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Fall 2017 

ANTH 370: Ethnographic Field Techniques (O) 
 

Credits: 3 
Meets: TBA 

Instructor:  Prof. Eirik Saethre 
Email:  saethre@hawaii.edu 

Office Hours:  after class or individually by arrangement 
 
1 - Description 
In this course, students will gain an understanding of qualitative research methods and 
conduct individual research project in Italy.  This is your opportunity to design a project 
focusing on any aspect of life in Italy that you find interesting.  After examining 
techniques such as participant observation, informal interviewing, formal interviewing, 
life histories, and focus groups, students will employ these methods to complete their 
projects in Florence.  To assist you in formulating and writing up their project, we will 
read the work of several anthropologists who have also conducted research in Italy.  At 
the end of class, the results of your research will be presented in a mock conference 
presentation.   
 
2 – Objectives, Goals, and Outcomes 
By successfully completing this course, you will: 
 Recognize the value of qualitative methodologies for understanding the social and 

cultural context of Italy. 
 Understand the ethics of conducting research involving human subjects in a social 

science context.   
 Design a qualitative research project situated in Florence that is respects the rights of 

participants and is methodologically sound.  
 Use appropriate research tools and techniques to formulate a scholarly argument 

within an academic context. 
 Develop the skills necessary to work in an international research location with a 

diverse population.   
 Gain the ability to conduct research, record data, analyze findings, and produce a 

scholarly conference presentation.   
 Build social and academic relationships with students, instructors, research 

participants, and the residents of Florence.   
 Demonstrate an increased capacity to analyze issues with appreciation for disparate 

viewpoints. 
 
3 – Prerequisites 
This course is held in English and all class discussions and written assignments will be in 
English as well; no knowledge of Italian is necessary. Students must have already taken a 
least one course in the social sciences.   
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4 – Method 
This course will combine classroom learning with ‘in the world’ field experiences.  
Activities include lectures, class discussions, fieldtrips, independent research, and peer 
feedback.  Lectures will review various field techniques which students must then apply 
via their own research project.  While I can give students general guidelines, every 
project will be different and each student will face a unique field setting.  Consequently, 
this class relies on student discussion and feedback.  Share your experiences conducting 
fieldwork, both positive and negative, with the class. 
 
5 – Assessments 
 
During the semester, students will independently explore a topic of anthropological 
interest in greater depth.  This is your chance to engage in one of the most interesting and 
exciting aspects of anthropology: fieldwork.  To gain a comprehensive knowledge of 
their field site, students are expected to work at the same location or with the same group 
of people for the entirety of their project.  To ensure that you have a fresh perspective, 
you should choose something that you have an interest in but have not done before.  We 
will talk more about appropriate topics in class.   
 
Fieldwork Reports (15% per assignment x 4 = 60%) 
To gain experience using the techniques that we discuss in class, students will complete 
six research exercises: (1) initial research and proposal, (2) participant observation and 
informal interviewing, (3) formal interviewing, and (4) life history or focus group.  
Students will be turning in these assignments in two alternate formats: oral and written.  
To facilitate this process, students will sign up to be in one of two groups.  On the day 
that an assignment is due, individuals in one group will give oral presentations lasting 
approximately ten minutes.  Those students in the other group will turn in a five page 
report.  The groups will rotate for each assignment so that students will give two 
presentations andwrite two papers.     
 
Assignment 1: Initial Research and Proposal – Due Week 5 
 Students should begin by thinking about what they would like to research.  Do some 

preliminary archival research (books, articles, online sources) to see what else has 
been written about your topic.  Compose a bibliography of at least five 
anthropological sources (peer reviewed books or articles written by anthropologists or 
published within an anthropological journal) to be turned in with your paper or 
presentation.   

 The biggest challenge of any project is identifying willing participants.  Make a list of 
gatekeepers and other relevant parties.  Set up meetings with potential participants, go 
over your research plan, and obtain informed consent.  Stress that you will be 
spending a lot of time with people and asking a lot of question.  Solicit feedback on 
your proposal and research goals.  Do they think your plan is realistic?   

