of Chapter 6  Ch 6.  The History of Domestic 

Cookbooks in Modern Japan 

 Academic journal #5 due 

 

  

 

 

Saturday field trip:  Hakone and environs 

(cooking eggs in Owakudani sulfur hot 

springs, Tokaido Road museum  
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DATE  

(week of) 

Tentative class activities Reading Assignments from Foodways or 

other handouts.  Make learning logs 

for these reading assignments 

 Homework/reports/projects due 

Week 6 

continue 
 Discussion of Chapter 7  Ch. 7. Imperial Cuisines in Taisho 

Foodways (37 pages) 

 Turn in your mid-term assessment of 

learning (see guidelines)  

Week 7 
7th  

 Continue discussion of Ch. 7    Academic journal #6 due 

  

  Discussion of Chapter 8  Ch 8.  Beyond Hunger:  Grocery 

Shopping, cooking, and Eating in 1940’s 

Japan (20 pages) 

 

Week 8 

8
th

  

 Discussion of Chapter 9  Ch 9.  Ramen and U.S. Occupation 

Policy 

 Academic journal #7 due 

 Detailed outline of oral 

presentation 

    

Week 9  
9th 

 Discussion of Chapter 10  Ch 10. Bento:  Boxed Love, Eaten by the 

Eye (20 pages) 

 Academic journal #8 due 

  2nd Examination    

Saturday Field trip to Sake brewery, kamaboko 

factory 

  

Week 10 
10th  

 Discussion of Chapter 11 

 

 Ch 11.  Mountain vegetables and the 

Politics of Local Flavor in Japna 

 Academic journal #9 due 

  Discussion of Ch. 12  Ch 12. Reinventing Culinary Heritage 

in Northern Japan:  Slow Food and 

Traditional Vegetables (14 pages) 

 

Week 11 
11th  

 Discussion of Chapter 13  Ch. 13.  Ramen Connoisseurs:  Class, 

Gender, and the Internet (18 pages) 

 Academic journal #10 due 

Week 12 
12th 

 Discussion of Chapter 14  Ch. 14 Irretrievably in Love with 

Japanese Cuisine 

 Academic journal #11 due 

 Detailed DRAFT of PPT of 

presentation with major points to 

be covered  

 3rd Examination    

Week 13 
13th  

Informal presentations:  Explanation of 

what speaker wants to communicate for each 

slide. Audience gives feedback.   

   Copy of your presentation in PPT 

outline format (to be handed out to 

each class member) 

 Continuation of informal presentations   Last Academic journal due  

Week 14 

14th  
 Formal oral presentation of Cultural 

topic  

 Each member of the audience must 

   Hard copy of final slide presentation 

due (from today's speakers) 
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critique each speaker’s presentation 

  
      
 Tentative class activities Reading Assignments from Foodways or 

other handouts.  Make learning logs 

for these reading assignments 

 Homework/reports/projects due 

Week 15 
15th  

 Formal oral presentation of Cultural 

topic  

 Each member of the audience must 

critique each speaker’s presentation 

  Hard copy of final slide presentation 

due (from today's speakers) 

 Final Assessment of Learning Report 

due 

 Compilation of journal articles with 

an evaluation of its worth to you 

  Last day of Class.  Summary of the 

Semester.  Evaluation  
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Guidelines for preparing assignments for class discussion using diagnostic learning logs 
 

DESCRIPTION.  Diagnostic Learning Logs are essentially limited, tightly focused versions of the academic 

journals for which most of you are familiar. In these logs, students keep records of each class or assignment. For 

each class assignment or reading, students write one list of the main points covered that they understand and a 

second list of points that were unclear (and why).  For your assessment of learning, students will record problems 

encountered or errors made, as well as of appropriate and successful responses.  This technique allows students 

to recognize, document, diagnose, and suggest remedies for their own learning difficulties in specific situations. 

