
Monitoring and Experiential Learning 

Experiential learning 
 
Aloha, students. While you undertake your French language study at the Institut 
Française des Alpes, I will be your direct contact with the University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa. My role as Resident Director includes monitoring your academic progress as 
well as your attendance and level of participation, facilitating and mediating in any 
academic issue that arises in your study, and insuring your final grade is properly 
transmitted and recorded as UHM credit. 
 
As an experienced Resident Director, I’m also available for counseling and assistance 
in your adjustment to life in a new and different cultural environment. 
 
I will be available every morning at the Institut for individual meetings without prior 
appointment. In addition, you will have my French cell phone number which you may 
call at any time while you are in residence. 
 
In addition to these opportunities, we will meet as a group once per week during the 
term in order to discuss your adjustment to the program and to life in Annecy, and to 
talk about the experiential research that you will be expected to do in addition to your 
French language study. 
 
This exercise, outlined here, is designed to raise awareness of current international and 
domestic dynamics convulsing France: the questions of refugee resettlement, the 
cultural and political place of Islam, the parameters of adequate personal and 
community security, and the forms of expression of French identity. These issues all 
form sensitive questions, and yet, they are vital to engage if even because each of you 
has already implicitly weighed these concerns before deciding to visit and study in 
France. This exercise will build awareness of these central issues by working with you, 
individually and collectively, within your levels of comfort and your capacities. This 
goal will be met through helping you to  
 

• Demonstrate  awareness  of  your  own  cultural  values  and  biases  and  how  these 
are resources and constraints when working with others (fellow students and foreign 
nationals.) 

• Demonstrate knowledge of diversity with a focus on the populations (both local and 
global) encountered in Annecy 

• Communicate appropriately and effectively with and about diverse individuals and 
groups. 

• Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for divergent 
points of view. 

 
The exercise will involve three stages disbursed throughout the term. 
 
First, we will identify various ways to gain insight into some defined issues and events, 
and find ways that each student can contribute to our understanding of them. These 
issues and events will include  
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A) Understanding the problems provoked by the new mosque that is being built in 
Annecy. This mosque has been quite controversial and in September of this year 
(2016) the French courts finally disposed of the last of the resistance so that the 
construction can be completed.  

 
B) The agreement this year by the government and community of Annecy to welcome and 

integrate several Syrian refugee families. 
 

C) The political and social reaction in Annecy to the Nice bombings earlier this year. 
 

D) Comprehending how Savoyard identity has changed in light of these recent conflicts. 
 

E) Other events, issues, or controversies that arise in the months before our arrival. 
 

In this phase, we will work together to find a research plan. This plan may include a 
search of newspapers online and in the public libraries of Annecy, a collection of 
political information from various political parties including the government and the 
Front Nationale Haute Savoie which has made these issues priorities, interviews with 
various members of the community, internet searches and other means that we 
collectively devise. We will then divide up responsibilities based upon language 
abilities, cultural skills, student interest, and student comfort. Students will be 
encouraged to work in small, like-minded groups. 
 
Second, we will meet to assess research, share ideas, and reformulate the research 
plan. 
 
Third, we will gather for a conference in which we share findings and draw some 
tentative conclusions about the significance of these issues to the local community and 
commune and wider département.  
 
Including your participation in these sessions, you will be expected to keep a journal in 
which general observations and research into these questions are compiled. I will 
collect these journals at the end of the term and evaluate them. The following rubric 
can be consulted in order to understand how these journals will be evaluated. 
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Sample of Student Learning Outcomes Assessment Rubric 
Learning outcomes Below expectation Meets expectation Exceeds expectation 
Demonstrate  
awareness  of  your  
own  cultural  
values  and  biases  
and  how  these are 
resources and 
constraints when 
working with 
others (fellow 
students and 
foreign nationals.) 

Student fails to 
submit 
regular journal 
entries, or entries 
lack meaningful 
intercultural 
interactions. 

Student submits 
regular 
journal entries that 
include self-
reflection 
on cultural 
learning though 
immersive 
experiences. 

Journal entries 
show insights into 
personal and 
communication 
styles that affect 
meaningful culture 
learning. 

Demonstrate 
knowledge of 
diversity with a 
focus on the 
populations (both 
local and global) 
encountered in 
Annecy. 

Journal entries lack 
reflection on local 
experiences or 
observations of 
society in Annecy.  

Journal entries 
engage with 
questions raised by 
observations of 
Annécien or French 
social life. 

Journal entries 
engage with 
observations of 
local differences in 
Annécien or French 
social lives. 

Communicate 
appropriately and 
effectively with and 
about diverse 
individuals and 
groups. 

Student fails to 
attend classes or 
meet expectations 
of their French 
instructors, or fail 
to spend 
meaningful time 
talking with their 
French fellow 
students and 
exploring these 
conversations in 
their journals. 

Student meets the 
expectations of 
their French 
instructors and 
engage 
intellectually and 
socially with their 
French fellow 
students and host 
families, and they 
explore these cross-
cultural 
conversations in 
their journals. 

Student uses their 
intellectual and 
social engagements 
with their French 
teachers and fellow 
students, and host 
families, to write 
about the nature of 
cross-cultural 
communication in 
their journals. 

Demonstrate an 
increased capacity 
to analyze issues 
with appreciation 
for divergent points 
of view. 

Student fails to 
participate in the 
common 
experiential 
research program 
and write about it. 

Student 
participates in the 
research programs 
and the final 
conference, and 
shows ability to 
integrate ideas from 
student and faculty 
comments. 

Student shows 
evidence of 
sharpening the 
inquiry they have 
taken responsibility 
for during the 
session, and writes 
about how they have 
come to appreciate 
the questions they 
have asked. 

 