 In your report, address the following: 
o Background: Introduce your project, what you will study, and how you chose 

your field site.  Who will participate?   
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o Summarize your findings:  What are the main issues in the academic literature 
that you want to address?  How did people respond when you asked them to 
participate in your project?  What suggestions and advice did they offer you?  
How will you incorporate these suggestions into your research plan?  

o Suggest a theoretical framework that we can use to make sense of this 
information. 

o Evaluate your research technique: How did your archival research impact your 
proposed topic?  Do you feel your meetings were successful?  Was it difficult 
obtaining informed consent?  Did you encounter any unexpected challenges?   

 
Assignment 2:  Participant Observation and Informal Interviewing – Due Week 7 
 Ask yourself what kind of information you can gain about the place and people that 

you are researching through participant observation.   
 Pick an event or activity that you will join.  Remember, the key is to participate, not 

just watch.  You should spend at least two hours conducting participant observation. 
 Take notes (this can be either during or after the event).  Record as many details as 

possible: who, what, when, where, why, how much, how many, and how long.  You 
might want to draw maps of the location and where people sat or stood.   

 While you are participating, strike up a casual conversation with at least five different 
people.  Each interview should be relatively brief.  You should not have a set list of 
questions but should rather just ‘chat’ and see where the conversation goes.  Feel free 
to reference what you have observed.  Encourage your informant to talk as much as 
possible.  When appropriate and if necessary, ask for more details.   

 In your report, address the following: 
o Background: Discuss your initial question and motivation.  Why did you choose 

this event?  
o Summarize your findings:  Describe the event or activity and how you 

participated.What did you see?  What happened?  Did you observe different 
things at each of the different times? How many people did you speak with? Who 
are they and how are they connected to your field site?  What information did you 
learn?   

o Suggest a theoretical framework that we can use to make sense of this 
information. 

o Evaluate your research technique: What were the advantages and disadvantages 
of participant observation and informal interviewing?  Did you encounter any 
unexpected challenges?  Did you make any mistakes?  Where there any awkward 
moments?  Did you encounter any unexpected challenges?  What did this 
assignment teach you? 

 
Assignment 3:  Formal Interviewing – Due Week 9 
 Think about your research so far and brainstorm a list of two to four issues that you 

need specific and detailed information about.  Then formulate an interview guide and 
turn it in with your paper or presentation. 

 Interview three people.  Each interview should last between 30 to 60 minutes.  Your 
goal is to get detailed responses.  Experiment using the techniques we discussed in 
class to elicit information.   
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 Use a different strategy for each interview: writing notes only after the interview is 
finished, taking notes during the interview, and recording the interview.   

 In your report, address the following: 
o Background: Discuss the issues/questions that you initially chose for 

clarification.  What made you focus on these topics?   
o Summarize your findings: How many people did you speak with? Who are they 

and how are they connected to your field site?  Approximately how long was each 
interview?  What information did you learn?  Did your informants give similar 
information or were they contradictory? 

o Suggest a theoretical framework that we can use to make sense of this 
information. 

o Evaluate your researchtechnique: Compare and contrast your formal interviews 
with your informal interviews.  How did they differ?  In your formal interviews, 
what did you find to be the best method for eliciting information? What were the 
pros and cons of using each method to take notes and/or record interviews?  
Which method would you use in the future? If you had to do it over again, what 
would you change? 

 
Assignment 4:  Life History or Focus Group – Due Week 11 
 Life History 

 Based on your previous research, identify an individual whose life 
encapsulates and illustrates the concerns and topic on which you are focusing.   

 Conduct at least two formal interviews with this individual about the events in 
his or her life from childhood to adulthood.  You can choose whether to tape 
the interviews or not.   

 In your report, address the following: 
o Background: Discuss why you chose this individual.  How does her or his 

life story illustrate the themes of your research?   
o Summarize your findings: Provide an overview of this individual’s life 

using as many details and personal narratives as possible.  Tie the life 
history into your research trajectory.   

o Suggest a theoretical framework that we can use to make sense of this 
information. 

o Evaluate your researchtechnique: Compare and contrast your formal 
interviews with taking a life history.  How did they differ?  What new 
information did you gain through the use of a life history?  If you had to 
do it over again, what would you change? 

OR 
 Focus Group 

 Based on your previous research, identify two to four topics that you wish to 
explore in more depth.  Then identify four to six individuals that are 
knowledgeable about these topics. 

