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Did Easter Island get ‘ratted’ out?

Hordes of rodents
deforested island,
researchers say

By Dan Vergano
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Rats and Euro-
peans are likely to blame for the
mysterious demise of Easter Island,
a team of anthropologists suggests.

The fate of the people who built
hundreds of 10-ton stone statues
on the South Pacific
island and then van-
ished has long been
seen as a cautionary environmental
tale. Natives deforested the island
paradise to transport the statues,
the story goes, triggering erosion
that damaged farmlands. And then
they supposedly bumped them-
selves off in a cannibalistic civil war
in about 1650.

But anthropologist Terry Hunt of
the University of Hawaii at Manoa
first blames the Polynesian rat. The
rats probably deforested the 66-
square-mile island’s 16 million
palm trees. “Palm tree seeds are
filet mignon to rats,” Hunt says.

Working with colleagues at the
island’s anthropology museum and
elsewhere since 2001, Hunt's team
has undertaken an extensive ar-
chaeological survey of the island:

» Charcoal remains show that
Polynesians settled the island in
1200, much later than supposed
from earlier, inaccurate dates of
such deposits.

» Pollen and ash deposits show
that the number of palm trees de-
clined swiftly in the years before
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Mystery solved? The population of Easter Island, famed for its gigantic statues, disappeared around 400 years
ago. Now, researchers say rats deforested the island, and Dutch traders brought diseases and took away slaves.

fires, the signature of human occu-
pation, appeared on the island.

» Rat remains indicate that the
rodent population spiked at 20 mil-
lion from 1200 to 1300 and then
dropped off to a mere 1 million af-
ter the trees were gone.

» Skeletal remains and digs of
old homes show little or no evi-
dence of early warfare.

Instead, the disappearance of
Easter Islanders probably was
caused by visiting Dutch traders in
the 1700s, who brought diseases
and, later, slave raiding, says Hunt,

who presented his findings at an
American Anthropological Associa-
tion meeting last week.

Older explanations essentially
blamed the victims for their de-
mise, says archaeologist Patricia
McAnany of Boston University. The
island still represents a cautionary
tale, she says, but one of the dan-
gers of invasive species.

But New Zealand’s John Flenley
of Massey University calls the idea
“most unlikely,” saying rats didn’t
deforest other Polynesian islands.

Hunt counters that deforestation

of palm trees by Polynesian rats oc-
curred on the Hawaiian islands.
And the Easter Island palms were
uniquely vulnerable because the
rats had no predators and the trees
didn’t grow at elevations too high
for them to reach.

Hunt suggests that about 50 set-
tlers first landed on the island and
grew to a stable population of at
least 3,000 people by 1650. That
seems reasonable, says mathema-
tician William Basener of the Roch-
ester (N.Y.) Institute of Technology,
an expert in population models.

Campus free-speech
debate intensifies

By Mary Beth Marklein
USA TODAY

A question before the U.S.
Supreme Court today is whether
colleges’ free-speech rights are vio-
lated by a law that could allow the
government to withhold money
from schools that limit military re-

. cruiters’ access to
Education campus.
- But even as the
justices consider whether the law
violates the First Amendment, anti-
war groups say administrators on
campuses nationwide are infring-
ing on students’ rights to protest.

Six students at Hampton Univer-
sity in Virginia were assigned to do
community service for their role in
a demonstration last month against
the Bush administration and the
war in Iraq. Seven had faced ex-
pulsion; none was expelled, uni-
versity officials said Friday.

The University of Wisconsin-
Madison is investigating whether a
student anti-war group vandalized
property and intimidated people
outside the Military Science build-
ing. Students were told they could
be expelled.

Campus police clashed with
counter-recruitment activists this
semester at Holyoke Community
College in Massachusetts and Har-
old Washington College in Chicago.
And campus police at Kent State in
Ohio and George Mason University
in Virginia each apprehended a stu-
dent protesting military recruiters,

Court showdown today
over military recruiting

though disciplinary actions against
those students were dropped or
canceled.

Though those cases represent
extremes, “lots of students have to
deal with lots of red tape” to orga-
nize rallies or protests, says Chris
Schwartz, 25, a senior political sci-
ence major at the University of
Northern lowa in Cedar Falls and a
member of the Campus Anti-War
Network (CAN), which has mem-
bers on about 100 campuses.

Today, CAN members plan local
actions tied to the court case, in
which a group representing about
30 law schools argues that current
law forces schools that want federal
funding to accept the Pentagon’s
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which
allows gays to serve in the armed
forces only if they keep their sexual
orientation to themselves. Because
that conflicts with anti-discrimina-
tion policies on many campuses,
the group argues, the schools’ free-
speech rights are violated.

On campuses where students
face reprimands, administrators
say they're not stifling speech. In a
statement Friday, Hampton Univer-
sity officials said the students were
punished for failing to register a
protest. “The University certainly
permits peaceful protests; howev-
er, all policies and procedures must
be adhered to,” the statement said.

The UW says investigating a
complaint is standard procedure.