  

A. Pre-discussion assignment.  This assignment must be completed before the discussion of each chapter. 

Please have this assignment sheet printed when you come to class.  If you don’t have a printer at home, 

please bring in a thumb drive and have it printed in Obirin’s computer room before this class.   

1. List five (5) or more of the most important pieces of information you learned from each of the 

reading(s). Why do you feel these are important points in the reading (briefly)?  Give specific examples. 

2. List three (3) or more points that are unclear to you. Where possible, give specific reasons why they are 

unclear.   

3. After you finished your learning log for the assignment, write some questions that you need answers to 

before you can understand the points listed in #2 above.  Now, try to find the answers to the questions 

you posed in #2 above by going to resources on the internet references.  I am not expecting you to spend 

an inordinate amount of time searching for answers.  I am sure that for some of your questions, there 

may not be an obvious answer.  Write down the answer(s) to the question(s) you didn’t know the answer 

to if you found them.   

4.  In your small group or large class discussions, keep track of the kind of responses you made.  

Were your responses questions, thoughtful comments, different examples, asking clarification questions, 

counter points or disagreements? Were your comments/questions “successful” or unsuccessful (i.e. you 

completely missed the point)?  Write down these thoughts (comments) at the end or in the back of your 

learning log. 
5. Turn this sheet in as your homework assignment at the end of the class period.   I will make comments 

on your learning logs and these will be graded on the completeness (and quality) of # 1-4 above.    

B.  Your assessment of learning.  Please save all your homework assignments.  Your assessment of your own 

learning in this course will be done twice during the semester; once after the 6th week of class and one at the 

very end of the semester. Keep your assessment of learning to two pages (double spaced).   

1. Look at all the learning log worksheets handed back to you.  Write a short summary paragraph 

evaluating your successful and not so successful responses.  

2. Focus on your strengths/successful responses.  What kind of responses did you provide for the important 

pieces of information?  Were they something to do with technical knowledge questions? Were they 

questions that looked at the material in a completely different way?  Were you comments on target? Are 

there any trends or changes that you notice about your responses over the first 6 weeks or at the end of 

the semester?  

3. For the not so successful responses.  See if you can categorize the types of not-so-successful responses.  

Did you feel you missed the point?  Did you misunderstand the question/comment of others?  If you 

misunderstood what the other person said, were you concentrating on that person's answer, not listening, 

or thinking about what response you would make? 

C. Feedback.  I will attempt to assist you in your learning by providing comments on the following: 

1. Doesn't identify successful or unsuccessful responses. 

2. Identifies but doesn't diagnose causes of successful or unsuccessful responses. 

3. Identifies and diagnoses, but doesn't offer solutions. 

4. Identifies, diagnoses, and offers solutions  

D. Grading.  You will be given a grade on the completeness/thoroughness of your own assessment; particularly 

on your comments to B1- B3 above.  You are welcome to disagree or refute comments or response I provide.  

At different times in the semester, I will ask if there are questions you should be answering (that I am not 

asking), if we should be eliminating questions, or modifying questions so that more learning occurs 

.
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FSHN 476 Cultural Aspect of Food Habits 

Academic Journals 
Spring, 2018 

 
What is an academic journal?  A journal is a place to practice writing and thinking (use your class notes and 
readings to refresh your memory).  It differs from a diary in that it should not be merely a personal recording of 
the day's events.  It differs from your class notes in that it should not be merely an objective recording of 
academic data.  Think of your journal rather as a personal record of your educational experience in our class at 
Oberlin, unique cultural experiences in Japan, or in a discussion with fellow students. 
 