 Conduct a focus group that lasts approximately one to two hours.  Be sure to 
schedule more than the minimum number of people because often someone 
will cancel at the last minute. 
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 Plan to cover two to four topics that are critical to your research.  Your goal is 
for the participants to talk amongst themselves as much as possible.  But if 
they veer severely off topic, guide them back to the issues you want to 
discuss.  Record the focus group.   

 In your report, address the following: 
o Background: Discuss why you chose these individuals.  Why was 

conducting a focus group important for your research?   
o Summarize your findings: How many people participated? Who are they 

and how are they connected to your field site and each other?  What new 
information did you learn?  Did your informants give similar information 
or were they contradictory?  How well did they interact with each other?   

o Suggest a theoretical framework that we can use to make sense of this 
information. 

o Evaluate your researchtechnique: Did the focus group run smoothly?  
What challenges, if any, did you face during the group?  What techniques 
worked or didn’t work for eliciting discussion?  What new information did 
you gain through the use of a focus group?  If you had to do it over again, 
what would you change? 

 
Project Presentation (25%) – Due Week 13 
After completing their fieldwork, students will present their experiences and findings to 
the class in the form of a mock conference presentation.  I suggest using visual aids such 
as photos or other ethnographic material from the field to illustrate important points.  
Your presentation should be scholarly and use anthropological theory to draw 
conclusions about what you observed in the field.  Each presentation will last 
approximately twelve minutes.   
 
Grading Rubric for Project Presentation Assignment (adapted from MCVTS): 
 
CATEGORY Excellent Good Acceptable Unacceptable
Introduction/ 
Thesis 

____ 
 

 
 

*exceptional introduction 
that grabs interest of 
reader and states topic. 
**thesis is exceptionally 
clear, arguable, well-
developed, and a 
definitive statement. 

*proficient introduction that is 
interesting and states topic. 
**thesis is clear and arguable 
statement of position. 

*basic introduction that 
states topic but lacks 
interest. 
**thesis is somewhat 
clear and arguable. 

*weak or no 
introduction of 
topic. 
**presentation’s 
purpose is 
unclear/thesis is 
weak or missing. 

Quality of 
Information/ 
Evidence 

____ 
 
 

*presentation is 
exceptionally researched, 
extremely detailed, and 
historically accurate. 
**information clearly 
relates to the thesis. 

*information relates to the main 
topic. 
**presentation is well-
researched in detail and from a 
variety of sources. 

*information relates to 
the main topic, few 
details and/or examples 
are given. 
**shows a limited variety 
of sources. 

*information has 
little or nothing to 
do with the thesis. 
**information has 
weak or no 
connection to the 
thesis. 

Support of 
Thesis/Analysis 

____ 
 

*exceptionally critical, 
relevant and consistent 
connections made between 
evidence and thesis. 
**excellent analysis. 

*consistent connections made 
between evidence and thesis 
**good analysis. 

*some connections made 
between evidence and 
thesis. 
**some analysis. 

*limited or no 
connections made 
between evidence 
and thesis. 
**lack of analysis. 
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Organization/ 
Development 
of Thesis 

____ 
 

 

*exceptionally clear, 
logical, mature, and 
thorough development of 
thesis with excellent 
transitions. 

*clear and logical order that 
supports thesis with good 
transitions. 

*somewhat clear and 
logical development with 
basic transitions. 

*lacks 
development of 
ideas with weak or 
no transitions. 

Conclusion 
____ 

 
 

 

*excellent summary of 
topic with concluding 
ideas that impact reader. 
**introduces no new 
information. 

*good summary of topic with 
clear concluding ideas. 
**introduces no new 
information. 

*basic summary of topic 
with some final 
concluding ideas. 
**introduces no new 
information. 

*lack of summary 
of topic. 

Style/Voice 
____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*style and voice are not 
only appropriate to the 
given audience and 
purpose, but also show 
originality and creativity. 
**word choice is specific, 
purposeful, dynamic and 
varied. 
***sentences are clear, 
active (subject-verb-
object), and to the point. 

*style and voice appropriate to 
the given audience and purpose. 
**word choice is specific and 
purposeful, and somewhat 
varied throughout. 
***sentences are mostly clear, 
active (SVO), and to the point. 