Paul Pryse, 19, a UW sophomore
facing discipline, doubts he’ll be ex-
pelled. Still, he says, any rebuke has
a chilling effect. “They’re trying to
send a warning that we should pipe
down, back oft.”
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PERSONALS EDUCATION
ATTENTION SINGLES! e, LACTSSE

We help people like you find _l'_.ﬂ %)
o ] i
Devoted, Life-Mates. FREE BOOK. | & FURTVERSITY

800-266-5410 www.NoDivorce.us

PERSONALS

Hot Local Singles
Call for Your Local Number
800-289-1489, Code 6650
or MegaMates.com, 18+

PERSONALS

1000 + Beautiful LATIN SINGLES
From S. America, seek friendship/
marriage.Group Tours Info. 1-800-
908-8377 www.latinlifemates.com

PERSONALS

40,000 Russian, L atin,Asian singles-
Instant contact! Romance tours.
Free catalog,Video! A Foreign Affair
800-576-3367 www.loveme.com

ADOPTIONS

EDUCATION

SJBC Online Business School
Earn areal college degree in a year
Affordable tuition, open enrollment |

and credit for career experience.
www.sjbc-edu.info ® 202-772-1999

COLLEGES
UNIVERSITIES
Accredited Degrees
100% Life Experience

Bachelors, Masters, Doctorate
800-214-6007 ® www.AlB4U.org

BUSINESS |

BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS

Swiss woman needs suppliers fr'm
USA for a new opening gift store on
1.4.06. Looking for USA gifts no
matter which state. Please contact
A. Beeler, Dahliastrasse6, CH 7000
CHUR. Mail: Anna.Beeler@gmx.net

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Loving family wishes to adopt
newborn. Expenses paid.
Call Laurie/Steven
1-888-802-HOPE (4673).

Vizit ouar websibe at
wowwtusatodaveeom

1,000 Businesses Canada & US
Waterfront Property/Homes
Real Estate Investment - For
Sale by Owner - www.pin.ca

FRANCHISES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES
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FRANCHISORS....

If you want to expand your system
ADVERTISE IN USATODAY’s
“Franchising Today” Section

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Call: 1-800-872-3433

Please press option #4 .

BANKCA
&PIN pads, $1

American Bank

Earn more w/ Free Terminals

& personal relationship manager

WE PAY UP TO $50 FOR
USED CELL PHONES

www.pacebutler.com
1-800-248-5360

RD AGENT

00 bonus per deal

card 800-785-5954

1800BANKCARD.COM

# SOLATUBE

Capitalize on America's move to

renewable energy by becoming a

Solatube Dealer. Help us service
this exploding market segment. No

(888) 476-5288 ext. 428.

DIRECT BANKCARD ISO’ S
@ Interchange or Profit Share
@1 App/Same Day Merchant #' s
@ Portfolio Ownership/Buyouts

1t Mlrack ovhata @ Direct Leasing .0285/No Declines
xp Req 1-800-226-5227
Rich Ext5912 or George Ext 5923
Convert Sunlight into Money!

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH $$

franchise fee. Incredible Immediate Cash for Structured
opportunity! Act now, limited Settlements. Annuities, Law Suits,
opportunities remain. Inheritances, Mortgage Notes &

Cash Flows.
J.G Wentworth - #1

OPPORTUNITIES
$1.00 STORES

USA's Largest Developer

Custom Hats that Lite-up AND
Animate! Made to your designs!
Great Margins- $10+ profit/hat.
Become a dealer for Only $499!
866-662-5819 / BriteHeads.com

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
1(800) 794 7310

UNSECURED LOANS in 24hrs!
$10K-$250K nationwide. Any use.
No Docs. www.AmOne.com

$1.00 Store Services.
Complete Turnkey From $45,900
Think Christmas - Start Now!
Now In Canada! 1-800-829-2915
usa.dollarstoreservices.com

$3,500 WEEKLY !

Taking Simple Surveys Online!
www.FastCashAtHome.com

Home Typists
Needed! Earn $250 - $950 Daily!
www.HomeTypers.com

Own Your Owr

Exclusive Bank

1-800-809-0935 Ft. Lauderdale, FL

BUSINESS CAPITAL

NEED BUSINESS MONEY?
Angel Investors $10K to $10M+
Expand, buy or startup. No credit
check. PA, TX (866) 736-6922
www.PanAmericanAdvisors.com

INVESTMENTS

INVESTOR WANTED

for condominium development in

€ USA TODAY

Florida. High ROI 727-479-2104

MEDIA SERVICES

Sell Products on TV

AFFIRMATIVE

By Diane C. Baldwin

ACROSS
1 French door component
5 Catamount
9 __ del Sol, Spain
14 Superior neighbor
15 Past one’s prime, perhaps
16 Building support
17 Exasperated OK
20 Like Arctic winters
21 Heroic tales
22 Wee hour
23 Musical sensitivity
25 Bear’s hunting method
29 Roman tyrant
31 Serenity spoiler
33 Likewise
34 Word with coach or home
36 Talent broker
38 Agreeable answer
42 Wasn't kidding about
43 Kind of heat
44 Get off the fence
45 Expressed delight verbally
47 Drum out
51 On the other hand
54 Diary of sorts
56 Luau food
57 Pest for a rose
59 Motive for action
61 Enthusiastic response
65 Family of offspring
66 Frosted
67 __fixe
68 Knockout's opposite
69 On one’s own
70 Eggheady sort, stereotypically