What to Write.  First, write a very brief summary (1 – 2 sentences that capture the essence) of the contents of the 
group discussion, reading material, newspaper articles, handouts, eating experience, or a field trip that you 
participated in. Examine what was written or stated, and use your journal to argue against the ideas, readings, 
and statements, or comments by the instructor as to what was stated, done in class, or experienced on a field trip. 
You are allowed to express confusion as well as explore possible solutions to problems raised in the course. For 
each journal topic, you must include how your own cultural values and biases differ from those who belong to 
another culture and how your values might differ from theirs. For students who have done this during the Fall 
Semester, you will be given a series of readings on values to react to. Or, if there are other cultural values you 
have not covered, you may react to new situations. 
 
When to Write.  Write a journal entry as soon as possible after a class session, after you have completed your 
reading assignment or after a field trip.  It is important to develop the habit of writing a journal entry even when 
you are not in an academic environment.  Good ideas, questions, etc., don't always wait for convenient times for 
you to record them. 
 
How to Write.  You should write using whatever style that is comfortable.  The point is to think, develop, and 
write on paper without worrying about the mechanics of writing.  The quantity you write is as important as the 
quality.  Your position or stance may be completely different from the instructor; however, that does not affect 
the grade you receive.  Develop your thoughts as fully as possible (See guidelines on next page).  Also, there will 
be no docking of points for poor writing or grammar.  However, there should be no spelling errors!  Use your 
spell-check! 
 
Mechanics. 
7. Use a word processor and a separate sheet for each entry.  You should have a minimum of at least 1 ½ 

pages per entry, double spaced with a minimum of a 1 inch margin on each side, top and bottom (more pages 
are acceptable).  Title each entry. 

8. Your journal entry must be turned in on the first class period of the following week.  No journals will be 
accepted after the due date. 

9. I will read or make comments on your journal entries.  None of the dialogue with you will affect how much 
your journal is "worth."     

10. Each journal entry will receive a score of 0 – 10 based on a content statement and a reaction to that content 
issue (See Table on the next page for grading criteria).  

11. Store the returned journal entries in a binder (binders cost 108 yen from Daiso in the Amelia Shopping 
Center). 

12. You are responsible for writing one journal entry per week for the period April – July, 2018.  This will 
amount to a total of 12 journal entries out of a 15-week Obirin semester. 
 

Final requirements for the journal.  READ over the journals you wrote for the past semester and look for trends, 
repeated comments by you, me, significant observations, etc.  To complete your journal folder (1) put page 
numbers, (2) make a table of contents, (3) write an introduction to the journals (one page), and (4) write an 
evaluation of its worth to you (at least two pages).  Compile all your semester entries together with your final 
requirements and turn your folder 2 weeks prior to the end of class.  The final requirements will be worth 10% of 
the journal grade while the number and quality of the individual journals themselves are worth 90%. 
 
Revised 12/21/2016 
From Fulwiler, T.  1987.  Teaching with writing.  Boynton/Cook Publishers 
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Table 1.  Guidelines for evaluation of journal entries on 1) content (presence of idea(s) developed through facts, 
examples, judgment, opinions, reasons, feelings, anecdotes, statistics, or explanations) and 2) on explaining how 
your own cultural value and biases affect your ability to work with others or affect the decisions you make for 
yourself.  
 
 
 

Score Descriptions of the writing that describe each score.   

9 – 10 
Excellent or 

superior level of 
thinking and 

writing 

Substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content demonstrating strong development & fairly 

sophisticated ideas. Advances a judgment/opinion that demonstrates a comprehensive 

grasp of the significant ideas of the readings, experiment, or discussion  

topic.  Identifies and assesses the impact of most of the perceived ambiguities, nuances, 

and complexities within the text, experiment, or discussion.  Student writing readily 

comprehensible, requiring no interpretation on the part of the reader.  Cultural values and 

biases clearly identified and defined; how your decisions or ability to work with others 

because of your values and biases are clearly articulated and developed. 