*style and voice 
somewhat appropriate to 
given audience and 
purpose. 
**word choice is often 
unspecific, generic, 
redundant, and clichéd. 
***sentences are 
somewhat unclear; 
excessive use of passive 
voice. 

*style and voice 
inappropriate or 
do not address 
given audience, 
purpose, etc. 
**word choice is 
excessively 
redundant, 
clichéd, and 
unspecific. 
***sentences are 
very unclear. 

Delivery 
____ 

 
 

*holds attention of entire  
audience with the use of  
direct eye contact, seldom  
looking at notes 
**speaks with fluctuation 
in  
volume and inflection to  
maintain audience interest  
and emphasize key points 
 

* consistent use of direct eye 
contact with audience, but still 
returns to notes 
** speaks with satisfactory 
variation of volume and 
inflection 

*displays minimal eye 
contact with audience, 
while reading mostly 
from the notes 
**speaks in uneven 
volume with little or no 
inflection 

* holds no eye 
contact with 
audience, as entire 
report is read from 
notes 
** Speaks in low 
volume and/or 
monotonous tone, 
which causes 
audience to 
disengage 

Enthusiasm/ 
Audience 
Awareness 

____ 
 

 

* demonstrates strong 
enthusiasm about topic 
during entire presentation. 
**significantly increases 
audience understanding 
and knowledge of topic; 
convinces an audience to 
recognize the validity and 
importance of the subject 
 

**shows some enthusiastic 
feelings about topic  
**raises audience 
understanding and awareness of 
most points 
 

*shows little or mixed 
feelings about the topic 
being presented  
**raises audience 
understanding and 
knowledge of some 
points 
 

**shows no 
interest in topic 
presented 
**fails to increase 
audience 
understanding of 
the topic 

     

 
 
6 - Exams 
 
Final Exam (20%) – Week 14 
The final exam will consist of essay questions and cover all material in the course, 
including readings and lectures.   
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7 – Evaluation and Grading System 
15%    Initial Research and Proposal 
15%    Participant Observation and Informal Interviews 
15%    Formal Interviews 
15%    Life History or Focus Group 
25%    Project Presentation 
15%    Final Exam 
 
Grading Scale 

A+    99-97 B+    89-87 C+    79-77 D+    69-67  
A      96-93 B      86-83 C      76-73 D      66-63 F     59-0 
A-     92-90 B-     82-80 C-     72-70 D-     62-60  

 
8 – Attendance and Behavior 
Mandatory attendance is a primary requirement for a responsible learning experience at 
LdM. Please note that: 

 if the student misses THREE classes, the final grade will be lowered by one full 
letter grade. 

 if more than THREE classes are missed, the final grade will be “F” and NO 
credits will be given for this course. 

 
Punctuality is mandatory. Students must arrive in class on time.  Sny lateness, leaving 
class during the lesson without notice, not showing up on time after the break, or leaving 
earlier, will impact the participation grade and the final grade.  

In addition: 
 Three late arrivals or equivalent (10 to 20 minutes) will result in one absence on 

the attendance count. 
 Missing more than 20 minutes will be considered as one full absence. 

 
It is the responsibility of the student to catch up on any missed work and to keep track of 
his or her absences and cases of tardiness. Make-up classes are always mandatory since 
part of the course program. If on occasion a class creates a conflict with the another class 
(different or extended time etc.), the student is required to inform both instructors in 
advance, allowing the two instructors to share a written excuse for the class to be missed. 
 
Correct, active and responsible participation is insisted on. Students are required to 
behave properly within the school premises and during class. Classrooms are to be left in 
order and clean. Students must take care of available equipment and materials and 
promptly report any damage and loss.  
 
Electronic devices (cell phones, Blackberry, iPod, laptop computers, etc.) must be 
switched off during class, unless otherwise instructed. Drinking/eating during class is not 
allowed. 
 
Note: Instructors who find a student’s behavior is inappropriate will seek to talk with 
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him/her promptly; if the issue continues, the instructor is required to contact the pertinent 
LdM authority. 
 
Academic dishonesty: should issues of academic dishonesty arise the instructor will 
refer to the relevant LdM policy. According to the LdM Rules of Conduct, "Violations 
include cheating on tests, plagiarism, recycled work, unauthorized assistance, or similar 
actions not explicitly mentioned in this sentence." 
 