DOWN
1 Type of ticket
2 Francis of “What’s My Line?”
3 Famous horse
4 Word in a James Jones title
5 Spectacular shows
6 Exclamation of disgust
7 Dole (out)
8 Adjusts to conform
9 Sorceress of Greek myth
10 More than large
11 Word in “America, the
Beautiful”
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65

68

12 Very small amount

13 Carter or Grant

18 Blood pressure raiser

19 It was circulated in San Marino

24 Gambrel or mansard

26 New couple in the news

27 Worst market share

28 Stumped

30 Arabian gulf

32 Coffee choice

35 Baseball legend Mel, “The Little
Giant”

36 Counselors’ org.

37 Greek sandwich

38 MIT word

39 Destructive emotion

40 Coward of note

41 Legendary treasure city

42 Breadbasket

45 Diamond Headss site

46 Egyptian deity

48 Positive aspect

49 OK fellow?

50 Slightly colored

52 Synthetic fabric

53 Certain lyric poem
55 Hair controller

58 Art ___

60 Related

61 Major network

62 Hockey legend Bobby
63 Try to win over

64 ___ Aviv, Israel

Monday’s Puzzle Answer

Your products, services, ideas, Biz
Opps on TV, radio, catalogs, JV's
and More. FREE Media Kit and Info
market-ability.com 800-434-6275

BUSINESS SERVICES

S.E.LL®YOUR IDEA: Free Info
Patents, Marketing, Professional
Prototypes 800-451-1326
www.harshawresearch.com

HEALTH/FITNESS

VIAGRA
New customers ONLY!
Genuine Pfizer Viagra
from a USA pharmacy
5 pills somg) $49

Limited Time Offer

VIAMEDIC

SAFE « SECURE - DISCREET

1-877-4-VIAGRA

(1-877-4-842472)

HEALTH/FITNESS

REAL CIALIS, VIAGRA, LEVITRA
Free Overnight Shipping!
10 Tablets for $99, Discreet
www.NetDr.com or 888-686-3837

VIAGRA / LEVITRA

Affordable, discreet.
Toll-free 1-877799-9333

TICKETS

TICKETS4ANYEVENT.COM

888-96 EVENT

ROSE BOWL ® ANY EVENT

College Bowl Games
VENUEMAX.COM

888-978-3683

£ 5Shop TODAY

GIFT IDEAS

| ™ @ 2" AceKaraoke.co

WeaglcHing Microphone
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Trlnsd ng

To advertise in SHOP TODAY, please call 1-800-872-3433 (Toll-free in the U.S. only)

TICKETS

All Events, SUPER BOWL, NASCAR
800-990-0259
NCAA FOOTBALL, MASTERS
WWW.ALPHATICKETS.COM

NFL ® NBA ® NHL
800- 326- 0331
WWW.WSTICKETS.COM
National Finals Rodeo

6500

Any Event Anywhere-Anytime

800-477-5285

TicketSolutions.com

lasvegastickets.com
Celine Dion - "0" - Gans - KA

Barry Manilow -Mystere- Blue Man
Stones - Billy Joel - Keith Urban
Michael Buble - Kelly Clarkson

NFR / UFC / Morales vs. Pacquiao

(888) 77T-VEGAS
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For more information on
how to place your ad in
Marketplace Today, call

1-800-872-3433

Toll-free in the U.5. only

[ REALESTATE |

TIMESHARE-RESALE

Timeshare Broker
Sell Buy Rent
Timeshares Worldwide
Rii@Stroman Since 1979

1-800-745-4410

TIMESHARE-RESALE

We Buy Timeshares
Call For Offer. 1-800-35-CONDO
Buy & Sell. timesharetravel.com

[ TRAVEL |

DISCOUNT TRAVEL

AAAAAA AWARDS BUY/SELL

1-800-859-8695

EUROPE/ORIENT/USA/S. PACIFIC

TIMESHARE

BUY, SELL, RENT
TIMESHARE

No Commissions, No Appraisals,
Discount Cruises. Call 888-570-
4422 www.vacationregister.com

| NOTICES |

PUBLIC NOTICE

LUIS GONZALEZ

DOB:

Jan 30, 1998
Missing:
Jun 2, 2004
Age Now: 7

Sex: Male
Race:
White/Hisp
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown

From: Las Vegas, NV

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING
& EXPLOITED CHILDREN

1-800-THE-LOST

€ USA TODAY Sudoku Puzzle
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3X3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 (no repeats).
DIFFICULTY RATING:# v Ay v

Monday’s Puzzle Answer
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Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.
http://puzzles.usatoday.com — Play 20+ daily puzzles and 7,000+ archived puzzles.
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Play Online — http://puzzles.usatoday.com/sudoku/
Play USA TODAY Sudoku on your Verizon GetitNow phone.
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