6 – 8 
Satisfactory or 

average level of 
thinking and 

writing 

Sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation.  Advances a 

judgment/opinion that demonstrates a fairly good grasp of the significant ideas of the 

readings, the experiment, or the discussion topic. Identifies and assesses the impact of 

some of the perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text, experiment, 

or discussion.  Student writing comprehensible, requiring minimal interpretation on the 

part of the reader. Cultural values and biases somewhat identified or defined; how your 

decisions or ability to work with others because of your values and biases are not fully 

explained.  
3- 4 

Limited or 
minimal level of 

thinking and 
writing 

Limited, superficial, or minimal content with inadequate or no explanation or elaboration.  

Advances a judgment/opinion that demonstrates a partial grasp of the significant ideas of 

the readings, experiments, or topic of discussion. Has difficulty in identifying and 

assessing the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text, 

experiment, or discussion.  Student writing mostly comprehensible, ideas somewhat 

developed, requiring interpretation on the part of the reader. Cultural values and biases 

not well identified or defined; how your decisions or ability to work with others because 

of your values and biases are hardly explained. 

1 – 2 
Poor or lack of 
thinking and 

writing 

Minimal content and/or content undeveloped.  No elaboration or explanation.  Advances a 

judgment/opinion that demonstrates a complete lack of comprehension of the significant 

ideas of the readings, the experiment, or the topic of discussion.  Cannot identify and 

assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text, 

experiment or discussion.  Writing difficult to understand and requiring much 

interpretation on the part of the reader. Cultural values and biases not mentioned or very 

underdeveloped; how your decisions or ability to work with others because of your 

values and biases barely mentioned or very undeveloped. 

0 Did not respond to the assignment. 
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Oral presentation assignment guidelines   Spring, 2018 
Guidelines and deadlines for Cultural Aspects of Food Habits presentation. 

 

Background:  There are few skills that are more important than the ability to communicate effectively, orally 

and in writing.  The opportunity to obtain a promotion or attain management status after securing an entry-level 

position is greatly increased for any individual who can communicate technical concepts succinctly to a non-

scientist or a manager.  For a number of reasons, the skills required for this type of written and oral 

communication traditionally do not receive a great deal of attention in the classroom.  The requirement for this 

assignment is designed to improve these skills. 

 

Oral Presentation Topics:  Anything culturally significant that is tied to food customs and/or traditions 

important to Japan or to the Japanese people are appropriate choices.  A list of suggested topics can be found on 

the bottom of this page. 

Format 

 10 minute presentation using “power point” or any other presentation program with 5 minutes for Q & A.   

 Each presentation should have background information, cultural significance, possible origin, how it’s used, 

significance of the item, your individual cultural biases toward that custom, and any other information that 

you think might be relevant to your listeners. 

 Reference citations (at least 6) should follow a standardized format with a limit of two (2) non-scientific 

sources (Wikipedia, popular newspaper articles, etc.). All other references should be from reputable articles, 

preferably from academic journal articles.  All critical statements in your presentation should have a citation 

to a reference you used.  List all your references on the last slide of your presentation. 

The following are key items that should be kept in mind when preparing your presentation: 

 Give your audience a reason to want to listen to your presentation. 

 Assume your audience is intelligent and well educated. 

 Don't use technical jargon and only include what your listeners need or might want to know (your listeners 

can look up your reference citation if they want the more technical information). 

 PRACTICE.  You are encourage on your own and with your peers before the final presentation 

 You will have one “practice” session where your peers will give you feedback on your presentation.   

 

Grading:  The oral presentation portion of this class is worth 200 points.  50% of the grade will be based on 

the scores that you receive from classmates and from the instructor on your formal oral presentation.  40% of 

your grade will be based on the quality/thoroughness of the four (4) hardcopy assignments (1-4 below) 

submitted on time.   10% of the grade will be based on your critique of other students’ presentations.  Criteria 

for evaluating a presentation are attached. Grading will be based on the rubric found on the last page.   