Scheduled class visits are considered regular classes: absence or lateness rules will be 
applied as for lessons that meet in class, without excuses. All students are requested to be 
5 to 10 minutes early at the meeting point, so class can promptly enter at the specified 
entry time. If a student is late, the class cannot wait for him/her and the student will be 
responsible for paying for his/her entry.Please be aware of any change of visit 
location/time/day; get to know the meeting point and any relevant details before the class. 
Proper behavior and dress code must be observed during visits.  
 
Respectful discourse is essential in this class.  Ideas, not people, are open to challenge.  
Here are some suggestions for class participation: 
 Show respect for others’ feelings and points of view. 
 Try to understand points of view that are different from your own. 
 Demonstrate that you understand a point of view before challenging it. 
 Be supportive of others when they are trying out new ideas. 
 Listen and provide space for others to participate. 
 
9 – Readings and Sources 
All materials for this course are posted as pdf documents online. 
 
10 –Additional Costs – Transportation costs. 
 
11 – Visits and Trips – To illustrate how these techniques can be applied, we will make 
three fieldtrips.  To give students an opportunity to observe an event and discuss its 
significance, we will attend a morning mass at the cathedral.  To illustrate how 
observations and informal interviews can lead to anthropological insights about food 
economies, our second fieldtrip will be made to the Mercato Centrale where students will 
speak with shoppers and sellers.  Finally, we will walk through Florence in search of 
images and souvenirs of Michelangelo’s David to look at how the statue is tied to 
Florence’s identity and consumed by tourists.    
 
12 – Materials – not applicable 
 
13A – Class Schedule 
Please bear in mind that the contents of individual classes may be changed throughout 
the course according to the class's progress. 
 
Week 1 
Day 1: Class Overview 
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Day 2: Italy as a Research Location 
 Killinger, Charles. 2005. Culture and customs of Italy. New York: Greenwood. 

 Chapter 2: Religion and Thought 
 Chapter 3: Marriage, Gender, and Family 

 
Week 2 
Day 1:What is Qualitative Research? 
 Merriam, Sharan. 2014. Qualitative research: a guide to design and 

implementation.  New York: Wiley. 
 Chapter 1: What is qualitative research? 
 Chapter 2: Types of qualitative research 

 Creswell, John. 2012. Qualitative inquiry and research design: choosing between 
five approaches. New York: Sage Publications. 

 Chapter 3: Designing a qualitative study 
Day 2: Ethics in Research 
 Schensul, Jean J., and Jean J. Schensul. 1999. Designing and conducting 

ethnographic research. New York: Altamira Press.  
 Chapter 9: Ethical treatment of research participants 

 Styles, Joseph. 1979. Outsider/insider: researching gay baths. Urban Life 
8(2):135-152. 

 AAA Code of Ethics: http://www.aaanet.org/stmts/ethstmnt.htm 
 
Week 3  
Day 1: Research Design and Formulating an Italian Research Project 
 Seidman, Irving. 2005. Interviewing as qualitative research: a guide for 

researchers in education and social sciences. New York: Teachers 
College Press 

 Chapter 3: Proposing research 
Day 2: Anthropology of Food in Italy 
 Counihan, Carole. 1999. The anthropology of food and body: Gender, Meaning, 

and Power. New York: Routledge.   
  Chapter 3: Food, power, and female identity in Florence 

 Leitch, Alison. 2003. Slow food and the politics of pork fat: Italian food and 
European identity. Ethos 68(4):437-462. 

 
Week 4 
Day 1: Note Taking 
 Emerson, Robert, Rachel Fretz, and Linda Shaw. 1995. Writing ethnographic 

fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 Chapter 1: Fieldnotes in ethnographic research. 
 Chapter 3: Writing up fieldnotes: from field to desk.  

Day 2: What Is Participant Observation? 
 DeWalt, K.M. 2010.Participant observation: a guide for fieldworkers. New York: 

Altamira Press.  
 Chapter 1: What is participant observation?  
 Chapter 2: Learning to be a participant observer 
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Week 5 
Day 1: Assignment 1: Initial Investigations and Research Proposal Due 
Day 2: Doing Participant Observation 
 DeWalt, K.M. 2010.Participant observation: a guide for fieldworkers. New York: 

Altamira Press.  
 Chapter 3: Doing participant observation: becoming a participant  
 Chapter 5: Doing participant observation: becoming an observer  

 
Week 6 
Day 1: Fieldtrip: Today we will attend morning mass at the cathedral.  This is an 

observation exercise: students are expected to watch everything that occurs and 
take mental notes.  After the service, we will compare experiences and draw 
anthropological conclusions from what occurred.   

Day 2: Participant Observers in the Field 
 Shore, Cris. 1999. Fictions of fieldwork: Depicting the ‘self’ in ethnographic 

writing (Italy). In Watson, C. (Ed.) Being there: Fieldwork in 
anthropology. New York: Pluto Press. Pp. 25-48. 

 Warin, M. 2009.Abject relations: everyday worlds of anorexia. New Brunswick: 
Rutgers University Press.  

 Chapter 3: Knowing through the body 
 
Week 7 
Day 1: Assignment 2: Participant Observation and Informal Interviews Due 
Day 2: Conducting Formal Interviews 
 Seidman, Irving. 2005. Interviewing as qualitative research: a guide for 

researchers in education and social sciences. New York: Teachers 
College Press 

 Chapter 6: Technique isn’t everything but it is a lot 
 Chapter 7: Interviewing as a relationship 

 
Week 8 
Day 1: Conducting Formal Interviews 
 Weiss, R.S. 1995. Learning from strangers: the art and method of qualitative 

interview studies. New York: Free Press.  
 Chapter 3: Preparation for interviewing 
 Chapter 4: Interviewing 
 Chapter 5: Issues in interviewing  

Day 2:Fieldtrip: Today we will visit the Mercato Centrale.  Pay attention to the foods 
that are being sold as well as the people that are buying them.  Think about the 
market anthropologically.  To get more information, speak to a few of the buyers 
and a few of the vendors.  Afterwards, we will get gelato and discuss everyone’s 
findings! 

 
Week 9 
Day 1: Anthropology of Roma in Italy 
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 Marco Solimene. 2015. ‘I go for iron’: XoraxanéRomá collecting scrap metal in 
Rome.InBrazzabeni, M., Ivone Cunha, M. and Fotta, M. (Eds.) Gypsy 
economy: Romani livelihoods and notions of worth in the 21st century. 
London: Berghahn. Pp. 107-126. 

 Sigona, Nando. 2005. Locating ‘The Gypsy Problem’. The Roma in Italy: 
Stereotyping, Labelling, and ‘Nomad Camps’. Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies 31(4):741-756. 

Day 2: Assignment 3: Formal Interviews Due 
 
Week 10  
Day 1: Taking a Life History 
 Cole, A.L. and Knowles, J.G. 2001.Lives in context: the art of life history 

research. New York: Altamira Press.  
 Chapter 1: What is life history research? 
 Chapter 4: ‘Doing’ life history research 

Day 2: Running a Focus Group 
 Edmunds, H. 2000.  Focus group research handbook. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 Chapter 1: Focus groups 
 Chapter 4: Focus group moderation 

 
Week 11  
Day 1: Fieldtrip: Today we willwalk through central Florence looking for images of 

Michelangelo’s David.  Search for tourist souvenirs and other representations.  
We will discuss tourism and the commodification of culture.   

Day 2: Assignment 4: Life History or Focus Group Due 
 
Week 12 
Day 1: Anthropology of Identity and Race in Italy 
 Cole, Jeffrey. 2005. The new racism in Europe: A Sicilian ethnography. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   
 Chapter 2: When the bottom looks down: Working-class views of 

immigrants in Palermo 
Day 2: Writing Up 
 Creswell, John. 2012. Qualitative inquiry and research design: choosing between 

five approaches. New York: Sage Publications. 
 Chapter 9: Writing a qualitative study 

 
Week 13 
Day 1: Group 1 Project Presentations 
Day 2: Group 2 Project Presentations 
 
Week 14 – Final Exam 
 
13B – Alternative Lesson 
Should the instructor be indisposed or otherwise unable to attend, a substitute teacher 
(whenever available) will conduct the scheduled or a pre-prepared alternative lesson. 