 

Deadlines         Date  

1. Selection of topic with rough outline and references   4th week after start of classes 

2. Detailed outline of presentation with major points to be covered   8th week after start of classes 

3. Hard copy of your presentation in power point outline format  13th week after start of classes 

4. Final hard copy of your presentation due     14th week before end of classes 

 (Draft and final hard copies of your Power Point Presentation - 6 slides per page)  

NOTE:  Any assignments turned in after the deadline will be penalized 10% of the oral final presentation grade.   

 

Suggested topics 
1. Japanese New Year (customs, traditions, special foods (osechi ryori)) 

2. History, significance in the Japanese culture, making, and ways of eating any one of the following: mochi, 

sake, shoyu, natto, miso, tsukemono, okashi (sweets), or any other culturally significant food.   

3. Tea ceremony and food associated with tea (ocha) 

4. History and significance of the different types of ryori 

5. History and significance of a topic of your choice.  Be able to justify your choice. 

 

Revised:  January, 2017 
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FSHN 476 Cultural Aspects of Food Habits 

Spring, 2018  

Oral Presentation Feedback Rubric for group/class facilitators 
 

NAME of facilitator_______________________   DATE __________________ 

 

Students are responsible for evaluating each facilitator’s presentation.  Place a check under those 

statements that best describe each component of the presentation. Please add comments for constructive 

criticism. 

 

Evaluation Component Excellent 

(9-10) 

Good  

(7 – 8) 

Fair  

(5 – 6) 

Poor 

(3 – 4) 

Introduction 

a. Facilitator introduced him/herself/group members 

b. Adequately introduced the discussion topic(s)  

c. Established interest in the topic 

    

Analysis and summarization 

a. Provided clear summary of the group discussion 

topic 

b. Summarized key findings/important points of their 

group discussion 

c. Was able to answer questions from class members 

or able to get help from group members. 

    

Conclusion 

A. Provided good summary of class discussion that 

ensued 

b. Attempted to tie important points in chapter, 

reading, or discussion to everyday living 

    

     

 

 

COMMENTS:  Provide two comments what the facilitator did well and two comments on where the 

speaker/facilitator could improve.  Instructor will summarize comments from class members and 

provide a copy to the facilitator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of feedback provider:  ______________________________ 
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Informative Presentation  

Peer Evaluation Form for Final presentation 
 

Speaker: _________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 

 

Evaluate another speaker in your class, using the criteria listed below. Be sure to make at least two 

significant, constructive comments in each section. Give the speaker feedback on what you liked about the 

presentation as well as suggestions for improvement. 

 

Content and Organization        Comments 

(Place a check mark (√)  in the space (_____) below for each item the speaker addressed/completed).   

 

_____ Effective attention getter 

_____ Thesis statement was evident 

_____ Main points and sub-points were clear, substantive 

_____ Supporting evidence was provided and sources cited 

_____ Presentation was organized well 

_____ Review of major points included in conclusion 

_____ Concluding statement - presentation ended smoothly 

 

Delivery           Comments 

 

____ Extemporaneous delivery; speaker was enthusiastic about topic 

____ Appropriate and effective eye contact 

____ Appropriate vocal variety (rate, pitch, volume) 

____ Appropriate and effective gestures and movement 

____ Appropriate and effective use of language 

____ Appropriate and effective articulation and pronunciation of words 

____ Absence of vocalized pauses 

____ Visual aids were easily seen by audience 

____ Visual aids provided additional information and were effective 

 

1. Describe what you learned from this presentation. 

 

 

2. What did you like about this presentation? 

 

 

3. What suggestions do you have for this speaker for his/her next presentation? 

 

 

4. What numerical grade would you give this presentation?   ________ (90 -100 = A; 80 – 89 = B, etc.) 

Rationale for your grade:   

 

5. Your name: ______________________Points for your critique (to be determined by instructor):_______ 

Source: Schaller, K. (2002). Principles of Effective Public Speaking: Student Workbook. Boston, MA: 

McGraw-Hill. 

 




